
THB CiHAilDI PRAIHIK SI

b<' DUtfirient to •xclude it (n>iii «ny n.ttiruutn that amy h» ium1« (.r

ajfrioultural Und, but, judging froin what wm tei*!!, very liltl* of it

would be of v»Iua when olimred. On the northern and raatern alope*

there iit Monie cpruce, perhap* MUtlioient for adding purpoM* in that

rPKion, but it iit in coD'ttaDt dnnger uf dettruciion by firv.

Till fIRANDR PKAIUIK.

No pnrt of tho Ponce river ountry i.-< more fjKjken of than the TIib iimnlv

(•rnnde prairii« and a woeic wiw spent in riirefully exiimining it frrnn
'' '""''

« v«ry point of view, A complete circuit of the pridrie wai made and

it will cro'swl in two directions. It wiiii found tha» iiiniv tho lino

allowing tlie uppro\iiui\te area uf tlie (irande prairie wan laid down
by Dr. Dawson twenty-four yearn ma,o, the forrst ha« in many
place- encroached upon the prairie «o that it i.^ not now of lo grtiat

extent as was then reported. At a rough estimate, 200,000 "cre»

may be given as tint area of prairie land. It varies little in character,

except that on a few ridgos a littlo ^jravel appears ; otlK'rwise, the soil

is a rich black loam on n clay subsoil. Thi-i loan), as 1 saw it, varies

from four to six inclie? in depth. It tnay l)o deeper in places but if

so, such soil has not bec>n seen by anyone whom I met in the country

and on the Uronde prairie, as elsewhere, freijuent holes were dug, for

the purpose of ascertaining tho depth of the soil. Dr. Dawson'ii des-

cription of the general character of the country is as follow.s ;
—

'The surface of (Irande prnirie is not monotonously undulating but

may be characterized as forming a series of gently sloping ridges or

swells between the various river und stream courses which are here

not found to cut de«p gorge-like valleys. Much of the country is park- ClmractiT of

like witl- :<roves of poplar, while extensive tracts are ijuite open, or
"'"'" '^'

with co; ; ce along tho stream volleys only. Toward the edge, the

piairie very often blends almost imperceptibly with the woodland by

the gradual increase and coalescence of patches of poplar and willow.

' The soil of Grande prairie is almost everywhere exceedingly fertile

and is often, for miles together, of deep rich loam which U would be

impossible to surpass in excellence. The low ridges soni ^imes show

rather light soil w' i an admixture of sand or gravel and a few boul-

ders, but a very h .all proportion of the surface is unfavourable to

cultivation.'

While I cannot agree with Dr. Dawson in saying that -he soil is

" deep " or that it cannot be surpassed in excellence, it is true that
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