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OUR NOBLE PRAYER.
The Phiiosopiîy or the ltoarY.

A criticai Stndy in tuie Light of
IZEAS014 AND SCIENCE.

Preston Catholtc News.
Almoat ail uon-Catlîolics are eutirely

ignorant o! the devothon of Lime Rosary,
and bold it lu uther contempt andI re-
Probation. Even Nrithiri the Houseliold
Of Faith there exist pensons whîo stip-
Pose thiat, howeven good sud neefuil lu
rùaY blinh itsel!, it is ouly or chiefly s-
daptetu to tthe use or tue more ignorant
Classes o! devotees, anti wlo, tuerefore,
Wliolby negbect its use. On the other uisui
those who kuoý,% it best simd use t most'
hmOld rigbtiy uuat tume soleun iurgy of
the Chureli seide, it is tuhe bigliest anti
nobîet sud moet effectuaI o! ail forme
Of Stateil prayer. '[bose wbo love sud
%Steem thes Holy Rosary do so because
it was reveaied by Our Lady to St. Do-
x1inic, because IL lias ebowu iteelf
Iliracinlousiy Efficicut lu tuie Conversion

o! Soube
tnd ths impetration o! celestiai favours,
aud liocause experience lu its uise uise
6ndleared it to them as s deligit simd
40rfort to the spirit, ail inspiration samd
'XPiration o! Divine love. Btt wuiatsver
15 truc anmd good les spremely reasona-
bis, sud thîcre are tuose whuo ueed to sec
the rationsie o! a thiug before thîey can,
Uissles by a prodigy o! grace, ie lirouglît
tO accept and use it. A critical study o!
the Roeary lu thie lieit of reason sud
cience more tian corrohorates tlîe higui-
*st dlaims that have issu mails for t by
ie votaries. it
bIllstrates Some o! the Most Subtie sud

Important Principles o! Practicai
Pysebiology

and commeude itsesf, to wlioever wil
t sk8 the trouble to examine it thorougli-

47uad impartially, as the one popular
Ilovotion wiich le equally adapted to the
"0 ofo men and womeu o! every type
and degree o! culture sud learuiug. 'fli
Rosary consiste o! four ciemente, Lime
*enie wlàicb are fotiud in every work o!
&t, wbctuîer religions or profane. A great
Painting, for cxample,consists o! the can-
Vfas, the pigments, tie design sud group-
Iug, sud s certain centrai ides sud do-
Inlstimg conceptionm whiclî gives to the
W11018 ts higbeet meauiug sud elguifi-
Oalce. So the Rosary consiste o! the
Ileade, certain prayere are said npoum

thtcertain mysterie in the life o!
Our Lord sud the Bbegsed Virgin Mary
WtîlCh are cotemplated wbils the pray-
%es arc being recited, samd the ideal or
'nYstical truthe whiucb tîes mystenie
rePresent.'[hie
liaterial Substratum o! this Wouder!ni

Spiritual Creation
18 a string o! 16;-)beads, srrsnged lu fit.
teun decades or gnxiîps o! ten, ssparatcd
bY Single beade. Foir couveniece s ake,a
litring o! one tiiri tL.ies ize is common-
IYYlused, sncb a cuaplet, as it le called,
being repeated t}ree tunuja iu the recits-
%ion o! the wliole rodsny. ILs verbal sub-
4tratum le a certain arrangement o!fLime
thlrce prayers - the "O!lr Father,"1 the
ifli Mary," snd "Glory lie to the Fatb-
er' -oe of wlîich je said at the touch o!
each bead. ts iutellecttiaî eement, cor-
Iresponding to wlatu licouee called tic
« tascsndeutal form" o! a work o! art,
l5furnislied by a stries o! fifteen epi-

*Odes lu the ie of J(iss Cuiansd Hie
Iimnacuate Mother, whicti are succes-

QlVBly cotmplated durng the recita-
tÎon o! the prayers. ts essence is
ThlO Great Drama o! the Incarnation

sud Redomption,
*hîcuî l te ccentral !act lu the history
Of tee nuiverse, sud thme crowuiug mani-
fstation o! the Dvine glory. '[bat tuis
l1osary is Lie best o! ail prayers is cvi-
dont lronm tbe fact tlîat it is thie nost
1Poteut meaxmS'in eXisence by which the
So0ul can mainhainlin tsecf a vivid ton-
belousnessud dus appreciation o! those
scenes o! Divine aciievement îvhichî are
the pivot o! ail Iiistory sud ail philoso-
Pliy sud ailbreligionm, snd lu whicb the
chie! actor was Jeens Cuhrit, union witbî
Whom le the onby nosd ho sîvation from
sin sud Lo supernsturalb liatitude. '[le
pfflary ie tinue, ike thie nature o! the
Çxodhes.I t ilutatsLuis Ileglia

ted creation, the miracle o! Divine love
sud glory. 'This is exliiited lu the Joy-
fuI Mysteries. Opposcd to tuile le the
vast weiwhlt o! woe,

'Tle lnevitauile Sequence o! Sin,
sud wlîich n10oue lias feit lu aIl the lior-
ror o! its awful import save (joli Hîmeel!,
miniept lu the fiesb ; as we behlîod lu the
Sorrowfnbl Mysteries. But epriuigiug froîn
tliis twofold source, sud reconciliug this
tremeudoiis incongruity, appears thei
Living Clîurcuî, wuîoee triompt in utui
persons o! its Hlead sud o! its members
le revealed lu the Glorione Mysteries.
T[le Joyfub Mysteries are tlîe Mysteries
o! tlhe Incarnastion ; the Sorrowfqil arethie
Mysterie o!fthe Passion ; aud tuie Gb-
nouns are the Aysteries of thie Beatitude.
'[hie Five Joyfîîl Mysteries are : Tuie
Ainunuciation, tuîe Word becoming fleeli;
the Visitation, God adored lu tbe besomn
o! Mary ; thie Nativity ; -God manifeet
to the worbd as Jesus Curit; tbe Presen-
tation, the lulfilment o! the law sud the
recognition o! the Heaveuly Guest ; the
Fiudiuug lu the Temple, t'je Proclamation
o! Divine Trutti. Here le exhibited a
progressive uîîfoldiug o! tlhe

Crowulng Glory o! Gajd's Creative
Work.

He Himsesf descends into the tabernacle
whicli He bas prepired for Himsesf iii
thue heart o! Hie Owîm creation, abides
thiere recogîîised onlv by the illuminated
sys o! tue cliosen one aMOug Hie eleüt>
comes forth into tuhe midet o! manklud,
o! civil sud religious socisty, andi finally
poîîrs forth tuie riches o! celestial wisdom
lunlininan accents. The Five Sorrowful
Mysteries are '[Tho Agony lu the Gar-
den, the suffering o! the Boul; the Scourg-
iug at the Pillar, the suffering o! the
fieshi; thîe Crowning witlî Thiorus, the
suffcriug o! the head ; tuhe (arryiug o!
the Cross, tuîe Sufferiiig o! the bodily
frame ; the Crucifixion, the supreme
sufferng of the wlîole beiug. 'hiese six-
ful acense display the Redlesmer follow-
iug the pathi which tbe veîiom o! sinm hîad
traversed, to root out the cures at every
point. T[le crime o! Adamn, begiîmning
witlî the malice in tuhe soml, brouglit di-
sesse sud uusighitliuess to the outer bo-
dy, errer tue mmnd, woakness to the
muscular and osseoue system, sud disor-
der iiito the wliole organieun.'[lisse
evile !orm thie dire antitheels to thie won-
ders o! the Divine works lu nature sud
mari; but tuîeir remedy le provided iu
the boly eorrow wuîicui springs from the
siglît of their last sud most cruel effects.
Hors

T[le Punielimeut o! sin Falls Upon
thes AI-Holv

tbe serpent o! darnues bites the licol o!
tiie Womsn's Sced ; tîme suffering wuîicui
liase beconie the common lot o! bjuinanity
makes iold Lo attack the impassible
Godbesd tbat lise condoscended to as-
suims it snd lu the very place wlîere ItS
spleudour elîlves forth most dazziugby,
the Sacred Heart of Jeans. 'Tie Five
Glorions Mysteries are :Tuie Resurroc-
tien -tlie triumph over death. '[he As-
censio-tlie triompi over bell. 'Tho
Deecent o! the Hoby Glîot-tlie estai-
lisirent o! tîhe Divine kingdoma on
earth. '[hie Assumption o! tic Blessed
Virgin-tie donsummated redemption
o! the body. 'The Cornnation o! the
Blesscd Virgin-the con8ummated re-
demption o! tic soul. INow wes ee the
Incarnate God treading sin sud doati-benesth Hia feet, sud triumpliantly eu-
tering the celestial courte, accompaniod
by the holy patriarche that had so long,
been waiting for Hie comiug. 'Tho Di-
vine Spirit descends upon iLs esrthly
spouse, sud the Churcli iy which mari-
kind le to be at once redeemed from sin,
sud unitod to God lu Christ, la boru of
Mary in thîe Cenacle at Jerusalem. Not
content to wituese the fulfilmeut o! the
D)ivine Glory iu tuie person o! tbe Re-
deemer, sud in humanity at arge, we
fi our gaze upon iLs suprenie exhibition
lu the redemption of thie individual pier-
eonality. We have in the Incarnation
sud the Passion not oully a general lu-
teret as a meaus for the sslvstiouî sud
bestitude o! the buman race, but also s
personal interet as the oly iensn by
wlîich we oursebye can individualîy ah-
tain to our truc deetiîmy. bu order,
therefore, ho appreciate thie office o! Jesus
Christ at its truc vaiue, it le uecesuury

Wtiîeî we seek such shiiuing trophies
of releein'iig love vie find tbat among
the B!essed, on1e stands ont pre-emi rent-
]y as the most glorlous of ail redeemed
persoîîalities. T[his je no other thian the
Biessed Virgin Mother herself, the type
and exampfle of sanctity, and the one
liuran person wlio was cbîosen to co-
operate as thle representative of the ole
created universe iin ail the mysteries of
the Incarnation and Redeinution. So we
contemplate the assumption of ber soul
and boudy luto beaven, as tihe most pre-
cious trophy wrested by the band of thie
Great Conqueror from deatb and the
grave: andi in lier corouation by the
Ever-Blessed Trinity as the Queen of
Angels and Queen of Saints we bebold
the very ultiiînate anîd

Cro wuing Fruit of tlhe Redemptive
Work;

an unapproacliable glory, at once to God
aud to creation, whicb no invention of
omnipotence however vast, can ever take
away or obscure. But a merely intellec-
tuai contemplation of these truthe is not
suficient ; for it must be our aimi to
make them a part of our inmost selves.

t is the faculty of imagination wbich
most powerfnlly affects our emotions and
oiir conduct, since it le able to briug per-
sons and events before us witb the vivid-
ness of lan actual experience of our owu.
XVe, tlierefore, picture to ourselves the
Annuniciation, the Presentation of the
Divine (Jbild in the temple, and the
other mysteries, witb ail the accessory
incidents recorded by the Holy Scrip-
tures or other early Chîristian literature.
Since tlîey viere planned by Divine Pro-
vidence, performed by Cod incarnate iu
the flesh, sud recorded by the 1Holy
Spirit, they must by preguant with spiri-
tuiaI meauiug, sud we accordiugly draw
froin tlîem

A tbonsand Varied Mystical Illumina-
tions anîd Practical Lessowî',

according as circumestances, or an inner
inspiration of the Divine Spirit, may
snggest. But stated meditation ia diti-
cuit, and for soime minds4lmost impos-
sible ; and the imagination is biard to
control, especially wben ail tbe invisible
emiesaries of evil press rouind to divert
the mind from these hioîy images iu
whose preseuce tbey loe altheir power.

To assiet lu focussing the mind, as it
were, upon these visions of lulfille<l
prophecy, suggested by the Rosary, and
siso to s0 eiuîplify tbe devotion tbst
every bumian beiug witbout exception,
cau take part lu it by the ide of thie
saints sud sages, tbe Mysteries are
supported aseit were, by a series of vocal
prayers. Wbile meditsting upon any
one of the fIfÉeen selected events lu the
life of Our Lord aud Hie Blessed Motb-
er wbicb make up the Drama o! Sal-
vation one recites the Our Father
once, sud tben the Hll Mary ton times,
concludiug witb a single recitation of
the doxology: Glory bato theFatber. By
this device the mind le enabled, in tase
it wauders from the immediate suhject
of the Mystery, to fali back upon holy
and Christian sentiments calculated to
immedistely recaîl it to the scene wlîich
it is desired to keep before IL. Iu ot'er
words, that residunni of attention wlîicb
le not directed towardS the subject of
the Mystery is gathered up by the vocal
prayers sud given a religious direction.

The Eseen .e of Prayer,

as of virtue, lies ln a certain kind Of in-
tention. Prayer le the direction o! the
soul towsrds God; snd whoever directe
fils eoul towards God, wiîther in peni-
tence, or fsith or supplication or thanke-
giving or communion le Offeriug a tune
and effectuai prayer, wletber or flot lie
uses any formi of words or thiuks of tîose
tbat lie uses. Words are m-erely means
to the sud, wbicb le the OtPouriug of
tbe soul towards its Creator. The loviug
contemplation of the Person Of Jesus
Christ, eepecially lu tiiose very acte by
wbich He became Our iRedeemer is a
super-excellent degree of truc prayer,
and it le to this tbat thie Rosary le adap-
ted to give rise. The body as well as
tbe mind je given a part in tlîis wouder-
fui cxercise,bymesnsof the beade, wlîlch
are slipped one by one throngb tbe fin-
gers as tbe prayers are said.

MI

1
empt for the body, luthie literal sense tbe flfteen MYsteries become a world-

Of tbe expression, li s aGuosticisiug er- cycle-a cosmie lotus, a mystical rose
ror ; thie Catholic loves sud revereuces witb bier Who le, by excellence, tbe Rosa
it, demnande ouly that it sball maintain M.ýystica lu its centre, 1holding forth the
its normal relation of perfect subservi- Word of Life Who la ths meeting-point
ency to the soul. If le the temiple of of the funite aud infinite.
God, made by Hia owun wisdom, and
power, aud thje Eterual, clothed lu }liii Our Eîîenies Witness.
Euchiaristic garmente, lias brotlit luto An escaped nuit lias heen telliug theit aIl the spîsudour of Hîs infile Ma- rair ft lik 0 i ovr
jesty. Not oîîly do the beade perfect the reatiolrs orn i coî'11 eriiig 1er ltovrt
prayer by enabling the body to partici- CtoisalcltiirtghrIitr

pateiii he apiraionso! He sol, itse la not sa very lanfiir as lier clase ge-pt iyare asaprati ens of awaks-], ut rally are. S. e says :"Onie thîiug vicb,theyare isç a pwertil eansof wak--flar, le often overlookedl le tlîe necessi-eniug, preserviug, snd eîîbancing the ty, lu ail coîitroversy wltîi Rome, ofinterior devotion. liaving an iiiteli getit knowledge o! theT[ieInstincts of Devotion. sUbjsct. W1 e look at tlîiugs fromn our own
Acrordiug to a now well-establisbed standpoint. If we are to r h 1 Ilman-

psycbological law, tlîe more frequntly ists, anid 1Io(1 not tlîink it le at al so
-certain action lias been accompanied impracticable as le often eupposed, we

hy a certain tiiouglt, tlhe strorîger ilîl be miuet underetaîîd wbat thîey are sud
the impulse to a similar tlîouglit wlîeîî- wlat tlîey think. And wlîat le More
ever the action le repeated. Wlben one difficult, we muet have a sincere consi-
lias been lu tbe habit of reciti,1g die deration for their deep-seated convictions.
rosary, one's mimd turne iuetinctively to We elîould remember thiat tiey believe
tbe contemplation of the Mysteries as iu tbeir religion to a degree whicb leads
soou ase the beade are taken in the liand. tlîem to make hie greatest sacrifices for
'[lere are mnany occasions when the immd its advaucemeut, witliolnt a tiionglit o!
wonld be unahîle to asccnd ont O! tlhe any stifferinz to tliemselvae. For ex-
turmoil of momeutary sud terreetrial lii- ample, if thLe good people who are en
tereete inîto thie Holy Motîntain wbere auxions for couvent inspection Only
the majestic panorama o! fie joyesud kuew wîîat every Rrimanist knows, that
sorrows sud glories of Jeene and Mary inînne go iuto couvýenits %itîi tle express
unrolîs iteelf forever before tlîe eyes of' desire o! eniffering, sud that the great
tlîe Initiate; sud tusse are ofteu thîe very dlficubty o! a Suiperior oten le to preveut
occasionse wlen the need of sncb a solace tlîem from practising ansterities, they
snd stimulus le înost sente. would ask for conîvenît inspection on the

A Garland o! Prayer. tiare ground tlîat aIl public institutions
It le Vien that the Beade reveal tlîeir shiould lie inspected, sud fmot on the

power; witl: tbe transit of! cd tiuy supposed 1(!ea tlîat nuns wileb to escape
spiiere a part of the incubus of earth sud sufferinge, wlîicb are iiiflicted on them
seuse roues off, until the spirit stands unu- against their will." 'Tiere le not mucti
trammeiled lu the preseuce of the Arcana fiers to whiiclî lY can object. People
o! God. Othier cliains deprive the wearer wuîo wîtut to couvert us ou-tît to biave
of tlhe illnsory sud ambignons freedom an intelligenît kilos ledlg '! u mtt0
of tlîe body; but lie wlio binds tlis gar- 11 discussion, sud onglit not to look at
land of praver about fis îîeart attainE tlîem froin their own Ptau Ipoint mnerely,
to the true Iiberty whorowitli Christ hath And site le quite riglit when she sys
made us free. tlîat we really believe lu our religion,

sud tuîat for it we make the greatest'[hors is no Preacher so Potent a5s soifics.But ve are slîockedl wbouthe Rosary, eite goes on to admit that *'uitsa go into
to one to wbom it bias ever been familiar couvents witb the express de8ice of suf-
or w)îo can lie induced to learu and eiL."Prastylavcoen,
practice 1h. Many a lîardened sinner feroo ."erie e lner lhaveacouventos,
or confirmed apostate Who woulîl listen too, wlofetifey îong !e have aî"expreveto no exhortation, snd wbose bitter ob dsr !sîiru. ~esîudnthv

dethcoldmails o daiuagiîig an adihsion. Shestiîîacy thie very sîiadow o0 eabco1 will never succeeti if sie tlîrows over the
not Ilreak, bas melted into, tears of peunIUd tactics. Galug into couvents for
suce wlin sclîspiet lias been placed litmortification',"e 5 flujis oar cily as e!-hid naudk, sud begged forthiwitli for a fective ou a pla* formi as the goo 1 old Pro-
minster of recouciliation to rid hies olil testant ides uft nius wW mi utc ouvents
etrmulepboudeotosin adk e sud IRi for qiiîte ot'ýer purposes. Ani we areeernie bole htoic ordler taeldmirc- urprîeed thi it the "Rock" slîould ashowdeeer.In he istrieordr te iiiir net, a statement iu its coljinneii. Butprecedes tuie miter, but iii the order o! o! bate we uave îioticed several tlîiugs
tiuman knowledge tîhe onler precedes tule which 155d to s sispioioii tliat thle "Rock"
louer. Iu creatioii tlîe particubar umrotîs le being iieed for the propagation o!
itet intll ie ns secta lverdste luits C atlîolic ileas. Very likely tiiere isestintllgenes ic tiq uivrsein tEsome dieg îised Jeenit on itestaff. Ouetruet perspective, thc particuluer sud tic 0nve kovs wlat tbey are up to, orouter lu sud tbrough the louer sud uni- noers kun . CTHLcTiis
versaI. But the ordinarv hunian mind erthva -ÀTooTîE.
lu its earthly developments fbas to at- The Pope and the Rosary.
tainî to its general truths by the accu- There are various signs of deepmulatio, o! isolatcd facts, sud emuet liean tedrflig nth nprepared by outward experiences to re- ead tnderhehhg in twhe nch-ceive its interior illuminations,'frie Icle a the roissy whih heRosary from this point o! view le.Iaoiy a trliasnjotfpuih e

A Ladder of Devotion gand a, t r ranatinto ich. weî
wlthî ils foot planted lu the ibeptlis o! giei our pee issue. IUthae
matter. sud its lîead riesiig into the ni,-qtherevienofle e flon tothat
created epleudors o! the Selt-Existent thBe romotin o evtin the oGoduiead. '[le ncoplîyîe firet. learus t e yshoed irgnehofglthe o-tuse thie beade, witî tuie prayers attaclied nsablehould bes0 0of he mPotto tuîem; sud ieu, as e legoes on, tî.e ntablenfeatue fuhis othos-Mysteries o! tie ('radie sud the Cross tDe ulnugefi fpto
sud the Crowil heglu to appear lu dim he deèlares that whilst life lasts
outilues beyoud eacl decade, growing he Will never cease tocebrt
more sud more distinct until those scenes the praises of the Bleesed Mother,
of sacred history stand out lu bold relief and as his days are 110w fast
anmd vivid coloring, sud their Haro snd drawing to a close lie desires to
Heroine ive simd speak and breathe lie- repeat to every Catliolic the
fore the Worehipper's gaze. touching words which Our Lord

Unspeakable Sublimities of the Lufe addressed from the Cross to hie
o! God. beloved disciple, "Son, behold

Iu course o! timo tbe faitilful Rosarian's thy inother." Hie iloliness, it is
vision becomes still more wondcrful. '[he said,regards this Encyclical as lis
hialo o! supernatural significauce sur- testament with respect to the
ronnding the lhistoric sceue takes on iRosary. It certainly is a wor-
deeper sud rîchier sud mors varied fiues; thy continuation of a noble series
througb ail tlîe avenues o! thouglit sud of documents on this subjeot
seuse ncw images o! glory and Sacre Ifomt1pe fLe IIc n
sorrow aud imystic love polir il u ad us- iwhe.the ta enn e r of hisan
ter sroumd these central figures; liroad r 1-o-u1b e _lng or short, ie -il 1b


