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TIllE POWER 0F THlE GOSPEL.

That man had been living at the greatest distance fromn anything good. In hie
early days ha had been left very much to himelf, witliout anything like a religions
education. When young, lhe entercd the army ; there evil propensities were in-
dulged and strengtliened. Hie became addicted te ail kinde of vice, gave the reins
te the worst passions of depraved nature ; was a profane swearer, a constant
Sabbatli-breaker, a negledter of ail public worship, neyer attending the ministry
cf the Gospel: ho became a ecoffer at everything holy, gave swing to the moet
violent and ungnvernablo tomper, and seemed to lie going on with rapid strides
towards final ruin. The appearance of sucli a man, very eeriously listcning to,
the ministry of Divine truth muet have excited attention, and have called forth
inany remarke among the people. Frora that first timue Thomas Law, for that
Was hie narne, becarne a constant hearer, and a truly iinproving hearer of the Gos-
pel througli ail hie future life. lie was soon notioed by an eminent Christian in
the congregation wlio was constantly on the watch for opportunities of doing good.
le mentioned the case to Mr. Toiler, at first with great surprise, and soon after-
wards with grateful admiration of what God was doing for him. It was a most
favourable circumetance in hie state of mind tbat lie vas brouglit into the corn-
pany of one of the muet excellent, devoted, ivise-hearted Christians then known
in the place, wlio took a deep intereet in hie case, and became of great service to
hima in hie subsequent course. But liow cornes this man at first to enter this
ennctuary, and at length te, discover this remarkable change ? We will present
the accounit in the words of the pastor, as it was given in the sermon preaehed
yearq after, on the occasion of bis death.

IlI will state now the extraordinary ineans adopted by Divine grace, by wihich
this vessel of wratb, apparently fitting fast for destruction, becomes a vessel of
mercy, claimed and fitted for eternal glory. We have instances recorded both in
Soripture and mors modern history, of surprising and eminont; conversions,
brouglit about by extraordinary means ; but then for the moet part they have been
extraordinary mneaus, calculated and adapted to, answer the purpose. The con-
version of Peter's hearers on the day of Pentecost was a surprising conversion,
but brouglit about by a meet pungent, awakening, convincing addrese to them.
The jailor's conversion was a remarkable ene, but, se far as mea:ns went, brought
about by the alarming providential event of an eartliquake. Saul's conversion to
Chri8tianity was won derfül, but brouglit about by the miraculous appearance of
Jesus Christ. So, Colonel Gardiner's was a very remarkable conversion, but
brouglit about by cither a miraculous vision, or sonie vivid, awakening, heart-
harrowing dream, wihich had ail the appearance te him o? a miraculous vision.
But what appears to me to, make the conversion o? our friend tlie most extraor-di-
nary that I ever heard cf in niy life, is that the immediate original instrument
had nothing extraordinary in it, but was rnerely a casual accidentai thouglit, which
came from nobody knew where, nor wliat cause, and xn*ght have passed through
bis mind, or a liundred minds, a liundred times without any effeet at ail. The
substance cf what 1 have heard him relate je this, that while at work at home in
his loonm, bis wiife on some common errand went into the town, and stayed longer
than he expected or intended, upon which his passion rose te a meet ungovernable
height, and on lier retura lie poured eut upon lier the most profane and abusive
l.a.nguage. During the course e? the camne day, she lad occasion. te go out again,
and again he thouglit she sts.yed too long, and he became greatiy excited, working
up himsecf to a meet violent rage, ready to break eut upon lier meet furiously on
ber return. And when lie was in the hieiglit o? thie dreaful state of feeling, sud-
donly and powerfully the thoughit came acrose hie mind, "lAh 1 yen had more
necd te go on your knees and cry for mercy than swear at your wife.' This came
1with the force of a cannon-ball, and its effect was se great, and s0 sudden, that
his passion feil at once, lie received hie wie with great mildacess on her return,
and was soon constrained indeed te go and cry for inercy.

Af'ter this lie. had a terrible lioartrending view of hie treniendous gult and dan-
ger. le was filled with anguish, and went about seeking somns light and guidau ce.


