
:1, i N ÂWEUL VISITATION
INDIA IS SEE1NG VERï SAD TIMES

THESE DAYS.

The tuastr amiitIreea,4mte'i
licourgeil, îî, 'iga.lttt-tra
tire .1I4o cittisig ibîîîîîîgt' li ro ,u-l

1 usy tbr siubnii liti t iîrr' unsîaultuary

Indi% la farnine-stricken, choiera
scourged, and plngue-visited. Faamine
%vais badl enougb, famine sud chol
era seemed a becavy scourge, but t-be ap-
iaearas.ce o! t-be btibon le plaigue, or biak
deat-b, in Blombay bas filicd tbe cuip cf
calamity ta its t-reanbliug irim., lIndia
la iaadecd st-ricl:en t-bis year.

Wbat t-be famine is may ho gathored
frein t-ha faiet that 1cma t-han bial! t-b
usuai rainfall bas bean recoived, aud t-ho
great-er part of what bas falien camao
unseasonambiy. Ilice, wviaat aud t-be
cheapar graine, upon wbich milions liva,
bave aloivly sbrivelled under t-ha hur-
ing sun. Pasturosq bave becc.uae crisp
anid yclloiv. Every brece carries iti
t-wo-fold burden cf lient snd dust. Cnt-
t-le are More skelatons, nudt starving
hunaanity abounds. ina many parts o!
t-ho famina-stricken districts t-be popula-
tien numbers as bigli as 700 t-o ever3'
saquare mile. imnagination can 1111 an thu
dot-ails o! ths uffering which crop fait-
ure mens ln t-hems close-huddled mail-
lions cf our fello-hoings. Even t-be
guarded avordag cf Governuaat re-
ports showv howv desperato a conservativo
government considers t-he situation- 1
quota frein t-ha Week'ly Allabahad Pic0-
neei: cf Oct. 8:

"Th continucd draugbt is prov iag dis-
ast-mous t-o t-he standiag crops, except
avbore irrigationi is practicable,and rain
Là vaxy urgontly required througbiout
t-ho provinces. Agracultural operitioiis
foc' t-ho spring sowving.s are reta:-ded for
-xant of sufficieat naoist-ure- Prosîoct-s
continue ta he unfavorable.

FL1GIIT1S 0F LOCUSTS
passed over several districts and caused
sligit damnage t-c tbe croj>s in Meerut,
l3udaua, Gbazipur, Lucknow, and Unao.
The nuanhers cniloyed on relief wvorks
and in reccipt of grntuitous relief ona
Satumday, Sept. 26 %verc. Banda 2, 111;
Blaipir, 1,i>35, Jbansi, 823; Jalaun.
576; Har1ýdoi, 6,073. Total, 11,51f. 0f
t-hase 696 avare clependents grat-uitcusly
reliaved on t-ho works, and 1,634 persans
wera eratuitoaisly relievcd under other
prmovisions cf t-he famine code. Seupplies
are reported deficient in Cawnpore, Fa-
t-ehpur, flenames, Hardai, i3alraich, and
Bars Banki. Fodder la becoming scarro
and Les dear ini rnny places. Prices are
very higb c.aad generaliy rising."*

A private latter received frorn an old
friand in L-ucknow says:.%aare just enterinC on a farnine
hemo. 'Ibe verfy chennest race is 2 annas
a seer-equivaant t-o 2 cents a Pound.
t-bras t-mies lt-s rce alar rice,-ati(d ai-
ready soa ara dya.ag. Ve are begin-

ngt-o give eut Iùlp, and as a test t-o
koaeut t-he prc<'essional beggars -ave

haeet-arted a surki yard. The aY a
prefessional beggarivon't break aurkî i.s
a caution. 13utiwhen Lhev stick t-o it 'ave
give food or wnges, as' ave t-hink best.

P>our people. who only cama froin 5 t-o
6 mupees ($1.50 t-o $1.80) are suffering.
That ameuint ivili hardly keep t-be bond
cf t-ho famaily la food. WVoshall t-ry to
buy rice chcaply ia Calcutta, ship at an,
and sell it te our own people, native
ChristL'as at coat. The rascaily grain
deaiers, ail I3rahmans, hava coruemcd ait
t-ho grain, and whcs t-ha Govemamont
t-ries t-o force down t-he prica t-boy simp-
ly shut up shop., 2boiara, la verY bail,
aand nov t-bat t-ho blaack plague lbas brok-
en out at Bomtay aie feel t-bat a are
dcrinking t-he dregs cf calazit-y."

The heant-less grain denlers miate buge
fprofits eut of t-lus hunger of Ind:a's mit-
lions, Salfisbnzess la at-a ost

CREEL AN4D ri ENDISII
phase clever colipscd t-bat o! t-be calcul-

nting grain dealer of India in famine
tunes. The conquerors. of thbe empire
arc t-ho personificatioi. of Mercy and jus-tice, coinpared t-o t-base, of oe f lesh
and blood, believers "i t-ho saine gods,
wiLlh t-ho inultitides wvho slowly 8tarvu
to deathi befurû their shops for lack ci
:aioney t-o buy t-he grain wvhich t-be dca!-
cir boughlt cbeap and salis dear.

The Government authorities provide
relief for t-he hunger-bitten peuple in
threc ways: First, by shipping an rice
front other districts and solling it te
ail w can buy, usually below cost; in
thc second place, "relief works" are.op.
encdl in the affiicted districts. Irr.ga-
tion, canais, roads, railroads. &c. art,
buit by the labor of famine-striacken
men, %vho are paid in mnoy or grain,
as thcy ebiooseL. Theso relief wvorks con-
fer a 'double benefit on the country.
T.hoy givo bclp to the necdy and pro-
vide uetter remi.s, batt-er irriatin
chaumais, and generally further t e1 .n-
tcre-sts of commerce and agriculture. In
t.his improvement al --haro wvhen tirnes
of ple.nty roi arn. Tho Goveramnent ai-
so supplies, gratuitously, help or food,
mnedicane and medical services to those
toa far gone with -.vent )r il.s attendant
diseases ta %vork.

Practically spe.iking, ail the ordinary
ftu.nctions of govcrnment are iniaby
ance at such a trne, wvbiio the energies
of public officers are directad ta t-ht
wvork of feeding t-he etarvin g and zart'
ing for the sick. AIl this bel-)i is Erag-
lisii. Natives bavo littia pitý for oae
another.

Noiv t-he biack, death bais addcd a new
horror t-o the situation. lts appearanca
ina Bombay puzzles thea city becaith-l f
ficer, t-he sanitary board ad thbe cit-
izC s se far as can ha ascertained, it

!aas et corne f£rom Hontr Kong, Nvliero
it bas raged so fat-aily sinco "SI2 Sus-
picion rests upon Mecca. -Pilgrinas ta
and froin t-bat

HIOLIEST AND FILTIIIEST SPOT
on the plaaet Moa Bombay their port
of arrivai and departure, and it may La
t-bat this awfui scourge coames frein Ar-
abia instead of f romn China, Ia any cas-.
it ba's corne, a.nd parts of the great city
of B3ombay are full cf the cries fi
mourllers.

Tho saitary authorities are bending
ail their anergies t-o rid the cîty oi filtl.
Ail who voice public opinion unite an
ndvocat-ing drastic saziitary refornis, re-
gardiess o! the expensa invol7ed. A
cenutrifuga, punip bas ben placed uone
of t-ho main docks along t-ho front of
the bay, and avery zaigit pumnping. as
carricd on, and sea wvater rnixed wvit
carbolio acid as it is -dlscharged front
t-ho pump is pourcd, through t-ho drains.
Tho dramne ot bouses where t-ho pla uo
is raging or t-breatening arc b epg
whitavasaed. Tho fiishing cf ail pip

NIT.

soes~ bekg undertn.ken by menas o
large flushing tanks, holding 600 gal-
l ons cach, of pie.nyl solution.

Dr. Weir, t.he B3ombay bealth office
points out.tbat tho drainage is ivholl

"Thficea .bu ie neo.osices..Thor f zt beaun t-.o.-osinra
of t-ha iater siapply sinco 1892," ha
says, "fromn 16,500,000 as to 20.000.-
000 galions or more dai ell nd very lit-tir

1 iicrease in thbo nuniber o! drains. The
island is flooded or irrig.atd Nvith vater,
ndai unabs drains are constructcdl to,

tatke aiwav al) tho avatar t-bat cornes into,
t-he City £hbe lifeocf a Iaathy population
avili nlot W possible; wnt bas been seen
in coula tries of marsb and avet, t-be pois-
oning of lifo froua ialarial £avers wili
ba seon here. lt-l font possiblo to lock
t-o the fituro oxcept îvith a:nxiety."

Inspite of ail precnutioas t-bat plaa ue
broes out in five 3n0% places in fho
City, an<ul t-he parcentage o. fatal cases
'%vias daily rising w'hen the mail le! t.
Tbaasîsaxds of îajaahitants fled. panio-

tricho' t-o their native villages or dowas
saa11-coaut. Thousands cf davout Hin-

doos make daily pilgrimages t-a ahtiaes

uId t0 t-h seashore, at- %vhich latter
pince thysolemniy cast in their co-
coanut fferingci to t-ho gode cf t-be great
deep.

With t-ha famine and choiera t oeut
a svath Meoro it,

THE GIMa REAPER.
of- ihicb wo ftiret bear from. 1'rocopius,
amid, .vith t-ho dread ravages of which
rngland and t-ho continent, as %vell ias
Africa and As*-a, have learned to thoir
imioing, may plie up a gbaistly score

of victime.
Ia tbe year 1348 100.00 died cf &ho

saie diseaso in Vanloo, leavlng hardly
eonough inimabitaniata carry on any ct
t-ha aay lines cf Venatian industry.
The satme year 60,000 died of thae plO.guB
ini Florence, a t-bird of thbe population
or England pcrished, and t-he couatry
did ne t- aie up for thae victims et tbAs
uncoaquorba plague antil t-a lter
part ef t-ha rig ncf Elizabeth. In 1720
.a sbip frein t-e vant 1rought the
plngue te Marseille, and 60,000 of tho
anbabitnnts fou before it. o'Tan yeurs
later t-ho same disease airnost depopu-
lated Moscow. wvhilo toivard the enad of
t-ha eigbt-eenth cent-ury Egypt and Mer-
occu lest more tha= 1,000,000 tababit-
uts.

It was t-jis saine plagun that vans inca-
t-ioaaed in Iioccacclo's "Doècarneron." To
t-ho reanrs cf Engiish fict"-on t avili
Le recognizedl as t-ho disease avhicii fiUled
tho loathsome charnel boases cf Fier-

one sdescribad in Lyt-ton'a "Rieuzi."
S itary officiels at ail aur soaports

chouid Icava open no door cf opportun-
ity tbrough which t-bis terrible scourge
inay enter aur Amnerica citios.
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