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the village, ',cie knitting-needCs woul glint and glitter in the suni.

Her step gre v a tiifie less jovous ; the brown eycs assumed a look

of habituai wistfiilness otherwise, le P/il Soleil gave out just as

mutcli light anid warmnth as befoie. E vert Madamie Bougon would

beconie gi nid rallier liabette's influience, ani find less te, grumbie

over anrd more tc rai se in bker ien-folk, nowv that tlrey had al

ganet; 1 the fi-ont.
But periraps it was to Hcnri Perrier that Babet te was the greatest

coinlort. Poor crippie-d Hzenri! who badlv wvarited to be of service

and \xtho îvas almot-t heartbroken benause lie could inot max ch away

beside his, staiwaî t brother. In an out-ot-the-way lane Babette,

irad oine day corne ripîon the lad prostrate and sobhing, and flic

anse~wr lier g-ntle enquiries drcw iront irn xvas:

'Oh, Madame Nlttsiier, \vhy Ivas 1 bot n ? 1 arn no good to iny

couvi1 ry, aird no good to anvýbodv."
" -'lî1opi doti, Iti is true thou canst not light, Henri, but tirkcst

tithonur country needs onle fighters ?A n n, sire nceds bol h

thetI Ildleo, mon br ve. If we dIo flic littie things tliat comio b

haîrd, wvho liiîo,'- but the good (1 od tria' v gi'e uis soretliiiit gre ut

o dIo for oui counry ? Tiroir kiiowest Lt ïS ioil dl-(( t ilkat 1i t

Gexmirns are gettiig reaier: titev,\ tay corne ex en liere, Henr,

and tiren, froir w1iht w~e havc rcad anrd ý.e-d, xÇ '-hait nleet to bc.

veryhav"

n*\t Illay not liglir ihein if they conne, Madame, but wecand(ie,"

Ire sairi scrarnhhrig tri, liird scii g iris cruitches.
'l (s, \\ c ati dliu, answered Babette softiv. Her face had

pale( 1 a liftic, a rd tire soit: unes of lier rn utir wore an expressionl

of i l r11r rc.olve.
MIany and varions were tiereniports that reaclred thre quict

frontier village. Some stories mnade the simple folk %wýeep trais of

joy aird pride as they iealîsed the heroism by which tire few were

honlding a strong avrd numerous tee at bay: other taies brotiglit

words of scorn and indignant wi-ath at wanton destructionr, rclciitiess

demolition and tyraninical spite: others again, tlid xwith bated

breatir anrd averted eyes, brouglît tire soîînd of grîiirding teetîr and

tstron- clurses frorn tire mren, whilst tire wornc'n slinuddered, anid

ucrit's~intly about their work with a look of lrauntirrg hnorrar iri

their eyes. E verveine seemed ta be on the qui vi*ve, for each day

brougfît tire eneiniy nearer. Mornîng dawîred, but xvho r ouid tell

what inigît liappein before niglît feul ? Still, if the foe was comrrng

ne;,.rer, tirc'r friends and allies were rlot far off, and sometrml s,

Miren the;~ uii blew in tire riglit direction, thcy couid distirigiislî

tire distant booming of tire gris.

Le' P'îî Sole il shone steadily thruonîgli ahl if a dark ciowd caiune

over fir, il wxx l bc11 i in tie privacy of lier own hoine, Miîen

perhaps hier ugers xverc deftty' tashioing thre tiniest arnd d.intiest

ut gai inerits.


