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in the floodîng liglit, lie cbopped holes through the
ice and fell to fisbing for the big lake troixt that
inhabited those deep waters. He had luck. And
soon, absorbed in the new excitement, lie liad for-
gotten ail about the great greywolf.

It was late, for Kane had slept the early part of
the night, waiting for moonrise before
startîng on his expedition. The air
was tingliiig with windless cold, and
gliostly white with the light of a
crooked, waning moon. Suddenly,
without a sound, the dog crept close
against Kane's legs. Kane feit hlm
tremble. Looking up sharply, bis
eyes fell on a taîl, grey f orm, Sitting
erect on the top of a naked point, flot
a hundred yards away, and staring,
flot at hlm, but at the moon.

In spite of himself, Kane feit a
pricking in his cheeks, a creeping of
the skin under bis hair. The appari-
tion was so sudden, and, above ail,
the cool ignoring of his presence was
so disconcerting. Moreover, througli
that half-sinister liglit, his long muz-
zie upstretched towards the moon
and raised as lie was a littie above
the level on which Kane was stand-
ing, the wo]f looked unnaturally and
impossibly taîl. Kane had never
heard of a wolf acting ln this cool,
self-possessed, arrogantly confident
fashion, and his mînd reverted ob-
stinately to the outworn superstitions
of bis hatbitant friends. But, after
ail, it was this wolf, flot an ordinary,
brush-fence, wôîf, that lie was so,
anxious to study; and the unexpected
was just wliat lie liad most reason
to expect 1 He was getting what lie
came for.

effective. The great beast looked down at the
place where the bail had struck, sniffed at it curi-
ously, got up on ail fours, and turned and stared
steadily at Kane for perbaps haîf a minute. Kane
braced himaself for a possible onslauglit. But it
neyer came. Whirling lightiy, the Grey Master

K" ANE knew that the way to study
'. wild creatures was to keep

stili and make no noise. So le
stiffen'ed into instant immobility, and
regrctted that lie lad brouglit the
dog witb him. But lie need nlot bave
worried about the dog, for that ini-
telligent animal showed no desire to
attract the Grey Master's notice. He
was croucbed hchind Kanc's legs, and
motionless except for bis shuddering.

Foi: several minutes no one stirred
-otbing stirred in ail that frozen
world. Then, feeling the cold begin
to creep in upon hlm in the stillness,
Kane lad to 1if t bis thick-gloved
bands to cliafe bis cars. He did it
cautiously, but the caution was sun)er-
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ail at once he feit a tingling at the roots of bis,
hair,. which seemed to tell him lie was being
watched froma the darkness. Peer as he would,
however, lie could catch no hint of moving f£orms;
strain bis ears as lie miglit, he could hear no whisper
of following feet. Moreover, lie trusted to the

keener senses, keener instincts, of
the dog, to give hima warning of any
furtive approach; and the dog was
obviously at ease.

14Ewas just beginning to exe-HE crate. himself for letting hie
nerves get too muchi on edge, wbçn,
suddenly out from the black branchies
just ahead shot a long, spectral shape
and fell upon the dog. There was
one cboked yelp-and the dog and
the terrible shape vanished togetlier,.
back into the blackness.

It was ail so instantaneous that
before Kane could get bis rifle up,ý
they were gone. Startled and furi-
ous, he fired at random, three times,
into cover. Thenli e steadied hlm-
self, remembering that the number-
of cartridges in bis chamber was not
unlimnited. Seeing to it that bis axe
and knife were botb loose for instant
action, lie stopped and replenished
bis Winchester. Then lie lurried on,
as fast as lie could without betraying

As lie went lie was soon vividly
conscious that the wolves-not tieý
Grey Master alone, but the wbole
pack also-were keeping pace witl
him througli the soundless dark lie-
yond the rim of the spruces. But.
flot a hint of their grirn companion-
ing could lie see or hear. He feit it
merely in thc creeping of bis skin,
the elemental stirring of tlie hair at
the back of his nec. From moment
to moment lie expected the swift
attack, the battie for bis life. But
lie was keyed up to it. It was not
fear that made bis nerves tingle, but
the tense,* trembling excitement of>
the situation. Even against those-
strange, bidden forces of the forest,
bis spirit feit sure of victory. He
feit as if bis rifle would go up and
speak, almost of icfunerringly at
the 1irst instant of attack, even be-
fore the adversary broke into 'view.
But through ail thie drawn-out length
of those last tbree miles bis bidderr
adversaries gave no sign, save that
once a dead brandi, conscealed under-
the snow, snapped sharply, Hi%.
rifle was at~ bis shoulder, it seemed to.
him, almost before the sound reacheci
bis car. But notbing- came of it.
Then a panic-mad rabbit, stretcbed'
stralght out in fliglit, darted across
the fast narrowing brigbtness of bis
path. But nothing foilowcd. Ancteming. at last, after wliat seemed to him
bours, lie came out upon the open

pastures overlooking Burnt Brook Settlement.
Here le ran on a littie way; and then, because the
strain bad been great, lie sat down suddenly upont
a convenient stump and burst into a peal of laugh-
ter whidh must bave puzzled the wolves beyond
measuire.


