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A Maple Bush Pays Better
Than Pine

By J. B. Spencer, B. S. A.

MAPLE lumber las long been avaluable commodÎty that lias
doubled in price within little

more than a decade. It is only reason-
able to expect that ten years hene
will see it mucli more valuable than
at the presenit time. For this reason
reforesting with maple sliould prove
a very remunerative enterprise,
yielding in a few years an annual
crop of sugar and a heritage ini timber
of no0 mean value.

Uni ortunately the stripping of even
our rocky lands of their trees has
gone on to an unprofitable degree.
A maple tree that will eut two cords
of wood is worth on the stump for
that purpose about ten dollars at the
present price of wood and lumber.
The annual interest
on this sum is front
60 to 70 cents. The
troc, if left to grow
i n to considerable
value for itself, will
yield an average of
three pounds of suigar,
worth anywhere from
75 cents to $1, accor-d-
ing to the intelligence
of the maker. To
clear off the maple
timber froiti stony
land unsuitable for

with white pine. In response to
inquiry as to, the relative cost of
foresting with maple as compa
with pine Mr. Campbell writes
follows -

In determining the cost of prod
ing any merchantable timber, th
are seven points to, be consider

The value of the land.
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re-
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312 per cent. The total cost worked
out to $165.34 per acre. This does not
include the thinnings which would
probably yield a revenue after'the
twentieth year and somewhat re-
duce the cost.

'ed, Sugar maple grown under normal
forest conditions would yield from
one hundred and fifty (150) to one
hundred and seventy-five (175) per
acre, having an average diameter of
eighteen (18) inches in about ono-
hundred and fifteen (115) or one
hundred and twenty (120 )years.

.ey Provided ail the other items, i. e.
cost of land, taxes, etc., were the

7tch samne, this increase in the length of
time alone would raise the cost of

growing maple con-
siderably above that
of growing pine. The
cost of the plants and
planting would prob-
al be 50 per cent.
mlore than the $10
figured on for pine.ý
This is partly due to
the heavier nature of
the soul in whichl the
m a p 1e would be
planted and partly
due to the higlier price
for maple seedlings.
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