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the contents and feit for his pouch.
'Il met bim walking witb that girl,

Miss Leach, close to the Chase. He
bad no bat on, bis clothes were al
muddy and bis baud was bound up in
a bandkerchief. He looked awful and
she sald ho had *had a fali.

In Tubby's eyes had grown an ex-
pression of Incredulous alarm and
borror, but bis sister, occupied with
lier own tbougbts and, feelings, was
unmindful of bis.

"They were ahead of me wben 1
was bicycling along the road leadlng
te the common, and 1 saw hlm stop
and try te shake ber arm off. He
wanted to, break away frem. ber, but
she wouldn't lot hlm. Tbey stood
arguing for some minutes, and once
ho got binself free and began te run,
but she caughýt hlm up and hung on
te hlm, and then lie quleted dewn
and went along witb ber agaîn. 1
couldn't understand it at ah. When i
ovortook tbem they were just plodding
along, saying notbing te each other. I
dismountod and asked If thero was
anytbing tbe matter and If I could
help, but she sald ne, be would be aIl
riglit whon she got hlm home. But-
but he didn't seem quito--ail thore!"

She broke off, and Tubby, wbo had
been loaning forward, listening lu-
tontly, repeated now: "'All there!
Wbat de you mean?"

"I mean"-Sallie for once found
ready speech di!ficult-' 4 he looked as
if hie bad had an awful shock. And-
and ho didn't knuw what he was say-
inig. He said sometbing about being
late for parade."

T UBBY, whose uneasiness seemed
to culminato at this, rose and
walkod te the window, filling and

refilling bis pipe.
'Why don't you spoak?" said Saille,

witb impatient vexation. '"What de
you tbink can have 'happeo"ned? Why
was hoe witb that girl at, aIl? 1 don't
lke the look of it. Can't you go along
and ask hlm and find eut what's
wreng?"

Tubby, witbout looking round,
meroly said, "No good! Il was ýthero
this maorning-went te bave a match
witb Thoo; we fIxed It yesterday. The
butler said thoy were all-at home, but
were sorry net te be able te see
visitors-some !amlly business."

"110w extraordlnary! Whaît on
earth can It ail bo about?"

,She was sDent, th.Inling. Thon she
sprang up and went acress te the
wlndow, ber beautiful discontented
face fiushed wlth a sudden inspira-
tion.

"Tub'by," she said, lit can't-lt
viouldn't be-anything te do wlth thîs
horrible murder-thîs wretched girl,
ývçho-" Sho broko off agliast, fer
Tubby with a violent gesture and a
voice that was qulte different te bis
usual drawl, turned on ber and said:
"'Goed Lord! of course net. Don't
t&llc snch rot!"

And wIthout another 'Word, he step-
pied eut on te tbe verandab and
strode away.

Saille stood stîlI, as if turned te
stone, her thouglits fraylng the edge
of a Crirs, la the centre of wblch
Laurie, bIs blue eyes distraught, was
a dark figure against a lurid back-
ground. Laurie-wh biait told ber bis
beave was up the day before-still at
the Chase!

Laurle, is appearance and mmnd
equally dlsordered, wanderlng about
wlth this girl as bis keeper!

Laurle, wlth the face of a Greek
Eros, and the heart-to herwards-eof
aSpartan seldier, iosîng bis senses on
the very mernlng after this handseme
village girl bail been dene to deatb.
And the famlly tee occuplod to re-
celve visiters, tbeugh tbey were ail at
home! What did It; mean?

Tubby, always se unmoved and
bored-reugh and abrupt andi angry!

O! course ho was put eut by Thee's
refusai te seo hlm after golng there
by Invitation. Saille bad suspected
an incilent love affair between the
twe for some time.

~But it did net account fer bis ex-
traordinary behavieur Just now.

Andi, la a flash, she feit she had
solveti the puzzle e! Tubby's strauge-
ness- H1e had thought of this possible
counectIen between the Chase andi the
murder, befare she dld, andi ho had
Juinped te the very conclusion he hati

sfo forcibly negatived. And as Laurie
was bis friend and had possibly con-
fided ln hlm, he might have more
ground to found his guess-work on
than she had. 'Sallue was wholly un-
used to strong emotions of any kind,
and the agitation of these ideas,
coupled with a latent jealousy of
Fenella Leach, showed itself ln a
gust of ungovernable rage.

The dark eyles, reminiscent of the
portrait of wayward "Sal," by Joshua
Reynolds, flashed stormily; the Ilps
drew themselves down at, the corners,
and a frown dlsfigured the wide, 10w
brow, witb Its crown of reddish hair.
But the crude, commonplace sound of
the luncbeon-gong recalled her to,
ordinary domestlc life and, after a
moment, she regained her carelese
dlemeanour and went to the dining-
room.

Lord Brismain, punctual always to
afault, was already seated ln his

carved chair, with the curry and
Bombay ducks and spllt toast that
invariably formed part o! bis midday
meal.

"Where's Theodore?" he asbed ln a
volces that was refined but very cold
in Its timbre.

«Coming, I tbink," answered Saillie,
aýý she took her seat, and presently
Tu'bby lounged in, a littie paler and
graver than bis wont, but In-
perturbable once more.

They discussed the news in the
papers and local toplas in a desultory
iay, witb long intervals of silence,
for each was preoccupied.

The lunch was nearly over when
Lord Brisýmain gave an order to the
parlormald, to be conveyed to the
gardener, to whlcb she replled tbat
hie had gone away for an hour or two.

'Vone away?" bis ýLordship queried.
"What for?"

:The mald replied, with some slighit
hesitation, that he 'had been aseed
for the loan of a large rake, to help,
drag the canal, and bad gone along
with It himself.

L ORD BRISýMAIN looked at er lnk
lofty displeasure and asked her
what sbe was talklng about.

The maid, a 'lttie nervous, stamn-
mered that It was to do witb the~
murder-tbey wanted to flnd theO
knlfe.

And Saille, to end the lIttle incident
whlch was rousing ber father's ir-~
ritation, bastliy expialned, but Lor
Brismain, whose princIple It was to
put everytblng asIde that dld flot con-
duce te well-belng and pieasantness
cut ber short la tbe middle.

'qI don't desire to liear any detal
or thîs sordld affair," be sald; "lthese
tragedies are very deplorable. PraY
let us change the subject."

Tubby, who bad again developed hi
abnormal Impatience, got up at, thi
moment, saylng: "'Yes, for God'
sake'let us cease harping on it,"1 an
strolled off to the wlndew. 1

"~Have you flilshed, Theedore.
asked Lord Brisminan, with an Irontca
reflectIon, peurlng hlmsei! out 801n
more bock.

IlSerry, ýfather!" Tubby. returaie
meekly te is place and sat outth
next few minutes whlle bis fathe
toyed wltli a biscuit, ln silence, un'J
the signal was givený by the old nau
ri-sing h1ieel!.

An ugly o14 man, wltb hieavy fet
ures and bulld, but unmlstakably wel
bred la spIte of tbem. He oo 0
back as lie reached the deor and said
"lWhat Is to-day-seventh or eighth?

"Elghth," answered Saille. -yester
day was the seventh, I know."

"Seventh day -of the seve11b
montb," Lord Brismain reJoine
medltatlveiy, and went out, closnl
tbe door aýfter hlm.

iSalle looked at Tubby, and raisd
ber eyebrows. "Numbers again!" ld
sald. 'I wender what be Is thInk1g

Tubby merely nodded, and escaPe
by the wlndow, vanlshlng Inte t
garden. Later, passing bis father
llbrary, it occurred ta lm to leook
frem a vantage point at the end
thie verandah. Lord Brlsmain '$
seated ,at a table on which a ua
roulette board, the exact replica
the famnous tables at 'Monte 'Caria, e
gaged bis abserbed attention.

As he took the ball out of its gol
and, putting it Into the wheel, tur
1it rapldýly, hie muttered to hirnef
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