JOHN McLOUGHLIN

dates by twenty years his alleged conversion in Oregon by
Bishop Blanchet. Thus it is clear that, from the time he left
Quebec until the moment the coalition of the two companies
was effected, he had always been recognized as a Catholic.
Starting his career as such, there would be no reason why a
man of his intelligence and integrity when occupying his new
post in Oregon, where he was supreme master and above any
influence that could be possibly exerted upon him, should de-
liberately abandon the religion which he had hitherto so openly
professed. Even from a worldly point of view a change of
that nature would not only have lowered him in the esteem in
which he was held by the Catholics with whom he was asso-
ciated, and of whom there were many in both companies, but
would have made him lose caste with his Protestant friends,
who would have attributed his change to worldly motives,
which had at no time exerted any influence upon his conduct.
As a matter of fact he was never swayed by any base or un-
worthy purpose of fear or cupidity in the entire course of his
life.

The mission of the Northwest representatives was success-
ful, and we are told, though we fail to see the connection, that
Nicholas Garry was appointed to organize the united traders
because “he chanced to be the only unmarried man in the gov-
erning committee.” But even this unhampered bachelor con-
sidered the task so difficult because of the bitterness on both
sides that he did not think it advisable to come out to America
with the partisans of either side, nor would they journey with
one another. Hence Garry came by way of New York and the
others went to Montreal separately. The same segregation was
observed on the way up to Fort William, where the deed of
union was to be signed and the various assignments were to be
made.

Finally, around the table at Fort William the partners met,
and scowling at each other awaited the decision of the all-
powerful Garry. We are only interested, for the present, in
Mcloughlin. He was assigned to Oregon.
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