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Fall On Your Knees
Ann-Marie MacDonald
Vintage

Ann Marie MacDonald has
gone from scriptwriter/actor to
renowned novelist, with the most
gruesome piece of work I have ever
read. Fall on Your Knees is about
a Cape Breton
family and
their legacy of
tortured
madness.

The book is
narrated by a
character
reminiscing
about a dead
family. It is at
once sad and
intriguing, We
hear the story
of a successful
man, James,
who has come
from a
disturbing
past. He has
risen
his past and is

above
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Breton tale distuig, gripping

Ocean. Sometimes the coast’s mist
passes through the story, obscuring
who is sane and who is not. At the
end of the book you finally
understand what happened: but I
don’t think the reader was ever
meant to know why it happened.
There is so much pain and misery
and all of it seems to have happened
for no reason.

Never
before has a
book made
me feel so
m a n Yy
emotions. I
have never
felt anxiety at
turning the
page or sweal
trickle down
my forehead
and my gut
wrench as the
innocent
souls are torn
1 apart by
unrelenting
vultures. The

good are no
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determined to make something of
himself.

An immaculately groomed
gentleman, James meets a
beautiful young girl. He falls in
love with her, despite the fact that
she is a girl and he is a grown man.
They marry and her family is
enraged. James resolves to
someday show his in-laws that he
is much more than they believe
him to be. In the meantime, his
mother-in-law predicts something
horrible in the couple’s future.

As the family grows, James
finds himself attracted to his
daughter.

The history of New Waterford,
Cape Breton and all the areas
influencing it are intricately woven
into the story, fashioning a net of
fact and fiction to catch the reader.
The reactions of the characters are
all too real. They seem like the
genuine reactions of the abused
and disturbed.

Each few moments of sanity and
clarity for the stricken disappears
into the fog of the cold Atlantic

Berryhill Photography will be at
Dalhousie for 2 days before
the Christmas break.

always as
good as they seem; possibly
because the madness never ends.
When the weak turn strong they
also turn corrupt. The ones that
might seem the most evil often turn
out to be the most caring characters.
What seems to be a positive action

turns into disaster.

I'he characters are so vivid you
want to reach out and touch them.
They are on their knees begging for
your help and there is nothing you
can do to release them.

Fall on Your Knees touches on
abuse, incest, prejudice, politics and
religion. The story is about what
happens when all of these things
coexist. Every chance for happiness
is ruthlessly crushed by the author’s
cruel constructs.

The book was at no moment
uplifting, but at every moment
riveting. It places the work of V.C.
Andrews and her series which grew
from Flowers in the Attic and Colleen
MeCullough’s The Thor Birds in the
category of children’s stories. Only
descriptions of autopsies have
caused my stomach to churn so
relentlessly. When I think back to
medical procedures I have heard of,
they have nothing close to the
gruesome air of this novel.

Stunning, shocking and all too
real, it is easy to see why this writer
has received so much attention.
However, this novel being a #l
Bestseller surprises me slightly, This
1s not a book that you pass to your
friend lightly, warn them to take a
deep breath before they begin and a
long shower to relax when they’re
done.

TAMARA BOND
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in Halifax. I guess they were

looking for a little bit of that pop

magic that seems to be in the water
here.

The Gandharvas are from
Guelph, Ontario and take their
name from the celestial musicians
of the Hindu faith. While their past
releases dealt with more spiritual
concerns and showed off their
many musical influences, this
album is much more simple and
down to earth.

The music is very hook based,
and 1f T was not already familiar
with the band, I would have a hard
time distinguishing it from the
droves of other indie guitar-pop

bands out there. There are some
tracks that do stand out, like “Milk
Ocean and “Watching the Girl”,
but overall it is missing
something. There is nothing awful
here, bul there is nothing
outstanding either,

Lyrically, Paul Jago is still
writing clever words to go with
the music, but he also scems to
be holding something back. The
lyrics are more extroverted than
his typically introverted fare. With
an album titled Sold for a Smile
and song titles like “Into the
Mainstream”, one has to wonder
at the irony.

This is a mediocre album from
a great band.

NEIL FRASER

Graduation ] Portraits

Park Lane * Halifax
For details see S.U.B.display

Nov.13,14
Room 224
Dal S.U.B.

Call 429-1344 to
book your sitting.

Don't wait
unttl its

too late.

ATLANTIC OVERSEAS TEACHING
INSTITUTE
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TEACH ENGLISH OVERSEAS
TEFL CERTIFICATE COURSE

Pay off that Student Loan
Enjoy the experience of a lifetime

Dynamic experienced teachers
M.ED (TESOL) Curriculum Advisor
Successiul placement worldwide
Affordability and excellence
2 week evening course
-Nov.3&24
5 consecutive Safurdays — Nev. 15
One week intensive course
- Nov. 15- 21
Orientation on Course & Opportunities
Wed. Oct. 29 7PM (free with student card)
For information:

1106 Barrington St, Halifax B3H 2R2
(902)423-4767 Fax; 422-4724
e-mail: actifistar.ca
http://home.istar.ca/~aot1

* & S & @&

> »

ARTS & CULTURE page 15

UNB FACULTY OF LAW is holding an information
session on Thursday, October 30, 1997 at 4:00 pm in
the Council Chambers Room, Student Union Building

Anyone interested in the LLLLB Program is welcome to attend!

“If you're considering a career in law, the University
of Toronto, UVic, THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
BRUNSWICK and McGill are the places to pursue
your education. That's the decision reached by
professionals and academics who participated in the
magazine’s exclusive survey of the country’s 16 com-
mon-law schools.”

MACLEAN’S
Magazine News
Release,
September
28, 1997

POSIN'
Argyle Street
|

Monday Oct 20th
Darren Arsenault
Tuesday Oct 2]st
Virgo Machine
Monday Oct 27th
Stoolfinger
Tuesday Oct 28th
Stain
Monday Noy 3™
Gas Free Oxford
Tuesday Nov 4th
Soup

All shows start approx 9pm
Mustl be 19 yvears of age or older

For more info bring a CD or
-ass and bio to the bar and
ash for Dana or Sleve




