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The Soldiers' Memorial, recently unveiled in Dominion Square, Montreal, in honour of the Stratheona Horse.
I'hotogrtlph by Notman.

Public Opinion
O VER-M'ORKI El) R AILWAY EiMPLOYV EES.

Winnipieg, Mai., May 2u1l1, 1907.

'Fu the Editor, Canadian Courier,
81 Victoria St., Toronto, Ont.

Deair Sir :-I was very uxueli surprised to read -, ur
manifestly iunfair editorial in your issue of the i8th uust.,
relating tu the matter of a G.T.R. cunductor who liad
been senit tc the peiîtenitiary for tliree years, for sleeping
while on duty. I know nothing about the inerits or de-
merits oif the case in point, but x'ou take snch a liard
ding at railway employees in general, wlien yous sav 1'it
will cause the cinîîloyees of tlie railways ho ie' less
avaricioins," that your remark should not lie alIowe(l to
îass utniotiked. 1 arn n(t ini railway service at the
preseut lime, having left il for good, but 1 have seen
good service in soute of the busiest terminaIs in Western
Canada and tlie UJnited States. WVhïle ln that service,
despite the law limiting a mnan's Ixours of labour (with-
out rest), 1 saw many a mari hrouglit tnp oin the carpet
and several discliarged, because they woul(l nul "double
1)ack. "

Vour article stvys the nuin lad heen working eigliteeni
and nineteen hours at day for five davs ini tlie week. Do
voit think tlie tranîimaster or superinten dent who alluwed
hîmn to (1o thîs, is free front censure ? 1 sec this mani
was on a special, then lie was "called" for this mun. If
your article is riglit, lie did flot offer lus serv ices and il
is likely wlien lie was ealled, there was nul another mari
available, i lis end of the line, to dIo the work. If lie
had refused, lic would îîrobahily have had a gruellîng for
it and it wonld have been rememibered against himi in tlie
malter of promotion.. His crime lay in signing thie book
te go out, for lie must have known bis physical condi-
tion.

During tlie suow blockade (>ait west here this winler
many train and enginiemen on ail Etnes worked 25ý and
30o hours without rest, bucking snow and lhauding short

trains. D)o you think it was the love of the alnightN
dollar which prornpted the.se men in everv case ? lu
rnost cases Ît was loyalty to the road and a good deal
of pity for the residents of mlally towns and villages
along the hue wlio were in sore strait s lor food1 and fuel.

I ant at sîîbscriber to yur paper aund bave watclied
the Courier alrnost silice ils first issue. As at Canadîan
1 amn pr<iii< to recul your periodical and as a Canadian
I wish ouir national weekly every sncsand il is with
this wish that 1 dictate îny criîicismi on youir editorial.
I ar n ot criticising the punishinerit giveni this mnan, but
as au old railroad enxployee, 1 take excepition to the
unfairness of youir rernark. There rnay lie sonne isolated
cases of greed, but take a run or two yourself, on either
end of the train, and sec how inucli voit feel like "over-
working yuurself for at few extra dollars."' Take a little
peek at the muner workings and see if I amn nul rig-ht.

Yery sincerely yours,

The Irish Exhibition
AlI Irishnien are hoping that the International l'xlii-

bition, which. Lord Aberdeen opened recently at Hlerlbert
Park on the River I)odder, Iust outside Dublin, will lie a
suceess. Thli exhibition is the most comprehiensive ever
held in Ireland, and contains xnanynotable features. Thli
Fine Art collection is u>ne of the b st collections ev er got
together. Arounid the central buildings are a number of
pavilions containing Brilisli, Colonial and Foreign ex-
iiïts. One of these is especially devoted to Irish cot-

tage industries. Thei Canadian pavilion is cite of the
most striking, ami il shonild do its share in bringipxg the
claills of Canada befote the peuple of Ireland. In the
historical, section are to lie seen the Speaker's Chair and
Mace of the Irish Flouse of Communs, also several sou-
venirs of the coroniatîin of Qîîeexî Victoria, including, the
gilt inkstanid in wlxich, she dipp)ed the lien to sigu the
Coronation oath.-)ailv Mail (lonclon).


