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valuable in their hands; and her wealth was to
see them abound, and then she tvas rich and
happy.

Nuw it is not to be supposed that these precious
metals, rich spices, and goodly gems, were such na
are used for pride aod show, and bravery, such as
where the crown encircles au aching head, where
the diamond agraffe fixes a silk cope over a troubled
beart, or where the dazzle of the bright emerald
attracts the gazer’s eye from the wan complexion
of the wearer of the gay bauble; but to show in
more striking relief, the lustreless and sickly eye
of her that boasts thereof. But these preeious
things which she gave out of her treasury, were of
infinitely greater value than the diamond that hides
its lustre in the gloomy mine, or the pearl that lies
in obscurity ameng the coral reefs of the depths of
the ocean. Her jewels were fairer far than these,
and her gold was seven times refined. The
choicest amongzst them was as the violet among
flowers, whose perfume is rich, and its purple most
beautiful, but both are hid behind the clustering
leaves, so this sweet and lovely jewel grew low
and 1etired ; but whosoever wore it became lovely
in their mother’s eyes, and most dear in that of her
Spouse ; for it was such He loved, and wore the
most, giving. an example to all that should love
him, that the surest road to his beart and love, was
to walk as He had walked, adorned with the
sweete~ gem of HoymiwiTy.

{ To be Continued.)
———

THE NAVE OF THE CHURCH.

How good!y and how many are the holy thoughts,
like winged worshippers, unseen too as they, that
throng the heart of the silent worshipper, as he
kneels in meditation in the Nave or Tae CrurcH.
But to feel them aright, to lavish therein in full

where we have so lately knelt proclaims that, to
those that have wept aright, answering angels have
rejoiced in heaven, and the long line of Commu-
nity of Holiness is still intercessionally imploring
thot we may watch aright, and by humble perse-
iverance eontinue in the new and better way which
tifieir much prized but common grace has begotten ;
—in us the tears, in them new joy, and imprecating
its descent on us, that we may receive it now as
they too reeeive it, and that in us it may beget a
better assurance of our, one day, feeling the effiects
thereof which they mow experience,—increase,
inamely, of holy love, and continually increasing
devotion to the one end, aim, and object of their
and our creation.

From the alpha of the western porch, to the
brilliant omega of the chancel, from transept to
transept, from pillar to pillar, from the symboled
tiles of the pavement to the golden stars that semee
the azure spandrils of the lofty rcof ;—from the
depth of the under-cioft, to the watch{ul bird of
St. Peter that crowns the cross of the massy tower’s
spire,—there is not an inch of ground that is not
itull of subjects suited to the deepest heart. Gop
yis a spirit and a Mystery; our souls also are
Spiriis, and they are mysteries. Therefore it is
[fitting that He should be in all our thoughts, and
'that there should be congruity belween us, by
means of that which unites us with Bim ; albeit
the union can only be that of the finite and created,
with Hix the Infinite and Increate,—the one and
only Fountain from which all life flows. Thus
also Spirit may, or rather cannot, join with Spirit,
but in that communion which leads link-like towards
Him ; seeing that, however their degree .in the
jorder of creation, the highest as well as the lowest
emanate solely from Him, who is the eommon
source from whom all orders have sprung. Hence,
in compassion to our compound nature, which is

sweep, he must needs enter into the chancel, half angelic, half plastic,—of heaven and earth,—
where the HO]y of Holies dwells, and where all is;designgd for ever for heaven; ar,d moulded of
redolent of Paradise. Yet even there, there isbutjearth, for earth for a time; and modified for
a glimpse, a shadow, as it were, of the good things;heaven for eternity ;—so, while we are in the
to come, in that sanctuary of sanctuaries, the chan- inaterial state of existence, there are given therein,
cel of the New Jerusalem, where alone is to bejas it were, windows, through which the soul may

found that full fruition which here we love in
prospect, and long for, saying, Usquequo, Domine,
usquequo. ¢ But Thou, O Lurd, how long 1

In the porch we sow the seed, and the shoots
young and tender break forth; but in the Nave
the blossoms ceme forth in their beauty, and form
into fruit,—{ruit that is ripened in the sanctuary.
Hence cvery thing around is to be turned to the
advantage of the yet frail plant. Unseen agency
and quickening suggestions from heavenly guar-
dians must needs be heedfully received ; the very
silence of the holy place tells of that long-suff~ring

read, in sensible things, subjects for mysteries as
deep as shall give full scope in eternity for the
glorified being to contemplate, and in contempla-
tion to rejoice.

Hence we have food for the soul in all the tangi-
ble objects that are around us, the suggestions of
which we must perfect by that wondrous, tangible,
and material mystery of the Incarnation, which not
only our souls enjoy, hut also vur bodies,in the verily
and indeed presence of the adorable victim, who
for every want and use rests tangibly on the altar
within the sanctuary. Hence, by a needfal corol-

patience with which forbearing Goo holds back till

we dissolve in tears, and that chair of penance!

lary, the vse of sensible images, as books or land-
marks of the soul, are needful and required by the



