
THE PRESJ3YTERI.N.

~flisccIIancou~.
QUEEN ISABELLA'S CONFESSOR.

Sir George Bowyer rouclies fur ltr- fact tht
Mlonsignor Clatret, the confessur of Queen Iza-
boita of Spain, is la, Most exemplary ceclesias-
tic; that Il lais wliolû life is devoled ta cliarity
andi picîy,1" and liat hoe is 1; uîiversaily verre-rateti a1. a niost devout andi prîrctica. Chris-
liait."

Lady lierbc'rt, the % idow of tire Innienlei
Sidney Hlerbert '%vite, since site 'vas lcft it iidow
lias horself gone over to lire Romisit Citurcli,
adds lier tt±stîniony, ira ier Il Recallecliorîs of
Spain," asb.'x'ing us, liatI ýluiasigiîor Citîrel as
Ila nau remarkable fur bais greut 1îcrsonit huvit-
!)ES aînd rtscetic liue."

WVe accept r.bese testimonies %viithout any dif-
ficulty, andi shall offler ito resisîtîtce t0 Ille ad-

mssion~ of M,. Ciarci itu Uic Companyv of tliti
small body of eccleiCas. % hio are exception.;
ta tire getîcral rie. Tire orditîary reptite aid
geucrai estimation of Ille spaniAit clergy is, Oint
they are :lot litay nien,-that iley are nlot even
decently moral men. As te titis fiert, our ren-itl
ers rnay comsuit Watbr Wite, biniseîf a Spa-
nisit priest, or 1Inglis, or 31e)rick, or any (ater
of a dozen travellers ivio !à.qve dcscribed Ilte
staIe of Spaîin wiîlîiz tire last twenty years.

Monsignor Claret, biowever, is ta be taken to
bo an exception ta rite general mile. Accord-
ing I0 Sir George Bowyer and Lady Hierbert,
lie is a very sainîly mnan. But tibis fact minro-
dures, of necessiîy, a very na h ward and difli-
cuit q",cstion.

Tib Queon is a Ilvery religious" Queen. Site
is constantly in ire Uicabit of going te mass ,anti
of comniunicating. But site cannai do tibis ili-
out firsi. canfessing and receiving absolution.
She mnust have liv#~,tholàn, for yorars, in Ilhe hiabit
of daily sin, of tbe mosi flagrant kinti : and in
hIe habit of going day by day, t0 knreed before
lier confesser, andi t-i bain, a-gain and agiait, of
lier habituai, transgressioni andi thon t0 rective
from hini a foul andi froc absolution andi pardon :
sa tat she rose front lier kn4ces befure Iîim,- a
cleaîised sinner. fit ta go straiglit int tr
churcli, nnd receive int bier lips the Il tremen-
dons andi unbloocly sacrifice." Andi al) this lior-
rible andi îicked travesty of rncret hings lias
lacen lransacied day by day. fur vears past z and
*.itis Monsignor CI:iret lias bvcen Uic cliief clor
in it: anti yet wc re assuredl li Sir George
flawycr anti Lady Herbert, tia'. 'e is et Il most
boly, CCMost oxempatrye," and " Most devout"
mari !

Novw, thiese most frightful ar.d rcrolting, facIs
bring rite iviiole Ronii systern bcforc ils -and,
if WCe waîild iirdcrsta«nd lte maitier at niil, WC
must finti aur wny ilirough a whole wrilderr.ess
of very tingled questions. In falet. rc have
boere whlît Rtuintiis andi Ritualisîs trni Ille
Isacramenital system" broughit te a lîractical

lest
Tire brosul firci. îvich stands iii lit(, view of

ail tirc world, is, lianl Qîteûn I.,.abrlla lias laera
living the hit*e viich Laotis XIV. lîveti. andi
wrhict Marly other -çoiercigns lire lived but
irticli i.s malle more tirait îsnally revolting in
tiieir cuses. byr tIre claak, of rcli-gitn %vrbicbit

cast ovor il. We liave liat, noiniy, Protes..
tant ca'ereights iwho have lîveti no better lives
titan Isabella of Spain. but thoît ive give t1Seu,
t ip to plain censure, and W-C say, thtat the less
any talk of religion is heard in thoeir cases, tire
botter. Tire single ptoinit vlicit ofl'cnds us in
the present instance is, tire tilrusuing forrrd
a dignified priest of tire Roman Chiureit, as
liaving a piart in ail this îîùnîioraiity. Tire peo-
ple of Spaiîn havo tiroivii dowm tite statue of
tuie!r Queen, anti ha:ve dragged it titrougi bte
strroîs. Titis was tire 'verdict of commoît sense
anfa outrageti national fe-elinig. But if lIte
per rie imore sibstantiadly riçgit, thon the saint-
]y .lonsignor Claret nitist liaxe been frigiatfully
wrnng-. lio lias seen, for a dozea years past, the

JQueen sinntig, canstantly :înd lîersoveriîtgly.
andi not repentin g. lie lias seen lier goîng oit,
îtnblushirgly, iia rcckless course of profliga-
cy. A nd yî-t lie lias, in the fuul ktoîvcIege al
al titis. 11 confesseti and absuoed lier, woek bx'
week, or ceet day by day ; anîd lias left lier tU>
believe tite fatal lie, titat lie, a poar, weak,' and
sinning creatire, coîtld acîtualiy pardon anît
cillicel ail lier sins. Otîtors mai- caîl Monsignor
('tarot Il a itoly- andi 1-deeply religions mari,
if thîey x'a11 - but iie sitouid bo vtry uawilling
toaaîrd hia anv sucli commendations.

It is not, haiver, of ltim, so maxchi as of tire
systmn, tative- comptlaira. llitiioiit any doubt

oriiation. ire say, iliat tIte Rounisîr C'iurchi
laias flagranitiy sirîned in the case of Qucen Isa-
beoua. Her moral ofl'cnces wore known ta ail

tinen, yet lier confessor could 1 sîtrivehler a uveek
ii>y week, and even lier "- IlaI Faîlior the l'ope"
coulti sloop ta senti lier al signal takenl of lais
approbation, tice golden rose, blest by 1 i, andi
iield te confier r'eculiar lîrivileges. Titus sane-
tioneti andi apîroveul by Ille chieff mon in 'ler
Ciîîrcit, lion, was poar isabeia t0 imagine liat
site ivas, after al]. a wretcherd ofi'cnder agninst
ceon tire decencies of hife. art tanobjectofiloaxî-
ing ta nizitecelî-tweortiets of lier air sibjocîs'ý

Noir, lissumring for argumnent's sake titat ail
titis pions devoonîncss is really gonuine, andi not
assuirret ta aînsk lioir reaI nais, is il, not in
coîîforinity miih ail experienco lint Ultrainon-
tauîisn siîoîld choose agents of titis kindti l use
as itnstrutments and lools in carrying out ils de-
sigrîs ? Is it. not notoriatis ltat lite Jesîtits, for
iiiçtance, haro baern aluvays carefui ta select, for
sorie of iliir agonts, persans v-ies- simpiicitY
ana respecîability lîlacoti thenabaro suspicioin.
mlit ilicir bigoîry -and entîuisiastn rende-cdi
tîtei the Miost tîscinl afi emissarios ?

Butl Ulramonttaismr lias ire-dy Made itseif
sa odiorîs eren al Naiplo. ant Vientn tirait il bas
been total ejecteti in the ane p'lace, anti ils
pou-e brokei) it Ilte allier. Tite anly îîl.tcc:-
wliec il lias lingerei rihais long art, Rou-its
n.'rî:traî seat ant contte-and 31ladrid. But bire
'ipaish peaiple have atwakened il letîgth ta Ile
cruls of tite systeni, andi in spileofa Ilte Pape.
andtirîe pions and imniacuale l'aliter Claret
andi ltis condjnîress the Blecding Naun, anti tire
myriatis ai clergy spread ail over rite country.
have Ilpronaunceti againizt titis bad Gaverrumeat
andi its autars, the Bourbon dynasty.-
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