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minor children from the place of servants under tutors and

j,Hn ernors, to the place of lull ^-rown sons, set free lri>ni

the bondaj;e of law , and cli>thed with the " /i\i>n virilis,"

the token of the liberty ct'i manhood.

And all this is '* urcorUiiifr fit tin- iiooi/ />/iuisinv of //A

uu7/." Let us not imaj^nnc that anvthinj^- is due to us. that

we are chosen to he saints, or desij^nated to the ranU of

• tured sonship, hut let ii l>o " /i> //ir />rnisf of Ifis <>/in-v

ivhich He fn'cly hesfiKvcii uj i iis in tlw licliivrii."

4. Till; PRt-sKNr SiAi.i; (vs 7-10).

Havinj^ shown the bej^innin* o\' (iod's purpose, he

passes o\er the ai^es down ti' tlie present tinu-. anil shows

what we now have as a present expeiie" e. And, hrst of

all, wc luivc nulcmhlion thromih llisbh>Ht, h': • Jhrohrm'ss of

sins. ik''oi"e anything; else can be done, it becomes neces-

sary that all sin should "be put out oi the wax. This inH'o-

duces the cross. Mere the work of tiod be_i,'ins, ami lieie

bej^^ins also the Christ: n's experience. The first thini;

that contViMits the mind t^f one who be,L;ins to think o\' hi>

future well beinj;, is his sin ; and never will lie make aii\

pro}4'ress till he knows that this is forever disposed of.

Hence the tiospel is the first good news, because it an-

nounces that this is done, and that throuj^-li the blood oi

Christ, he has redemption, the forj^iveness of sins. This

should be clearly seen, before attemptinj^ to advance.

Then follows our introduction into the knowledi^e o{

(lod's purpose and plan the niNstery of His will (vs. 8-

10). Wliirli He hath made fo abound foward ns in all ivis-

dom and prudence {intelli5.;:ence), havinur made knoivn unto

us the mystery of His will. Did it ever occur to you what

tremendous truths are j^iven to us when we are taken into

the counsel of God? .And the wonder is that plain, un-


