Juy 1, 1873.]

THR VOLUNTEER REVIEW.§

303

they proceeded 20 miles in marching ordor,
according to the standing orders on this
hend, returning to their own headquarters
in Kingston, whero the gun: and hirness
were deposited in tho Artillery Park, and
tho members of the battery dismissed to
their homes.

‘The annual tabmlar ingpection report, and
the district target practice returns are en-
cleged,

A statement of the last issues of clothing
and equipment is also attached, ns well as
the Brigade Nnjor'a repnrts of their resper-
tivn Brigade Divisions,

The orders issued from besdquarlers for
annunl drill were complete, and ennbled the
statf of the Division to carry out the duties
with comparative oase,

As soon ns all the corps hnd assembled
and prepaved their equipments, arrange:
ments wero at onco made for the issue of
rations and forage straw for bedding, &c. in
arcgularmapner.

A camp board was detailed daily in divi
sional orlers, composed of the field officers
of the day, and Quartermasters of the dav,
These met at five n, m. every morning, at
the supply officer's store, where all issues
were closely inspected by them, and passed
or rejected, according to circumstances., I
am happy to say that few complaints were
mado #s regards the issues,

The contractor for breid unfortunately
purchased a quantity of flour thatias not of
good quuality, and the bread for the firs few
days was condemned, and had to be replac.
ed by other bread purchased in the city at
the contractor's expense ; but subsequently
tbis articlo of issue was of the best quahlity
and genoral satisfaction, The meat, grocer-
les and vegetables, and forage, were ull ex-
cellent throughout.

I'he musketry instructor commenced tar-
get practice the day following the formation
of the camp, and was actively engaged, with
his assistant, every day until tho whole of
the infantry battalions had performed their
practice. This officer’s report is attached.
A corps was detailed in orders daily for tins
duty, and as the weather was most favour~
able not a day was lost in this important
branch of the soldiers’ exercises. A portion
of the cavalry likewise performed target
practico with carbines at two distanes oaly.
The reason why the whole of the cavalry
troops did not do 8o ie satisfactorily explain
ed in Major Graveley’s report.

Thovoluntary system of enrolement for
the active militia appears to be less reliable
than in former years, judging from tho re-
ports of commanding officers. Thereis no
doubt that in large cities the difliculty of
oblaining men to join the force volnntarily is
mereased owing chiefly to the disinclination
of employers of labor to lose the services of
thoso in their employ, and not to any dis
like by the men to turn out. In the rural
baitalions where no such counter influence
exists, officers did not esperience the same
troubloin filling their rolls,

_All the corps assembled in this camp wero
bighly ereditable as to the class of men en-
rolled, as well as in -their appeurance, phy:
tique and general good behaviour. The
weather was all that could be desired in a
summer camp, and every corps without ex-

ception strove their utmost to msster the
details of drill, and to make a good appear:
anco at brigade and divisional manmuvres.
Tuey displayed an unusual amount ot intels
ligence and activity 1n all that they required ,
to do, and if tho same influence can bo
maintained by tho officers, I apprehend no
difficulty in always getting men to follow

thom, whenevor called upon to do 8o, in
peaco or war.
‘The Cavalry forco consisted of eight tranpa,

1y the best drilled corps in tha District, and
always enthusiastic as volunteers, did uot
turn out this yonr as strong ns was expected.

under the command of Lieut. Col. D'Arcy | They were the wéakest in cimp. Their Lt.

Boulton, of the Northumharland and Dur
ham  Squadron.

This ofticer divided his | nequainted wit

Colonel s » pogulrw and active solder, wejl
his doties, nnd unususlly

eight traops into two provi ional regiuients ; nttentivo to the cqmiorts of his men., It 1,

or wings of two squalrons cach, The com
mand of vno wing devolved upon Licut.
Col Smart, of the Port [fnpo Trosp, and

that of the other upon Major Duff of tho,

Frontennc Squadron, These two huiias of |
cavalry were daily exarcised by their respec
tive commanders, and Lieut. Col. Boulton
manosuvred the iwholo frequently asaca
valry brigade. Their appearancze and per

formanco at the final inspection was & proof
of the capability of their officers, and tlie
endenvor of the men to give satisfuotion.The
horses were generally of a fiir stamp, and
the old troops equipped with regulation sad

dlery, made & good appearance,

‘The Kingston Field Battery of Artillery,
with four guns and 62 horses, composed ot
the leading farmers in the township of Pitts-
burgh, who have for muny years supported
this battery, and have become thoroughly
conversant with their work ss gunners and
drivers. wero always in theright place when
wanted, and upheld the character of the
country.

The sudden and unexpected illness of Lt.
Col. Drummond, depiived the tnttery of
bis presence in the fisld, but Major Alex
aader Kirkpatrick, sn old and wied officer
in this branch of the servise, being next in
command, took charge of tho battery dur
ing the training,

The 14th, Prince o, Wales Own Rifles, be-
ing composed of men living in the city ol
Kingston, expericnco someo  dGuJflicully in
keeping tho rauks full owing to the labor
market outbidding the soldiers’ pay, and
the dange incurred by young men of losing
lucrative situstions if they lenwve their busi’
ness to follow the urums of a regiment, even
for 16 days,

The 15th Argyle Light Infantry
has always borne the chracter of a
smart and we.l equipped corps.  They tun-
ed aut this yea: in [iir numbers, though
chiefly composed of business men of the
town of Belleville. They brouzht with them
tocamp an unusually good baad, though
few in numbers.

The 16th “Prince E lwward’* Batttlion hails
from one of the finest sections ot this well
disposed and loyal District, but their num
bers were smaller thun on any former ocea-
sion when [ have inspected ibam. The
cause of this diminution in their nuambers
was not explained, and I am unable to ac:
count forat. ‘Their Lieutenant Colonel was
appointed a brigadier in the camp, und tho
16th was in his own brignde. Lhe corps was
formerly one of the strangest. numerically
as physically, 1n the District, and nlso one o!
tho most efli-ient. 1t was rumoured that
the ballot is advocated in that section,whero
a small portiou of the commumty only have
hitherto contributed to tho defence of the
country.

The 40th * Northumberland™ Battalion
mustered stronger than aay otner corps be
ing nearly 40U stroag. officers and men. This
is a remarkably fine battalion, well com
manded and well ofliceced.  Lieat. Colvnel
Smith was selected 10 command « bLrigade,
aud petformed tus duty w8 steadily as ke
commands his fine battulion. The imme
diate commund »f the 40ih lell upon Mujor
Elliott. and the corps disuuguished itseat vy
uniform gouod cupduct avd a tho.ough
knowledge of drill and camp daties,

The 45th West Dacham Battalion, former-

, hoped thatnext year Lao battallon will up

hold its for mer prostige, and be second ta
none in nimbars a9 \#pl}.:s In efficiengy.
Tho 46th East Dythah Batuclion muster

ed nearlv 300. ani was {he best equippod

. and Lest drilled ¢orps In the camp this year.

Their marchiug was particularly good, and
the officers deservo mudsh praiao in the way
they have brought their battailn to the
tore,

Tho 47th Frontenac Battalion Y one of
the Kingston corps,  The comp mteg ard re
cruited in yillages "around Kineston, - A
portion of thig battalion s of anci¢nt'stand-
ing. I'bo’ Storringlon companies hatidg
been long noted for theif stalwart roen
and their loye for armd, These compnies
huve been called out for active service sdyo:
ral times, Tbe'47th \nusteréd over 3U0 anl*

was the strongest, i, cimp. dany of the ol

hands having sérved the time required by
law. tvo of three times ovgr, have given

pluco to younger men. It appearod ,this .

corps had more retruits than arnjy other, I'he
recruits, though young ncw, and, not full
sizea, will miprove each yéur in gtrangthand
knowledge. of military Jife. aud follywing in
the steps of thel. pyedécessors, ill, It is ox-
pected, maintain thie good fame of tho Fron:
tenac Rattalion. . .
‘Fhe 48th Lennox and Addington Is also a

rural corps, 18 companies grevery widely |

seattered, It turned out fairly as to name
bers, all its companies were repuesented. No
5 Compuny evineed more enterpriso than
any other, having 52 oflicers and men. The
47th obtained tho highkst fizuie of mesit at
target practice, and claim  tho title of
* Sharpshooters.”

The 49th Hasting Battalion Rifles i a pas-
ticularly tine body of men. Keuiuited fiom
the back country and mining distuicts, wheie
an outdoor lifo his bronz d and hardene.l

‘them 10 the likeness of veter s, they may-

ched with an elastic and caby step that was
wuch admired. The corps has been con
verted to rifles sinco I l.st'had (he honor of
inspecting them. On every occasion when
the brigades weré mmceuvred the 49 b,
along with the Jdth,covere 1 the sdvanco and
performed tho Special'duties of riflemen a$
skirmishers,

‘The 57th Battalion, from Poterborough, is
another fino rural corps, iany of whose
members support themselyes by » back:
woodsman’s lite.  They evince an activiy
and easiuess of motion thet e only Lo ac
quired by constunt exercise and hard worle.
They also excelled in marching’; and cen-
sidering the dilliculty of collecting men so
much gcattered as nre the members of this
corps, the muster was satisfactony.

The memsers of the Divisional staff, as
well as thoso of tne brigades, deserved spo
cisl mention, 43 upon their exertions and
k(;wwledge of their duties so much depeud-
ed.

Major Sm.th, the Assistant Adjutant Ge-
neral for tha camy, retdered me most un®
puriant assistaace by the cxcelienco of Iys

, arrangements for carrying out alt the dat

ues, ut lus department. Iu the teld ho prov-
ed himsell an officer welt titted for s post-
ton,  Uis punciuality «nd cvastant attend-
auce in tho cwp was e chiel ciuse of tho
soldierlike manner in which tne duues were
carried.

Major Phillips, Assistant uartermaster -



