Alternative Liason:

Gathering

Diane Wilson

Attractive, single, unattached, |
liberated women eighteen to |
forty-five are eligible for a free |

membership in our exclusive
liaison service.

So began an unusual advertise-
ment which appeared in Excalibur
two weeks ago. Puzzled by the
strange offer, | visited the agency
as a prospective customer.

Alternative seems to be the only
agency to advertise in university
and community college newspa-
pers. According to Alternative,
“We feel that most university
students are not looking for long

- termrelationships assuchasit is for
this reason we advertise in the
school papers.”

Alternative Liason is located in a
small, non-descript plaza at the
corner of Kingston Road and
Markham in Scarborough. It was
not easy to find because the
address noted in the advertise-
ment did not correspond to the
sign on the outside of the building.
The sign read: Leeward Islands
Developments Ltd., Caribbean
Developments Co., Suite 4. No
mention was made of Alternative
Liaison.

However, up a dozen steps and
down a corridor, | found an
Alternative Agency sign on the
door of Suite 4. When asked about
the discrepancy in the signs, the
woman in the office seemed to
disassociate the service from the
Caribbean Development Com-
pany. The woman, who- later
identified herself only as Sandra,
said, “those were the people who
were here before us.” Alternative
Liaison has occupied the office for
eight months and has not altered
the sign. Coincidentally perhaps,

good-ti%e girls?

service.” So discreet were they,
that they would not discuss the
rates for the service over the
telephone.

Once the male customer has
paid for a three month member-
ship and has been introduced to
his mate, Alternative forgoes all
responsibility. On the application
form which is given to all

"%rospective customers, the

ompany outlines their lack of
control. “This company is not
responsible for any activities or
their consequences which occur
as a result of the introduction of
two or more persons. It is clearly
understood by those who place

| their signature on this form that all

members shall conduct them-
selves in an adult manner and that
discretion will be employed at all
times.”” If discretion is not
observed, then Alternative will
revoke the membership.

the agency sponsors trips to the
Caribbean, among other
locations. They are boasting a free
trip to the Caribbean on February
15, as the prize for a beauty
contest that they are also
sponsoring.

The Excalibur advertisement
declares that “Our service acts as a
centre for you to meet carefully

screened and committee-

approved gentlemen.” According
to Sandra, this screening process
focuses upon the income level of
the prospective male customer,
“The cost of our service is quite
high, so that we attract some of the
most distinguished people
around.” Looking around at their
office, which had a sofa, coffee
table, a desk and a well-stocked
bar in the corner, among other

things, it was hard to imagine very
distinguished people using this
introductory service.

However, the cost is high; for a
married man wishing to use the
service for three months it will cost
$800.00 A single man would pay
$500.00 forthesame length of time.
‘In comparison to other introduc-
tory services, the cost is steep.

For instance, the cost tor one
year membership at Face-to-Face
Introductory service is about
$350.00 per year, depending upon
the type of membership which is
requested. Face-to-Face also
discourages married customers
looking for a mate, unlike
Alternative Liaison.

How does Alternative Liaison
advertise for these male
customers?

Sandra mentioned a newspaper
called For Lovers Only in which
Alternative has advertised. As an
example, she said an ad beginning
with, “For discreet encounters
call...”” Ras been used. Not
furnishing exactfigures,she would
only say thatmany people usetheir
service.

Regarding the small gifts,
mentioned in the ad, thataregiven
to “their ladies” Sandra said they
were given in appreciation to the
women.“We send our girls little
boxes of chocolates or some such
thing.”

Atalltimes, discretion is used by
the service. As a matter of fact,
when | later called overthephone,
the person answering said
Alternative was “a discreet and
confidential introductory

As most introductory services
hesitate to say anything negative
about another agency, it was
difficult to discover what others
thought of Alternative. However,
three agencies that were called
had heard of Alternative Liaison
andwere in a hurry to say thattheir
agency wasn’t like that of
Alternative’s.

Mona, from Camelot Introduc-
tions, briefly identified Alternative
as an agency for “casual datersand
swingers.”

The spokesman for Wellesley
Introductions said he’d heard of
Alternative, but he felt that his
agency was much more selective.

Emerging from the building, |
feltan enormous sense of relief. At
least | know that there are
alternatives to Alternative Liaison.

EXPERIENCE ISRAEL
WITH UNIVERSITY CREDIT!

Spend an exciting six and one-half weeks in Israel -touring,
with a kibbutz experience and for the first time receive a
University course credit!

Leaves May 11, 1981

—4 week kibbutz work/study

—17 day touring

—open ticket can be arranged
—European stopover optional
—all meals, accommodations

—tour guides

—entrance fees, and more
—includes return airfare from Toronto

Deadline April 1, 1981

For only $1729

An optional half course credit in Modern Hebrew literature
will be taught by York professor, Michael Brown. It is being
offered under the auspices of the Department of Languages,
Literature and Linguistics (Faculty of Arts). The registration

fee for the course is approximately $100.

For more info contact:

Jewish Student Federation

CS140B Ross

4700 Keele Street
Downsview, Ontario
M3J 1P3
416-667-3647

It's The

“And Now For Something

Completely Different”

Reading Week Escape

111

Collingwood, Ontario

Featuring:

Downbhill and cross-country skiing, skating,
toboganning, midnight sleigh ride, movies,
talent show, interesting speakers and

of course fun!

February 16th to 19th inclusive

$65 includes ($80 for non-students)

4 days, 3 nights at Arrowhead Ranch (minutes
from Blue Mountain), all meals, movies, sleigh
ride, skating and transportation.

(SKi lift tickets, rentals, and lessons are

not included in this price)
Extra days can be arranged.

For more information call
JSF—667-3647 or JSU—923-9861
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