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- THE RAIN.

v —

A nressixe on tho min 1
" Ablessiog on tho clouds that bring
Their silver ¢ stals from tho scs,
And from beneats their darkening wing,
Drop offerings on the lap of Spnng,
To make it glad for you and me!
To brigkten all around thz while
With moero than morniog’s flecting smile}
A blessing-on the reint «

.. .Ablessing onibornin! |
¥or, though it may shut out the suo,
And keep the anxious wandcerer in,
its countless treasurces, one by one,
1t scatters tull the day is dono,

As ;ifts wluch you and L may win,
When in a thousand furms wo sco
Tho worth of raindrops on tho lcx,

A bleesing on tho rain!

A blessing on the rain !
Nor is tho blessirg minc alone—

. __ Each blado of grass a blessing gives,
Fach dreaping flower by mossci~d stone,
Each leaf on bush and tea-top grown,

- In bluslni when 13 dnnks and lives;
And everywhere the thigty carth
Bears witness to tke rain-drop’s worth.
: A blessing on the rain!

A blessing aqn tho rain?

dloco v bem e puitag eung--

Tts pattering at my window pano;
1 should not weary all day long
Of listtoing toits minsire! throng, -

Thoogh mournful secms s low refrin!
‘To mo’it'has a pleasant voIcE, ’
. Which can but mako my’ souf’rrjoiec‘. o
A Uessiog na the raint . -

f,e’?:k{ N

-
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- - A blessing on the rain!
It comes, dropped from *° Gud's hollow hand,”
As genly as might fall & tear, .
And blessing all the wai:inxé Innd,
The rock-bound twaste, and desert sand—
-+ «-o1fecl that God himself is near?

.a.And thus X render thanks to him N
Who gives, with shadows dark and dim,

T 7 **“Tho rain—the bLlessed rain! -

- Religlous Miaccllaup. —
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- TILE ‘MISSION FIELD.® .

.~ Tho palmyrais one of the stiffest and least olegant
. of the family of palms, but is, perbaps, tho- most
uscful member of the family It grows to the beigkt

_ of from G0 to 90 feet, almozt as strdight, though not
..&s smooth, 38 the mest of a ship  Like other palms,
oit is tolally destitcto of Lranches, but it is zermonn:
ted by an_trect, plome of fan shaped leaves, cach of
“which 'is ro_largo that it may bo regarded as a
bracch, " Each leaf i3 shaped like o fap, not pin<
“uated, Jike that of the cocoa not palm, “wheace " it
“bas reccived its botanical name of Borassus flabelli-

Jorinis, of * fan-shaped Borassus.” Tho léaves'dro |

muck 163’ gracefe than the long, drooping leaves of
tho cocoa put, but of all leaves they aro tho most
servicexblo to man.  They are not only vsed for
thatching"the hoasesof the middle and lewer clastes,
bat are aleo uted for making mats, baskets, znd ves-
wols of almost every description ; and a singlo leaf,
folded in a partichlar manner, serves even for a
Bucket for dmwing water with.  Bat tho leaf of tho
palmyra is put 2o a still more remarkablo nse : alips
of the young leaf form the ardinuy stationery of the
_Hindus in overy part of India” In Indiathe * leaf™
oo which peoplo writo is literally ** aleaf.” Each
ray, Or yeia, of 1o fan-sbaped leaf tomprisés’ two
"Tong slips, and cach of theso strips” will siifico™ as
writing waterial for on ordinary lettér : s’colleetion
“of leavds 'strung together constitaie¥ o° book. ™ ‘The'
“Teaf TeqQirgs to smoothing or pressing, o 4h5 other
grocess of Jreparation. * Just'zsit comés frorithe
o (Gedided) .,

»

fu

‘inents written on-it vhish' Seto'

. most wholusom,, and meat, refreshing vegotable jelly

.of the palmyra forest, withcut meeting with a single,
-tree that is Jicensed to bo used for ** toddy.”
.tween Edoyakoody and Sawserpuram, a distance of

_versed, and which is thickly planted with palmyras

PR O

troe it may bo used for. writiog upon ; and as noatly
o hundred such slips are. supplied by a siogla Jeaf,
aod as a cart-load of leaves nmay, bo had for o fow
sbillings, tho HindQs uro, provided with tho cheapest
specisa of statiomery io_the world, It is written
apon with an iren pon,, ér., graver,. an instromont
with & sharp steal point, with which the ponwmsn ra-
pidly gravos or ecratches thy characiers, and though
tho ** olei,” or palmyra e&f is not ns durable 2s
parchment, ot oven as fﬁpcx’," yot' I bave £édn docu-
gt Jeast two hundred
ywa old. - '&Q\N‘. SO oy Mivan T
uo palmyrs is tho only paim treo'of which the
wood is of any valoe, and-the raitors add-laths mado
of tuo palmyra ore regarded as tho beit of their
kind ; but tho high estimate,.a wtich tho palmyra
is hold is chiofly owim; to tho_vae of its products
as anticles of Sood.  T3o young root is edible, and
50 is the 1ips fruit ; the upripo fruit, bowover, is
greatly proferabla, ipasmuch ag it contains tho purcst,

/

in existence.  n -,
Tuess atticles sink into, insignificanco when com-
pared with the saccharino ap or juice of the treo,
which is b~ far its most'valuable product. ‘The.
** pathanly,” or unfermented eap, without zoy cook-
ing or p:paration, id very novrishing,—duriag the
period whe. it flows must abundantly, the poorer.
clasees get, visibly sleeker, and msors comfortable, and
you might almost sce youk.face in tho skin of the
hildren. Just as‘it, comes from thoe trea, the sap,
foros the breakfsst of the Shanarsand lower castes,
who drink i. in n evp formed..of a_ palwyra leaf—

The supply of sap otly. in excess of whst is
required fur this pu.

%rcs,n%ud most of, it is boiled
into a bard, back fast9%\led by'the English.
* jaggery”—a kind of 5SSt - sugar cake, which,
forms the miii-d‘gy meaf? é‘ﬁzo.cla.%iesjn Their.
evcning meal, tho . piibtiee¥aes) %of all "Bindusg
which 13 generally 6?1?{".,'»_ _ @5}11% cu%‘:?i_! 4&3‘:&?‘
wients, is procured by thy s3137of tho superfiuous,
*jaggery.” ‘The greater part of what is mado 1s
s0ld, and it always commands 2 ready sale.  Some
of it is sent to be refined into-whito” sugar for the;
Europear market; andsby varying -the, process a
litile, the peoplo themselves makevn. very “good |
sugar-candy.  It.is-tho.unfermented juico of the
palinyra which is used as food ; whensllowed to fer-,
ment, which it wil).do beforo mid-day if. left to it-
self, it is changed into_a sweet intoxicating driuk,
called ** ea),” or ** toady.” This isthe, liquid which
is genenlly.used ig India as_yeast for leavening.
bread, but is also used by tho Pariars and other Jow.
caste Hiodus, espedially in the vicinity of large,
towns, for tho purposes of intosication, Tho Sha-,
nars, the cultivators of the treo in tke southern pro-
vinces, aro rarely knotn to make use of it for this
purpose; as arcaste, they aro strictly temparate, in
which respect they differ from all low casto tribes,
and claim to be ranked with the higher castes. "Ono.
may -travel for miles tbrongh the thickest part

Be-,
thirty two. miles, which I havo very frequently tra-

throughout, I bare, enly poticed the cxisicoce of one
licensed tree. .. . . . . . & -
The awount of aourishment whick is supplied by,
the paluyra, withont oven the troubls of cooking,
‘might bo suppused tv opeTato as a  preminm  Upon
iufolcncc, but fa reality we find zo premivm wpon
indolence in Tinacvelly, or apywhero clso_in God’s
world—a bard working world, in which it bas beca
made oecessary for every class of people to eat thoie
bread by the sweat of their brow.  Tho Shanars are,
a3 industrious a people 38 any in India ; and if this
.were not their character, the provisions made for,
their wants zro upavailable, for thoogh their bresk-
.faw is ready cooked for them, it is st the top of the,
_palmym, 2nd tho palmyra isa tall, slim tree, with-,
out a, single branch ;, benco .it is ng for
every man 10 climb, for bis breakfost beforo he gats
jt, and tho labor of climbing thy palmyrein so bot
s climate 13 one of tho hardest 20d mest exbausting
species of Jabor anywhere to bo seen.” The' sap of
the tred cannot be obikined, as from the maple, by

tepping the truck ; it flows only from the spadix or
flower stalk, at t'ho topof tho tree.  From'amoogst l
~ . R S

~
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“the (nq‘-g}x‘p%d‘lgnke ylpéb'ffgrgf tlio plaaied’ bead
of tho pulioy’a, thiro 'shoct forth i’ tho’sealon sdve-
ral” bunchioa of fower” elalka’s bach flover “flalk
,branctos out into goveral; dind ‘céoli’ of, theit fower-
‘g branthes, when'bruisdd *ér'aliced, yiélds drop
_Ly dtop about & pint poer diem of swoet'juics. A
littlo otrthel vessel is attaohia’ to cach '™’ palog,”’
or flowor brauch o reodivo'thia sap oa it drops’; and
It is tho busigess of such ¢f Yho Bhandts 25 aro pal-
myra elimbérs to olimb the* tros’ morning nd oven-
ing; for the purposo of trimming thé  palef ' and
emptyiog* into" & gort of pail'mado of palmyra:1asf,
which thoy carry up with them, All7tho ap that they
6iod 6lloctéd simeo their Laet sk, - b pal 1
thed conveydd to a Titkle boiling-biousd i the'neigh-
borkiood, where the Hogxgh.ﬁbi‘fﬂio julco intd +* Jag-
gory."” o the northers pard "of” tho: Carnatis, the
galmy_m-cligbgps mako,use of Aot bf movabla gir«
lo, 6 helji them s oliibip 56 troo ;" but it Tin-
novelly and Travancoro the Bliafiard mukié bo use of
any artificial assistancd, They clasp tho "fivd_with
joided hands}2na support. their] Foight ' Hot Sylihtbo
Laces, which sick out froditha  frce, and 'oF which
thoy make nousg, but,with tbo® soles of thd_ fect,
which thoy bed inwards 1iko tho Bands, and’ kéSp
togetbier by the help of a1ilkl8 - band; 50 a8 to-asp
*tho tree almost ns the hanids do,—atd theo_they ase
cend, not by the 2lternatd acion of each band, dat
by a serics of springs, i which both haods movo to-
.gether and both_feet follow together, not unliko tho.
action used in swiniming: - “A8hanar will cdimb tke
palmyra in this manser slmest ed rapidly 23 & mon
_will walk tho eamo lengthi, 4nd is accustomed thusto
climb fifiy tréos twics a'day, or even three firies a
day, for cight montha jn fhe yeéar.  The bark ,of
Jho teeo. is,rongh from; the sears.of former feaves,,s0
that accidents rarely occur, except in high winds, or
wigtcng.hq trop iibdiggy{ r jegi:v-rcccn_tﬁ rain;and
not bften exep then kw%%&a DAt who was wite
fiug ép?n?)gc;f;ﬁlk,d’@ & 5:5‘{;;;;1‘& a2 c
bigt wind, when the stalk’gavo oway, and bo earde
down cighty feet 10 the, grouud, safely and quietly,
silting on tho Jeaf which cerved tho parpose,of.a
natural parachute. . :

“No Kind of cultivation fnvelves o littlo truublp or
espenss as that of tho palmyra. The nut hae meroly

to bo cast into the sand and loosely covered over,
and no further thought or carv is necessary_dll it
.becomes.a trec aad begios to bear.., The fanier is
often relieved oven, of the, troable of planting by she
erons, which leave tho hut on the grouud after. de-
vouring the. fruit.. Sometimes, for..two..or three
yeare, no trace of the young palmyra appears abose
ground : it might bo supposed to bave perished, but
it is busily occupied iu working its way downtards
_in search of water. - Afier-abont twenty years of
neglect, this generons tree—swhich the  Hindus
prise a5 tho model of tho highest sort of gencrosity
—begins to requito its owner for benefits which 5t
peverregeived. 0 . o, - T
.~ It is remarkable that the palmyra yiclds its swoet
Juice not during, or at the close of the risy stason,
when it might bs expected to be full of sap, but du-
ring the k. test poriod of the sear. ' Tho sap begins
2o tite when .tho. sun begins 10 .retars. from. the
sgmh. and flows most copiously when the. sun. s
right overhiead. _ The sun_.is vertical . in Tinncvelly
in Apry, and again in Acgust ; and ‘the interveniog
_period—iacleding  also March and_ . September—is
“what js callsd the palmyra scason., . Whes . tho, bear
is 50 great _2nd so cuntinnous that every blade, of
gnss disappears from tho bot soil—when the air 18
li=d with cloads of red saud, burled along with the
land wind, of south-west monsoon, which mucks with
showers of sand the carth’s desiro for -rain—then 3¢
i3 that the galmyra yiclds the abundance of its cool,
sweet, refreshing eap, for the supply of tH wants of
the peolo. T have dug down through the sindy
soii 2o sce whero the eupply of esp camo from, and
bavo.found.that the Jong, stringy roots,of the
myra could bo traced right down to 2 depth of forty
fect .bencath the_surfsce.  Thero..I. found. theny
drinking in porpetual draughts of water.in, the.secroy
springs and channels that Jie far beoesth the surface
of tho ground,, where tho greatest droaghts of .cum-,
wmer.rover reach. . Eren at that deptb, I found that

they penctrated still Jower into interstices, amonggs

the zocks, whare I could follow them no longyr,.
Here, then, T found the reason why tke paloizra



