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The Telephone in the Rural Home

‘By A. M. Bray.

please come out here right away
if you can. Jim’s had a run-
away accident and broken an arm and a

H ELLO! TIs that you, doctor? Well

ib.” : , ]
Mean right, I’ be out there in a couple
of hours. Just make him as comfortable
as you can; and don’t worry.”

“How easy it is to deal with an
emergency in the rural district through-
out which the telephone is installed, and
how difficult when the only communica-
tion between neighbors is by actually
paying a visit.

"Had the accident taken place a few
weeks ago, previous to the advent of the
phone, it would have seemed a far more
gerious calamity, for someone would
have had to ride the twenty-five miles
jnto the nearest town to fetch the doctor,

hilst neighborly assistance could only
;, solicited by the laborious and time-
wasting method of a personal visit,
which would perhaps necessitate leaving
the injured man by himself for some
time. However, as it is, Jim’s wife has
phoned to four neighbors and also the
doctor, and within a very few minutes
of the -accident they are all on their
way to the scene as fast as their horses
can take them..

It is in just such an emergency as
this that- the utility of the rural tele-
phone is most clearly demonstrated; but
perhaps the long distance talking ma-
chine is of still more importance in our
rural homes because it extends the social
life of the settlement enormously, and
this is what will keep the people in the
country, especially the younger genera-
tion.

It is true that the pioneers of the
gettlement realized when they first
moved in to their land over trails of
their own making, that it would be
several, perhaps many, years before they
could expect to have either phones, rail-
roads, or even passable roads; but the
telephone is none the less appreciated by
them when it is eventually installed
after the long years of waiting. Because
these empire builders have lived in the
country for seven or eight years with-
out any other means of communication
than by horseback or shank’s mare, it

“does not follow that they will always be

content to do so.

After the first adventurous spirits
have penetrated’ the -virgin brush and
prairie and made their homes miles from
civilization, the still adventurous but
more timid are content to follow.
Shacks are built and clearings come into
being as axes wage war on the timber
and brush, and in a short time it is a
land of homesteads. Three years more
and there are some real farms and the
district is well settled. By this time
the social life of the settlement will be
a feature which must be taken into
account, for if there is. a lack of social
entertainment one may be sure that it

, will be hard to hold the younger genera-

tion who are growing up there, on the
farm, as they will want to be off to the
city with its social pleasures. If, how-
ever, the settlement is deprived of all
its young blood it cannot advance but
will more likely be retarded, and thus
the telephone is an indispensable asset
to a settlement at this stage of its ex-
istence.

With a telephone in the house one is
not cut off from the outside world no
matter how far one may be from
civilization. That simple looking box
with a bell on top and a handle at the
side changes the whole outlook for the
family in whose houses it is installed.
Before the miraculous but familiar box
was attached to the wall, the house was
an isolated thing; but now it is linked
with other homes, whilst the far away
city can be brought to its door—for con-
verse at least— for the insignificant sum
of fifteen cents. .

Father phoned over to Lee Smith,
twelve miles away, this morning, asking
hini to come over and help put up a new
barn next week. Mother called up Mrs.
Biown and at the range of three miles
had a good gossip anent the prices of
¢zus and butter, what to give a baby for
coli
cal

e and the latest tit-bit of harmless

how to make a certain kind of .

local scandal. A few minutes later
daughter Bessie was called up by her
young man Frank, and spent a mutually
delightful ten minutes exchanging sweet
nothings, after = which brother Bert
found a very inadequate excuse for ring-
ing up Frank’s younger sister, and the
phone being still a novelty to her, she
quite forgot to snub him as wusual,
whereat he was so elated that he refused
a second helping of meat at dinner and
only drank four cups of tea.

So very different to three weeks ago
when it meant a day’s ride to ask Lee
Smith, or else wait a week to get a
reply by mail; when mother only got an
opportunity to gossip with Mrs. Brown
once in two weeks, and when Bessie and
Bert were lucky if they caught a glimpse
of the object of their affections except on
a Sunday or at a dance. -

“That all sounds very nice,” says the
“kicker,” but there are a few flies in the
ointment. First there’s sixteen dollars
a year to pay, and then the everlasting
ringing of other people’s bells is enough
to send a fellow crazy. Again there is
no chance of doing any important busi-
ness over the phone as-half the neighbors
in the district are “listening in” and
everyone always knows a little too
much about his neighbor’s business so
that there are constant quarrels.

Undoubtedly there are drawbacks to
the telephones on the rural lines, but
then how often do we experience an un-
mixed blessing? And what are such
trivial objections as compared with the
saving of one human life. And who can
say how many lives have been saved
which would have been lost had it not
been for the speedy communication which
the phone makes possible.

A Galician who had a long standing
quarrel with one of his neighbors, a
Scotchman, went into town and, as the
neighbors would put it, “got jagged” and
returned home armed with a bottle of
fire water and a large sense of grievance
against the world in general and the
Scotchman in particular. Evidently he
drank and brooded most of the night, and
when daylight appeared he took down a
.44 Winchester and hiked over to a bit
of trail across which he knew the subject
of his hatred must come.

When he did come at length, the
hands which held the rifle must have
been affected by fear or drink or per-
haps both, as the bullets whistled past
the intended victim’s head harmlessly,
so that he merely thought that some-
one was out hunting deer a little
previously, and had shot near him
accidentally.

Seeing that he must get closer to his
victim the Galician went to an old dis-
used barn past which ran the only trail
by which the Scotchman could leave nis
homestead towards neighbors, and over
which he knew he must travel to get
his cows home.

The assassin removed the chinking
between the logs as a loophole, and
waited.

Presently there was the sound of
hoofs spurning the hard dry trail, and
a cautious look showed him that it was
his enemy on horseback. When the
rider was directly opposite the barn, he
fired.

At the sound of the shot the horse
turned and bolted down the trail to-
wards home and the Scotchman remained
in the saddle, though the large soft
bullet had torn an ugly furrow in his
left hand, eventually burying itself in
the thick leather of the saddle crutch,
which saved his life.

When the horse reached home the
Scotchman explained to his wife what
had happened, after which he fainted
from pain and loss of blood. She at
once saw that . assistance must be
fetched without delay or her husband
might succumb from loss of blood, but
her only way to fetch it, lead directly
past the hiding place of the would-be
murdered. However ‘'she: did not
hesitate to mount into the saddle
covered with her husband’s blood as it
was, and gallop straight past the build-
ing where an armed and drink crazed
enemy lurked. Luckily she got past
without being fired at, and was able to
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GLASSIFIED PAGE FOR

THE PEOPLE'S WANTS

If you want to buy or sell anything in the line of Poultry, Farm Property, Farm .
Machinery, or if you want Help or Employment, remember that the Classified
advertisement columns of The Western Home Monthly are always ready
to help you accomplish your object. Cost 3c. word, minimum 50c. Cash

with order.

S——

POULTRY FOR SALE

MISCELLANEOUS

HIGH CLASS ROSE COMB RHODE
ISLAND REDS—Cockerels $2.00 and $2.50.
John Duff, Mekiwin, Man. 2

S. C. WHITE LEGHORN COCKERELS,
about 40, from $1.00 to $3.00 each, and also
a few pens. = Write for prices. L. H.
Gardiner, Broom hill, Man. 2

60 LEADING VARIETIES of poultry,
geese, ducks,  turkeys, guineas, pheasants,
igeons, rabbits, fox terrier, rat dogs, pea-
owls at a very low price. ust make room
for winter. Write for pricess. G. B.
Damann, Northfield, Minn.

FREE—We will give free to an{ person
interested in stock. or poultry one of our 80-

page illustrated books on how to feed, how |

to build- hen houses; tells the common
diseases of poultry and stock with remedies
for same; tells how to cure roup in four days;
tells all about our Reyal Purple Stock an
Poultry Foods and Remedies. Write W. A.
Jenkins Mfg. Co., London, Canada.” 1

-—-HELP-WANTED -

ANY PERSON can make money selling
our famous line of goods, war prices now on.

Write for information. Dr. Maturin Medicine

Co., Toronto.

WANTED—Salesman to sell Dirk’s Red
Mite Killer to general stores, druggists, and
grocers. Also agents for same in every town
and village. Marshall & Marshall, Niagara
Falls, Canada. . 1

WANTED—Reliable parties to do Machine
Knitting for us at home. $7 to $10 per week
easily earned. Wool, etc.,  furnished free.
Distance no hindrance. For full rticulars
address: The Canadian Wholesale Dlstributing
Co., Orillia, Ont. T.F.

GET CANADIAN GOVERNMENT JOBS-

—Big pay. Life jobs. Many opportunities
yearly. Frequent examinations _throughout
Canada. Common education sufficient. rite
immediately for free list of positions_obtain-
able, Franklin Institute, Dept. O. 177,
Rochester, N.Y. 1

GENERAL AGENTS WANTED, either
sex one in every Canadian town to control
sale of new money making clothes washing
crystal, positively abolishes rubbing, wash-
boards, washing machines, absolutely harmless,
appoint your own agents, own your business.
Big profits, capable men or women make $50-
$100 per week. Exclusive territo: given.
Answer to-daﬁ. Western Utilities Company,
208 Donalda Block, Winnipeg, Man. 1

———

WILD ANIMALS, ETC.

ISLAND CROSS FOXES—Pairs or single
at half price to make room. Write your
wants and get prices. T. R. Lyons, Water-
ville, Kings Co., Nova Scotia. 1

STAMPS FOR SALE

STAMPS—Package free to collectors for
2 cents postage: also offer hundred different
foreign stamps, catalogue, hinges; five cents.
We buy stamps. Marks Stamp Co., Toronto.

SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

ELLIOTT BUSINESS COLLEGE, Toron-
to, gives superior training for choice business
positions; graduates eminently successful;
open all year; commence now. Write for
new prospectus. 2

camess

FRUIT AND FARM LANDS

FARMS WANTED—We have direct buyers.
Don’t pay commissions. Write describing
property, naming lowest price. We help
buyers locate desirable property free. Ameri-
can Investment Association, 26 Palace Bldg.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

soon procure the assistance of men
working on a bridge in the vicinity,
some of whom returned with her, whilst
one was dispatched to fetch medical aid,
and also to inform the Mounted Police.

A few days later the Scotchman had
sufficiently recovered from the effects of
the affray to be around again, but the
Galician was found by one of the
settlers, lying in the bush with the top
of his head blown off, he evidently having
done the deed himself.

Had the telephone been in at that
time, how much easier it would have
been for the Scotchman’s - wife ' to
summon assistance. But then an act of
heroism would probably have remained
undone, for there is nothing heroic in
calling up neighbors.

' Block, . Winnipeg.

TRICKS, puzzles, jokes, magic goods, sen-
sational escapes and illusions. Big catalogue
free. Oaks Magic Co., Dept. 141, Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. ! 1

SEND IN YOUR PHOTOS and have
t(?}fm in :atunl c;lors. (ﬂut%st l<:lre taken.
arge $1.00 and up. . - Tapley,
Box 2195, Winnipeg. - %

TRAPPERS POISON—Goes’ New. Liquid
Poison Capsules kill-the animals on the spot.
Write - for ‘free -circulars... . Edmund.. Mil-
waukee, Wis., Sta. E. Route a. 1

DR. JANET E. FERGUSON, 290 Portage

Ave., Winnipeg. Free consultation w N

our ‘ail(llli!ent.. Ciorrugndgqgs, . invited.
aNervous diseases, tre, ‘Rheumatism, Infant-
ile Panlys‘in-mece%ully_’.uuud,. 6D o A

-IMMORTALITY CERTAIN — Sweden- -
borg’s. great work on:“Heaven and Hell” and .
the life after death; 400 pa&.. Only 25 cents :
postpaid. W. H. ‘Law; -D - Euclid | A“i
Toronto, Ont. : ¢ 3 8

"SONG POEMS WANTED for publication.

Experiénce unnecessary. Send us your A
or melodies to-day or write for instructive
booklet—it’s  free. Marks-Goldsmtih'  Co., .
Dept. 67, Washington, D.C, T.F.

. LODGE TALKS—Tells you :what to -say
when called upon in a Lodge meeting of any
kind.  Will ' make ]you a good speaker. Every
Lodge man should have a copy of Lod
Talks, 10c.  Len Mawson, Creston Mail'SuppTi,,
House, Box 52, Creston, 'B'.C. : + 1.1

“BELGIAN HARE
OR RABBIT—Gentle
and docile’ rcu.‘ In-:
crease rapidly. From

rize-winhing - stock,
gardy. healthy, well
grown, Easily housed
and fed. ood for

&
.

nta lo.
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FOR SALE

DiLsiaxn (PANLES _poe i ok

ta - stationary.’ e ,game’ o ngs.
e ey tormn . D.VEhek.” Billised
Co., Winnipeg. | : Tar.s
" “HEAVEN AND HELL” and the world:

of spirits. ‘Swedenborg’s ‘great_work on the
life - after death;. 400 pages. ‘O:i:l,z 25 cents
. ' 6-C Euclid

5

postpaid. 'W. H. Law, 48 Ave.,
Torop:to, Ont. i

BROADENAXE HAIR FOOD
Grows hair: like magic. ~ Will “not dye but
nourishes the color glands to natural action.
Directions : for use on jar. Mail order ‘price
$1.00, postpaid. Broadenaxe Co., 29 Stobart
(Mrs. M. FgrgnloTniz) g

Established 9 years.

BABY’S LONG CLOTHES ‘SETS—50"
dainty articles $5.50 carriage” paid return
mail.” Lovely robes, day and night gowns,
flannels, etc., finest materials, - verything
necessary for instant use. Lists free, Mrs.
Franks, 175 Alfred St., Nottingham, Englandj

THE MIDGET BIBLE
—Smallest in the world.
Cutest novelt{ you ever
saw. This little book con-’
tains 200 pages of the New
Testament fully illustrated.
Size of postage stamp.
Creates wonder and anmjuse-
ment. Millions have been
sold for a dime, 10c. Len Mawson, Creston
Mail Supply House. Box 52, Creston, B.C. 1

PATENTS AND LEGAL

FETHERSTONHAUGH & CO., Patent
Solicitors, The old established firm. Royal
Bank Building, Toronto, and 53 Queen St.,
Ottawa, and other principal cities, T.F.

MOTION PICTURE PLAYS ..

“WRITE MOVING PICTURE PLAYS—
$50 each. All or spare time. No correspond-
ence course. Details free, Atlas Publishing:
Co., 351, Cincinnati, Ohio, 'l‘l'x

BUSINESS CHANCES

FREE FOR SIX MONTHS—-My special
offer to introduce my magazine “Investing for
Profit.” It is worth $10 a copy to anyone
who has been getting poorer while the rich,
richer. It demonstrates the Real earning -
power of money, and shows how anyone, no
matter how poor, can acquire riches. In-
vesting for Profit is the only progressive
financial journal published. It shows how
$100 grows to $2,200. Write now and I'll
send it six months .free. H. L. Barber, 471,
28 'W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago. 10
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