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embraced generally the improvement of the River
v . Trent throughout, from the Bay of Quinté dfi“Lake
Ontario to Rice Lake, and the improvement of the sc-
veral Rivers and Lakes continuously, thence by Lake
Simcoe and the River Severn to Gloster Bay, a portion
of Lake Huron, '

‘

Grouonds on

o These improvements were recommended and under-
:'mfk'; 3’;0' taken by the Legislature of the then Province of Upper
wdcrtaken.  Canada, chiefly upon two grounds: First, that they

would effect a facile and uninterrupted line of inland

' navigation from Lake Ontario to Lakes Huron and

- Michigan.” ‘That it would become the channel for the
- trade-of the ¢ Great

. much shorter than that of the River and Lakes of the r
St. Lawrence. That it would not be liable to\mler-; in.
50

ruption in time of war, and, as stated, was ab

Townships_bordering ‘on it. Secondly, to encourage

and aiford lucilities to the extensive trade in‘staves and

lumber, reasonably to be anticipated from the large and

well timbered tructs,.which would be opened (o the

market by the removal of the obstructions in the river.

onthess  Prior to my appointment to the ofiice’ I have the

" . works furnish- honor to hold, and previous to the establishment of the

ﬂﬁ{ué’mf Board of Works, [ was requested by Lord Sydenham ;

to furnish_him with my views generally upon the seve-

ral public works of the Province whether in jprogress”

Memonanda, or projected.  Upon the general report wiich I accor-
on which the

ti .
:,Tfﬂmbpan,:d °® . that nobleman subsequently laid before the House of
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tely
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necessary for the opening and settlement of the various

‘

dingly furnished, were based the memdranda, which:

-
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These suggestions it would appear were approved of Suggestions
and acted un by the House of Assembly, as the appro- g;‘:;;;g;l"m_
priation; Act provided for them ; under the authority of port, approved

by whi¢h a navigation of sixty miles in length, from ® Sevgos -

Cameron and Bobeageau Fulls to Rice Lake, is effect-
ed, and a road’ thencé fo Lake Ontario at Windsor .
Harbour is being' constructed, nineteen miles in length,
. Although this lock and-dam have been finished since 1 swering of
the Jast suimer, it has not been cansideredoadvisable the water of

est.” _'That it would be very: to lower tlie water to the level at which it is perma-i“i't;‘)"o“_"
nently to be kept, until the cold ‘weather has fully set ,,..nuc'.,clpm. .

poncd.
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‘So far back as the year 1834 great dissatisfaction and Action which
excitement existed in the neighbourhoud of this luke at:mp‘;ﬁ’;
in consequence of the level to which it was.raised by Rurdy's Da.
a dam at the outlet of it by Mr. Purdy, to whom were .

. granted by the Government certain rights connected ™~ ..
“therewith. In 1835 Mr. Baird, Civil EKngiucer, made,

[

by order of the then Lieut. Governor Sir Jobn Colborne,
a very minute and laborious examination and report
upon the subject (sce No. 13 in Appendix to Journals
of the House of Assembly, vol. 1. 1836.) The sub-
stance of- his Report was that in, ifs natural state, the
luke might more properly be called a marsh, through a
great portion of which a canoe could with difficulty be
paddled, and that the Miasma from it was very destruc-
tive. That the level to which the waters were raised

~ Assembly, and upon them was founded the Act making ; by Mr. Purdy’s dam, was serviceable, so far as the

In that report T felt it my duty to ‘express an
unfavorable opinion generally, upon the contemplated
works of the Newcastle District, as then laid} before
the public. I stated in substance, nearly, as fdHows :
Even assuming the navigation to bave the dppth of
water proposed, namely, 5 feet (but this I felt persuad-
ed would not be) the class of vessels navigdting it
- would not be suiteil to the larze western LukestHuron
| and Michigan ; that consequently transhipmeut would

Opimn‘ex- .
in ori-
ngmnl report.

be necessary at its entrance on Gloster Bay} That
the navigation would be much impeded by the floods,

: - currents, &c., in_ the river, through which it Was car-
# ried, and would also be seriously obsructed byjthe ice

forming earlier and continuing later in the Jseveral

" small inland lakes, through which it passed, - than was

the case in the more southern waters of the S}l Law-,

rence. That from the great amount of lockige (up-

wards of 820 feet)sce Appendix { Letter U.)andils very
circuitous course, it could never in my opinio

the channel of the * Trade of the Great West.}’

this being the case, the local wants of the eountpy did

not make necessary nor demand the immense putlay

* which the undertaking would require,- estimat

about £620,000, but: to which I stated £300,000

should be added. This addition I have since

tained ‘would not be suflicient. o

' 1

Class of Navi-  Finally, I suggested that a very much reduced|class
B, of improvement might be undertaken, to meet the 1
of that section of country, which from its great ektent

- and capabilitics for production .and improvement, is
highly deserving of attention. The works' sugdested

" were, the formation of some gnod cross roads, lepding
from the Ports on Lake Ontario into the back’ townjship ;

. 'The construction of some slidés to facilitate the run-
©  ning down of timber, and for which memorigls haq been
previously presented to ‘His Excellency the Governor
General, and ‘the completion of some detached}locks

and dams, commencéd under the Commissionriers, and

" which were then in different stages of forwardness,

- | The cost of such works to amount to"about £505‘000. .
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provision for the construction of certain Works therein | fimils of the original marsh, to the health of the ad-

. emumerated. ‘ . i

joining country, but from its height, by tlooding into a
great number of small creeks, and over a vast quantity
of land, low but previouslf dry, that it.was a nuisance |
of a must serious character. That the total removal of |
the dam, however, would not only destroy the naviga-
tion, but by again reducing the lake to a state of niarsh,’
would render the country most unhealthy, That this
L extreme height of Mr. Puardy’s dam, (13 to 14 feet)
was wholly unnecessary, whether for the purposes of
willing or for the improvement of the navigation, He
recommended therefore, that the lock and dam should
be built below Purdy’s dam, which caused the mis-
chief, and that the latter should then be removed. He
fixed upon the level of the new dum to be between six
and seven feet below that of the olil one, and” on this-
principle acéordingly the works have been constructed,
and the old dam will now be removed.

The lock and dam at Whitlas’s Rapids, as ‘well as Lock and Dom
those at Crook’s Rapids, have been completed 5 by means at Whitlas'.
of thein a navigation of about 50 miles in length (em- Lock and Dam
bracing Rice Lake) from Peterborough, the. District ™ Zeook's Ka-
Town to near Heely’s Falls, is created, and by itinn ;o0
conjunction with an excellent road from Rice Lake to gained by these
Port Eope, 93 miles in length, the several townships werks.
bnrden’ing on Rice Lake and the Otonabee River are

<

opened tv Lake Ontario.

On|the completion of this navigation a Steam-bat . |
was buitt aud placed on'it, by which, no doubt the in- -
habitants of the adjvining country will be much agcom- «

lock and dam at Chisholm’s- Rapids, the most Lock and Dam
of wljich had. been built under the former Commis-
sionefs, have also been finished ; by them the river isDistanco ren-
fendgred navigaBle fr Yessels drawing four feet water {10 paviga-
from| the widow [arris’s to Percy’s - Landing, a dis-‘w:,ki_ e
i tance of about 20 miles, but at presentthere isnoap- -

: pearance of any vessel'being placed upon it. '
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I} have considered it necessary to go into the fore- '

¥ {

ihg geperal repetition upon the works cormected

which these works have since been cartied on. - of by the Lo- ©
. | . gislature,
' The lock and dam at Scugog have been completed, Lockand Dam

at Chuholi's.
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