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plainant was toid tbat the matter had been referred ta the engineer's
office, andi that the inspector had been given ta understand that the
contractor was "ail right" and ta, shut bis eyes ta the facts. The
inspector practicaily bias a choice between passing the work or resign-
ing bis position.

It is quite evident tbat it is difficuit for a city, ruied by vote-made
,aldermen, to get good service in any of its departmnents. Tbe samne
difficulty applies ta -the federal and the provincial governments and
to such bodies as tbe Transcontinental Railway 'Commission. It is
also, true tbat private corporations find similar difficulties and are
occasionally cbeated. It daes seem, bowever, as if municipalities anti
governments are more bad]y treated in this respect than private coin-
panies and corporations. If the private company finds it is being
cheated, it at once raises a row and proceeds ta, stop tbe process; if a
municipaiity or a government finds it out, it bunîes its bhead in tbe
sand and refuses ta, admit or reetify the errors. It is a strange feature
of aur public life, that no public administrator is willing ta admit
thiat the public bave been cbeated or ta, belp to punish tbe offenders.

From. tbese unsatisfactory features of public administration, one is
ai4nast forced ta the conclusion that most municipalities and govern-
ments bave more ambition tban ability. 0f course, it should be their
aim ta, increase.tbeir ability ratber tban to curb tbeir ambition.

AN UNWARRANTED CHARGE
MVIR. HARRY J. LANDAJIL, vice-president of the Dwo or

of Trade, recentiy matie a tour in Eastern Canada. He returned
ta Vancouver ta mnake the statement that the Eastern Canada press"ishowed a feeling of jealousy" by refusing favaurably to mention
British Columbia and the Yukon. If 'this were tbe first time sucb a
charge bad been made it might safely be overioaked, but sucb, is not
the case. There have been many instances of the samne kinid.

Mr. Landahl's mistake is due ta mistaking local for national
papers. The ordinary local weekly or smali daily hias little room for
news other than what concerns the particular district in wiCh it
circulates. The larger dailies, the trade papers and the periodicals
pubhish just as much news from the West as from the East, popula-
tion and importance considered. The "Canadian Courier," for
example, lias published just as many photograpbs and articles from
the West as it hias from the East. In fact, it bas been criticised for
devoting too mucb attention ta these new portions of Canada. There
are other publications which bave done equally well in this respect.

Tbe best answer ta Mr. Landahi is an editorial in the Edmonton
Bulletin of August lst. It is 'headed "Canada's Commercial Conditions
Depenti an the WesternCrap," and says: "Readers of eastern papers
cannat but bave been struck witb the liveiy interest, thase journals
are manifesting in aur grawing grain. The weatber conditions of tbe
central provinces are subjects of their'daily enquiry. Special writers
are tauring the plains and sending back letters fiiled wîtb first-band
information.... In sbort, anytbing and everything about tbe Western
grain fields is considered good news matter to-day by papers published
in aur mast distant provinces."

LORD ROBERTS' RECESSIONAL

T~ HE change of dates wbicb finally resulted in Lard Roberts'
L cancelling bis v isit ta Toronto and -the West brought a cioud

of disappointment wbich 'bas tbe proverbial silver lining. It bias
occurred ta several far-sighted citizens tbat Lard Roberts' prostration,
by beat will be an excellent advertisement for the mucb maligned
Canadian climate. Who will tiare ta tbrow snow in Jahnny Canuck's
face when it iîs nataniaus tbat the Hero of Kandabar, wbo wrote
Porty-One Years in India, simply fiung up bis bands and fled fram
tbe scorcbing plains and 'hilîs of this Dominion? No triumpbal pro-
cession tbrough Toronto's fiagged avenues, no receptions in tbe far
West could ever do for Canada. wbat the collapse of tbe great "Bobs"
may accomplish. They will speak in Calcutta witb bated breath of
tbe warmntb of the -Canadian July. In the barbours of Australia tbey
will learn bow tbe veteran frum tbe Orient quailed before the torrid
ardour of the St. Lawrence. On tbe Soutb Afnican veldt they wiil
wonder bow 'Canadians manage ta get a breatb of air tiuring the
beateti term. English visitors wbo cross the 'Atlantic during tbe
summer wiil bring fans instead of tbe old-time furs and wiil ring for
cool drinks as soon as they reacb the Cbateau. -Imperialist Toronto
wilI put its souvenir banners away iu sadness ýbut may comfort herself
with the tbougbt that the Canadian climate is vindicated at iast.
Several authorities bave beeni unkind enough ta suggest that it was
the Toronto programme for bis entertaiument whicb sent Lard
Roberts' temperaturle away, away up and inspired the final postpane-
ment. 0f a surety, the anuôuncement: of a dinner of eigbty covers,
ta be beld in the Legislative 'Buildings, was enougb to daunt almost
any bero. It remnains, for us ta cherisb the hope that Lord, Roberts
will camne again-say, in same ýbrown October-and tbat Toronto will
prepare a less exuberant list. of "attractions" for bis attendance.
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