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Twonly years have elap.-c<l .-iiu'c tln" iiiaii>;iiratioii o;' tliu lioyal

Suciily of Caiiadn, and in that tiiii<' inany of tiio-r uh,. wnv uoiii'io
^'atlitT with us have JK'en called to the majoriiy. Sir Wiliiatii D.iwson.
our first I'resident, died in Is'.tH. rii.f in ix mow led;:,, and in \ear.-, I,ut

no one then thourrht that lie woidd so soon he followed l.v lii.s distin-
guished son, Dr. (i. M. Dawson. To the iattiT. y.'ar- of usH'uliicss and
honour seemed to remain; hut how little do we know of what lies he-
T'lrc ns

: Life is ever uncertain, and Dr. Dawson r-ali/.'d tliis wh.'U
he wrote:

" Life Is a bubble on the sPa,
The ocean of eternity;
It floats awhile In Klittprinp pildo,
It may o'er many billows ride.

There come.<5 a moment, none knows why,
No cloud o'ersnreads the ^vmmer -sky,

Some little breath, .some bi<lden thing,
Pt-rhiips a spirit on the wing.
Touche.s the orb — It melts away.
The sea receives Its little .spray; —
No mark, no memory left behind.
The everlasting sea, the wind — (low on."

Dr. Dawson wa.s the second son of the late Sir J. \V. Dawson, and
was horn on the l.-^t of Aii<rti.st, ],si!l, j,, l'iit(,u. Nova Srotia. In LS.VJ

Ins father, who had for some years heen acting as Superintendent of
lulueation for Nora Scotia, received the appointment of Princiital of
McGill University, Montreal, and with his family took up his residence
ihere. Instead of the magnilicent stnictures of to-day, there were
then on the coH-ge grounds only two "unfinished and partly ruinous
buildings, standing amid a wilderness of e.xcavators' and masons' rub-
bish, overgrown with weeds and bushes. The grounds were unfenced
and pastured ,.t will by herds of cattle, which not only cropped the
gra.~s, but browsed on the shrubs, leaving unhurt only one great elm,
wlliich still stands as the ' founder's tree,' and a few old oaks and but-
ternut trees "K Surroundings of this Ivind were not ideal from a uni-
versity point of view, but made an instructive environment for an in-

felligcnt boy. The numerous wild flowers, the birds' nests, the fossil

' Fifty Years of Work In Canada — Autobiographical Notes by Sir Wil-
liam Dawson, p. 98.
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