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" He's no greedy ; and as for no caring for

me, it near l)r()ke lils lieart to f»ive me u{>.

There Avas tears <»ii liis face wlien we parted."
'• Havers ! uhat was tliere to kee[) liini frae

l)uvin<'- the riiio- if lu» wanted it ?
"

'• His superstitiousness."

" What is there su})erstitious about arin«»- ?
"

" It Avasna the ring ; it was tlie hiecup did

it.

" Ay, I heard there was a hieeu}) in tlie story,

but I di(hia fash about it,"

" .Tear.ies did thougli, and it was a veiy

queery thing, I ean tell ye, thougli I didna put

the weeht on it that he did. As many a one

kens forby me, he walked straight to Peter

Lambie's shop to buy the ring, and just as he

had his hand on the door he took the hiecup.

Ye ken what a superstitious man Jeames is."

" U I wanted a wife it's no hiccup Avould

stand in the road."

" Because you're ower ignorant to ])e super-

stitious. And Jeames didna give in at the first

try. He Avas back at the shop the next nieht,

and ihere he took the hiccup again. Then he

came to me and said in terrible disappointment

as it Avould be wicked to marry in the face of
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