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embraced geneially the improvement of the River These suggestions it would appear were approved of suggetaons
Trent throughout, from the Bay of Quinté öfilake and acted on by the House of Assembly, as the appro-My o"vial w*
Ontario to Rice Lake, and the improvement of these- priation.Act provided for them; under the authority of approve'
veral Rivers and Lakes continuously, tience by Lake which these works have since been -carried on. o :by tio Le-

Simcoe and the River Severn to Gister Bay, a portion
of Lake Huron. The lock and dani at Scugog have been completcd, Loekand Dan

by whiéi a navation of sixty miles i lengthà, from "scugo-

Gmunds on These imprévements vere recommended and underi Camerin and Bobeca u Fails to Rice Lake, is effict-
w'ich th'* taken by the Legislature of the then Province of Upper ed, and a road' thenc5t to Lake Ontario at Windsor

w k Canada, cliefly upon two grounds : First, that tley Harbour is beingconstructed, nineteen mes mength.
would etfuct a facile and uninterrupted line of inland
navigation from Lake Ontario to Lakes Huron and Although -this lock and:dam have been finished since Lowering or
Michian.* Tfiat it would become the chann'el for the the last iuin.mer, it lias iot been cinsidered.àdvisable the water or

trade -or the " Great *West." That it would be very to lower ttie water tu the level at which it is perma- Pl Dasm
much shorter than that of the River and Lakeý 6f the nently tu be kept, until the cold 'weather has fully se( nnueverpaî.
St. Lawrence. That it 'vould fnot be liable to, inter-: in. P°"id.

ruption in time of war, and, as stated, was abso'hately
necessary for the opening and settlement of the vaèious So far back aç the year 1834 greal dissatisfaction and Action which
Townships. bordering on it. Secondly, to encourage excitement existed in the neighbourhood of this lake h hectaokeh

and alffurd ficilitics to the extensive trade in-stáves and in consequence of the level o whiçh it was.raised by wur r a.
lumber, reasonably te bc anticipated fromn the large and a dam at the outlet of it by Mr. Purdy, to whom were
well timibered tracts,. which would be opened to dhe ,granted by the Governient certain riglhts connected
market by the remouvai of the obstructions in the river. therewith. la 1835 Mr. Baird, Civil Engincer, made,

by order of the tien Lieut. Governor Sir John Colborne,
nnthel Prior to my appointment to the ofiice7 I bave the a very minute and laboriouas examination and report

worka furnish- honor tio hokJ, and previous to the establishament of the upon the subjeci (see No. 13 in Appendix te Journals
ai b#ordcr Board of Works, I was requested by Lord Sydenham; of the House of Assembly, vol. 1. 1836.) The- sub-
hua. te furnish him with my views grencrally upon the seve- stance of- his Report was thiat in, its natiral state, the

ral public works of tie Province whetlher in ýprogress luke might mare properly be called a marsh, through a
Atmoranda, or prjected. Upon the generalreport w ach!I accor great portion of which a canoe could with difficulty be
sou which th -n; furnished, were Lased the memèrandc, which paddled, and ihat the Miasma from it was very destruc-

°4 . that nobleman. subsequently laid before the Hlouse of tive. That the level to wiici tie waters were raised
Assembly, and upon them was founded tie Act making by Mr. Purdy's dam, was servkceable, so far as the

provision for the construction of certain Work's therein: linits of the original marsh, to tle health of tlc ad-
ermmerated. . joining coantry, but from its heiglht, by flooding initoa

9reat number of small creeks, and over a vaast quantity
In that report I felt it my duty ta ex ress an of land, Ijv but preViousld dry,·that it.was a nuisanco

unfiavorable opinion generally, upon the conte plated ofa must serious chmliacter. *That the total removal of
woirks of the Newcastle District, as then laid. before the dam, however, would not only de!troîy the naviga;

Opinion ex- the public. I stated in substance, nearly, as fi -lows : tion, but by again reducing the lake to a state of marsi,
prened ar -Even assuming the navigation ta have the dptl of' would renler tie country most unhealthy. That this

nd rcport water proposed, namely, 5 feet (but this J feit prsuad- extreme height tif Mr. Purdy's dam, (13 to 14 feet J
- cd would nut be) the class of vessels navig; ting it wir wholly unnecessary, whether for the purposes of

would not be suited to the large western Lkesuron milling or for the improvene -nt ofthe navigprtioen. He
and Michigan ; that consequently transhipmen would recom mended therefore, that the lack and dam should
be necessary at its entrance on Gloster B3ay That be built below Purdy's d.am, which caused the.mis-
the navigation would be much impeded by th floods, chief, aid iliat the laiter shouhl then be removed. 1He
currents, &c., in the river, through whic it as car- tixed upon the level of th.e new dani to bc betveen six
ried, and woîuld nisé be seriously obsructed by the ice ani seven feet belov that of the oil une, and' on this-
forming earlier and continuing luter in the severali principle accordingly the works have been co
small inland litkes, through which it passed, -flan was and the old dam ill now be removed.
the case in the mure southern waters of the S Law- -

rence. That from the great amouait of dk; e (u'p -The lock and dam at Whitlas's Rapids, as ^cll a$ Lockand Dam
wards of 820 feet) see A ppendix (Letter U.) an i s very those at Croiok's Rtapiis, have been completeil; by meains at whidt.
circuitous course, it could never in my pinio coie of thein a navigation of about 50 miles in length (ema. Lock and Dam
thé channel of tie "Trade of the Great West. That .bracing Rice Lake) froin Pterborough, tie Dibtrict a rook's Ita-

this being the case, the local wants of the count y did Town:to near Iéelv' Flhs, is creaated, and by it in
not make necessary nor demand the immense iitlay conjurnction with an ex<cellenat road from Rice Laîketogaint i)ytbefe
whicIh the undertaking would reiluire,- estimat >d at Port Hope, 9. amiles ina leagtlh, the several t.ownshipsworko.

about £620,000, but' to which I stated £30 ),000 borderling on Rire Lake and the Otoniabee River are
should be added. This additionI have since acer- opened to Lake Ontario,
tained 'would not be suflicient. i 1 . .. .

O h i f i i i t .

Finally, I sitgested that a very much reduced class
of improvenerit might be undertaken, to meet the vànits
of that section of country, which from its gr-at e tent
and capabilities for prodttiod -and improvemènt, is
highiy deserving of attention. The wvoarks sug esîted
.were, the formation of some good cross roadsa, le iding
from the Ports on Lake Ontario intq the ack tow hip;
The construction of sone slidès to facilitate lhe run-
ning down of timber, and for whicli memoriails ha been
previously presented te -His Excellency the Go ernor
General, and the completion of some detáchaed lbcks
and dams, commencéd under the Commissionriere and
which were then in differcnt stages of forwardness.
The cost of suèh works te amount toéabout £50 000.

n tl le comp et on o t s nlavg«aton11 a eaml- oat.
was b ilt and .placed on it, by which, no doubt the in-
habit. nts of the adjoininag country will b mu uch accom-
noda cd.

T lock and dan at Chtisholm's-Rapids, the most Lock and Dam
of wl ich hiad. [aen built under lie former Commis- at chAioL's.
sione ,, have also ben Jinished ; bv them the river is Distancoren-
iend rècd navigale for isels drawing four feet water dricd naviga-
from the widow Harris's ta Percy's -Landing, a dis-
anc of about 20 miles, but at prent there is no ap-.

pea ace cf any vessel'being placed upon it.

I have considered it necessary te go into the fore-
"oi g general repetition upon tie, works connected

cla" o Na i-
gattîoii ro:-
lutandid. ,


