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Edi torial
Soly War

440~ NE of trwo thinge mnust be true beyond question.
B. ither God ie in this War, over-ruing evente
for His own glory and the permanent welfare

of mankin'd, or He is outside of -the war es a spectator
waiting t6 see which of the conbatants will be vde-
toricus. The latter supposition is, of course, unthink-
able.

"IÏf then, God ie Supreme and vitally interested in
humanity, the ending of the war must be 'with Him,
anid only in a see-ondary sense with the aimies of the
contending.powers. The first and meest important abr
of the powors, then, should be to line up with God,
to 1nd Ifis will and His way. This is Lut e.nother
way -of saying ithât people Who are moet truiy reli-. oue, or mest worthy of being entrusted with world

adership will conquer. These w'ho trust merely in
human power and ihuman dunning will faii; those who
trust in Divdine direction and who are inspired by iioly
motive Will Win."

Here ie a thought for Canadian and for Briib
everywhere. t is a ithought that lias in clear lan.
guage been expresse'd by Lloyd-George and by
Jellicoe, b y thinkers, and writers in England, Scotl iid
and Canada. That is enough. Tt muet become the
thought and the expression of the comrmon people, of
the soldiers, muffition workere, legisiatore, fathers and
mothers and chldren. Unlees this ig a hdi-y war it is
not -torth -the winning. If it je oarried on as a holy
war there is ne poesibility of failure. If a holy war,
the responibilty £or succes jes with God, Nwhose
agents 'we are, and God never fails.

Ia order thiat we should be lined up with God we
must be like Him. This je true for aIl. The greateet
traitors are those who are deliberately doing things
that are ungodly. A legisiator who is abetting graft
mey cail himself a Christian, and -may parade hie loyal-
ty, but none the less is he a traiter. Gd cannot trust
hMm, and therefore He muet 'withhould'victory because
of hira. So, too, je it with ail who are using the war to
make unrighteoue proôfit. So, too, with any who take
up arme raerely -in the epirit of revenge. Thie is a
holy war or it je nothing. Unles it je a holy war it
je not worth the rwinning.

Two great statements shoulM be ever with us-"The
ivar will be won iby prayer," "the laet hundred million
of sacrifice will win the 'war." Let ue be serious-
minded.

Mobillsing Our Brains
gcgo NE of the many thinga that the present great

war has taught us je the feet that mere num-
bers .without training are futile, and that even

trained numbere are futile without adequate equip-
ment. 't has aiso shown the -inefficacy e'f some of
the old weapone and given uncxpected value to liew
ones. More an'd more it is proving itseof te be a war
of science and ýmachinery. Future wars will foilow
the.sanie course or adrvance upon it. The leaders will
be, not the commanders who drive the enemy eut of
his trenches, but the men of science who think hlm
out."

There are other vars being 'waged than the war cf
the trenches, and here ton, it is brames that rwill win.
There je the war with sin, with political debauchery,
'with aelfish greed, with iignorance.

Consider the war against immorality, particularly
againet social vice! Dues anyone think thore je a
solution, short cf social reconstruction? If mien axe
net paid enougli wages te support a wife and family,
and if girls are not paid enough wages to live, do
yeu suppose any legisiative decrees wil'l have far-
reac'hing effecte? Thore is some serions thinking te
be dene 1hefore the iset action can be decided upon.
It will take heart, intellect and poeketbook te solve
thie the moet serieus of ourcty probleme.

'Oonsidor the matter cf political debauchery. A
wave cf popular iindignation bas swept over the coun-
try with the rosult that local governm ente in three
provinces bave 'been turned out cf office, and men
thought te be more honest put in their place. There
je uncroubtedly a growing feeling that there is still
much te be deeired, eepecially in federal affaire. There
are toc many pap-fed followers, tee many unwerthy
occupante -of office, toc many wit-h a ten thousand
contract and -ten thousand in extras. Sentiment
and prejudice say, "Continue the game!" Intelligence
and commun hcnesty eay, "End it!" As a people we
have te ilet our brains rule us in this matter. In
everything that pertains te the war, there should bie
absolutely ne distinction as te party. For a man to
think in terme cf party at sucb a time is rank
treaseDn. It le a wholesome sign that ontly about half
a dozen reputable Canadiean papers are supporters of
party governiment at the present time. The best
brame cof the Dominion should 'have been aireoting
affaire since the war began. But the brains of Canada
'bave not been m.obilized. In many cases the manag-e.
ment has been entrusted te party hacks and rank
incumpetents. The t'hing is scandalous. andi ail the
more se becaîrse our fig]ting -men are -o eapable and
eou.ragecus and ýour people sô willing to give every
tupport. One dielikes te say things w%%hile the war
is on, but there are times when patience veases te bc
;1 virtue.

Consider the war. w-e have with ignoranee. I-io% few
rrren and women %ve have w~ho reallv know things!
\Ve have few home-trained wlro axe capable of leadinc
in manufacture. industry -andi art. \Ve are a1epen-
'''rt 111)()n th ua'ir4ide world. Th(, home, tihe school.

the prese and private effort muet join ini an attempt
to make truth commun. It will tako ail the wisdom
of ail our beet people te tell and domnonstrate how
the -modern home je te dou ts proper work mrest effeet-
ually. it wiiil take ail the thought of teathers tand
parents te settie tle problems cf elentent.ary second-
ary and higher education. It will require a genera-
tien te produce men capable cf managing and editing
for the gpood of the people our newepapers end maga-
zines. And rwhen home and echuel1 have done their
utmost Private effort muet do its share. The way te
auocess re co.o'peration. We muet mobilize our brain
force. If we could only get togethor we could do anv--
thing. If we continue to amnove around in emaîl circles,
ea'eh iman the centre. cf his own littie orbit, we shal
get no'where. Let us mobilize.

1 The Study of Russian
SN one cf the newepapers there appeared a few days
i go an article favoring the teaching cf Russian in

Western Universities. The article has se much te
conrannd it that a couple of paragraphes are repro-
durced. The sane -argument would be ueed with re-
gard te one or two other langugs, 'but the claims
of Russian are particularly pesing.

'We have in Canada alre.ady a groat population of
those who epeak Russian, or saime cf th e tongues
relatod te the -Ruseban. t je by Canadianizing these
anddeveloping their intellectuel Ipowers, that we oSn
mrost redi'iy securo a body cf mon capable cf inter-
preting and doaling with our great aily, w-ho ence-
forth ire shall reekon as our next door n.eighbor on
the West. t ie clear that if ire are te work with
the Ruesian people and te build up a permanent
friendehip, at least soeeof our people should be able
te appreciate their ideals, andi te set forth in their
owna language the thoughts and feelings cf Canadiens.
Na'turrlly, the study cf the Russian language and
'Iiterature ýis a nocessity.

"Then, again, there is in Russian thouglut and forai
cf expression somothing which is unknown te us as a

poe.Thero is a spiritual excellence bora cf natural
simpiityan'd reverence, 'wbich le imanifeeted in al
Ruesian literary and artistie productions. . The mueic
cf the country, at ts beet, wild, weird andi pathetic,
reveals the passion anrd iongling cf these great people.
Such passion and eucah revorent oarnostnees migbt
iwel be emulated by our ewn Canadian people."

Sacrifice
T I-E supreme moment bas corne. The trunîpet je

sounding for the charge-a charge along es une
cf a thousand miles. How can any man at sudh

a moment stop 'te argue about conscription cf men or
conscription cf wealtb? The only thing te do le te
sacrifice ail, and when the 'vitory ls won te punish
without mercy îel slackers and grafters. The irbele
empire le in this war, and every man and every ire-
man muet bc prepareai te mak7e the great sacrifice.
Their duty las been set forth by thc meet eloquent cf
our own stateemen. Sir George E. Feeter eays:

"The Britieh people irriil have te strip haro te the
w ajet and fight the ibattiseout with the enemy. In
England to-day imen's profits vanish suddenly into
thin air; luxuries make way for nocessities; the
Britieh peeple are absolutely sacrificing everything
possible for the sake cf the war. What are we doing
foe- the saine? 1 warrant there are lots' cf families
in this city who 'do n-t 'have eone single luxury the
less, on their tables than they had three er four years
ego, who lhave net denied themeelves one single auto-
mobile ride. Our sym~pathies may be alive, but we,
baven't yet corne te the point cf self-denial.

"If the peepleo f Canada would givo up their te-
bacco fer ene year and put the savinge frera thie
luxury into a fun'd, wbat would ho the result? Are
ire really dem tot the plane cf sacerifice ansI devotion
mvben -we refuse te do a thin o f that kind?

'Again, if the people of Britain andi Canada wou'bd
turn into a fund ail their expenges for intexicating
liquore for a ye'ar, 'wha't a great savinî thi& would
rosuit in. Sometimes 1 dont feel cern ortable eveh
at amy oivn table, wbich je net an expensive one, as
.my minai gees' -out, andi I see the millions cf little Bel-
gian cbjîdren, starving, wasting te death for irant of
food. Yet you sometimes sec in the Amorican papers
the proud announicement that the United States 'bas
contributed six or ton or twelvo million dollars for
l3lgian relief. Hem long would thet -s un go te
feed those millions of starving chilairen? Tu-day
Belgium je being supported by ggvernment grants
frum the funds cf the British and French govern-
monts. an'd t.hey are paying a hundreai million dollars
per year on hier behaîf. Betireen thom they have so
far contributed tire hundred and forty millions of dol-
lare. WVhat ls ten or six or two millions compared
te this?'ý

Funerals

T HOSE w~ho atterra funerais are' agra-ed that it is
ltime Éor reform. Tîrere a-e usrtain things ini

vonncction Nvith the veremon jas that are verx'
objectionable.. andi still more ohjer.tionabl' are the~
anodes cf disposing cf the dead.

Consider first cf al conditions in the '-itiew;. Tha',rp
ithe lying in wait for tire or three days. the gather-

ing in cf solernn n îorrners. tire 'ostly Jîra'pa ratin
for buiriai. tire 4-N'nrua rrht-r tire emptery tire long
w ait iii t1ira' old air andinieh' 'lirdrive horme. Tlira
Only' tling tli-at seeamms fittiné, s tua' beauti faIburirjo

service iteeif. 'In rural communities it in eveil wS»u.
Even in midinter the grave must be propared and
the burial compieteai. t je not uncommon for sume
frienai of ýhe dead te die cf eiposure as a rosuit cf
thre long %vait at the graveside.

Nom if the present practice cf bgryiag the desd je
te prevail, thon' in cities there ehould be a etreet car
service, and in country districts there aboald jie a
morgue in connection irith every cemetery. Soane
peeple think there may ho a btter way than this.
t bas been ireil advocated by Tirelîs Bre.x in the

London "DaliMail." 't may seem et firet reading
te be horrible te many cf us, but that 'may becomec
me are creaturos cf custom and sentiment. Some
8ay we are net truly Ohrietien until ire think in termes
cf seul rather than body. It je strange thlat ioet cf
our funeral cuetomes are heathen in origin. Reeda,
boirever, 'what the "Daily Mail" says:

"Reform cf Lunoral procedure in long overdue. Our
swift, cernpetont nem governanent lais nom opportu-
nity of off ecting it by draetie ènartmeate.- The
referra mil have te extenai at once ta compulâory
cremation, ani eventua'Ily to, the wider snd even more
imrportant consideration cf the cver-growing encroseh-.
mrent cf cemoteries upon land noed'ed for building or
agriculture. t le only a aatter cf oritbmnetic te
p rove that, unlese funerai reformn is leventuaily en-
forcd, the land occupied by the dead wmli one day

rivai in area the 'land oeccupied by the living. -
"The sbmple, elean, sanitary methord oi cremation lu

the only 1-emedy for present difficulties. Cremetion
bas not made wa7' because cf prejudice, parti-y baued
on juet apprehieneloas. The latter could be ewept away
by state eafeguards, in every cremation, of a thorough
autopey, perforimed by net fewer tlan two docters ait.
&tate coat. t mouid incur conslderable-expense, but
net co quarter of the exponse now wa.ted by the
nation on ordinary funeral ai a&Il their ànelrncly
trappinges and corteges, the massive coffine tsudéread-
stones, and their appropriation df aur invaluiblé and

dwnd=ngarable land.
"Ules eople write express 'desire ia their wille

for cremation relatives rarely have recourue te 1Vt.
T'hey are tisai te the w'leei cf customn. AMi cuatoin
decrees that the poorer the worMdly estate cf the dead
the riche.r and more pretentious muet be hie obse-
quies. . The savîngs cf countlesa farrow 'homes are
inelted in a feir heure' dreary pomp.

"The mnen at the -front have death around VIcia
every day la its cruelleet, unripent visitation; they
are eoldi;rB anai sextoas toc. But tbey wmli tell you
that ail the dosai cf a fild of battie are easier te look
ripon than one dea'th in a civilian hoame. On the
fiold cf battle they look on a dead coSnrade'u body as
the aboli. hie glerieu sosul bias departeai from-tae
mere coin 'ho bas given for 'hie; paspcrt intoVte ian-
mortality cf the. galiant. They hlid hlm la remeai-
brance nesos for hie swit bestowai anie i shelloaw
niche irbile the padre reade the only rituel that
mnatters.1

'lDeath isa ee naturel as birth. We mouranat al
tbedyears and centurios before our birthe, al the &uum-
mer eunete, autuma glories, nireets and loeliness
of bine. Why should we anoura fer uhat we lose cf
these when we dile, mIen life, et longeât, la enly as
the #treak cf a falliag star? We 'have toc long made
a munimery cf 'death; it le more af a -mummory than
ever to-day. Rt i. a ancckery mIen eny civilIan in
given those droary cira ceremon-ies, the Iuled neigh-
bore, the slow procession, the carven atone, mIen al
those myrJiad llaat youag, are gaily, gladly peang
eut, pawning hf ein its 'beydey for the glory cf their
race andi the existence of civilizatien, caeles. each
cf 'bis single life se that le beipa to preserve flei
type."y

This je net a view which "The Western 'Homne
Montbly" cares bu prose, anai it eurely violatb eI
conscientious or, ahal e say, rel'igioun feeings cf
'many people. Nevertheles the idea mu in the air anmd
people inight do irurse tIen censider it.

Rusul4
History brings strange surprse.Untîl the ,ar

came te open our eyes we thought cf Ruesia au a
lanai in uhicb ne cao oubside the charmed circle cf
the elect dareai te think or breabbe, and ire thougît
cf Germany as a land in which the mass cf the
'people, because cf t'heir culture, were comparabively
free. Noir ie kacir that the Slav, irbebler in
Polanai or Russia, bas an assertivo seul, and that
only in Germany and its ally. Austria, are te be
found the eringing seuls that are net etren enough'
te assert the rigîts cf mapbocai. Andi se Russie is
free-free f romn the domination cf the Romanoffis,
and irhat is more to tIe peint, free from the con-
trolling power of the l-Ioheniollernis. For European
tyranny in irbatever form or in w'Iatever country,
it appears je traceable toe s aine German source.
TIhe vorld bas decideai that the brecai muet ha killeai.
Nicholas wvas tbe first te go. Wilbeim mIll felloir
in good time, and then will the peple reign. Goed
hona'st, reverent, peasants of Raîssia! We grasp your
hanai. Yen are ne longer slaves, but men; yen arq
net only our allie., in a great war, but our brothers
in freedoan. You have giv'en ris the greatest surprise
in history-a iirr)ri-(, ihat %vill sbock tIe mbcle
irorl iinto rigl t liv'.ing, and rai virh incidentally wili
'rift hefoe'i t, t ia' tire greri w'ar. Ruissia triunr
phant! Auteeracv (l'a<i! Nw'lio life liveai in a day!
Iliat i lt ,,itii ai-arig of the Russian revo-

iritir ii.

l


