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A Comet which appeared in 1680, approach-
ed so near the sun in ite perihiclion as 490,000
wmiles, which is less than a tiird part of his di-
ameter ; its traio extended through a space al-
inest as long us from hence to the sun, and it
moved on it course at the tmenso rapidity
of 1,037,030 miles in an hour, but when inats
aphelion, or greatest distance from the sun,at
will move only 45 miles in the same time.

Another Comet became visible in 17435 it
approached within about 10,000,000 of miles
of the sun's centre, and when acarest to that
luminary, moved at the rate of 600,600 mtles
in an hour.

I'he two Comets which make their appear-
ance this year, are those known by the names
of lfalley’s, and Encke's Comnets ; ofthe former,
the following is an acvount of its last revolu-
uon in 1739, tuken {rom a pamphlet published
in 1811

The period of Halley's Comet has been com-
puted at 73 years; 1t haviag appeared succes.
sively in the years 1135, 1531, 1607, and
1632, Its re-apearance wus expected in 1957,
or 173%3: A gimular comet was discovered ou
the 2lst of January 1739, by M. Messicr,
assistantof M. de Lisle, which was observed as
often as the weather would perunt. It was -
vizgible during March, from the state of the at-
mosphere, and was not seen again until the be-
aining of May, when it appeared oniy asa funt
hight or cloud.

“ By letters from the West Indies and North
Americn, it appeared that it was scen therve
soon after the tne of its passing the perikelion,
towards the latter end of Mareh; ~om wiich
1t advaneed farto the southward, -5 budy -
creasing considerably i duuneter, and us traan
growing browder, butdecreasing in length ; be-
cause the comet was thea so placed, with re-
speet to the observer, that its body was near-
est the carth, and ats traan nearly wma hee be-
youd it, bat i hitle inchamgupwards,  When
this comet was 1 its perrgee, or that part o
1its orhit which is nearest the earth, on the 23d
of April, and about eight millinn of miles dis-
tant from it, its body was larger than the full
noon, and its velocity so extremely rapd, that
in three daysat ran through fifty five degrees
of a great circle.

¢ Dr. Nalley remarks, as the reader wiil do
from what I have stated, that the appearance
of tus comet was a year latter than the rest 3
but from the aflimity of all other characters,
hoth he and Clairant coneluded that it was
the same comet, and conceived thatits pertod
might be lengthened by the atteaetion of Jupi-
ter and Saturn @ fe might also be supposed that
this might accur to prevent sts mectng m 1ts
course with the earth, or someother plinet,”

For the informaiion of those who have not
procured an Almanae, we subjein the follow-
1y conjectures upon s present visit, from
Belcher's Almenace of the present vear:

*“‘This vear will be remarkable for the long
expected return of the Comet ol'175%; common-
ly designated ¢ Halley’s Comet, ™ (from its
having heen successfully predicted by that
celebrated astronomer,) which ia one of its
farmer returns appeitred in great splendaour,
with a tail 30 2in leuzth. It the calculation
of the mast eminent mathematicians may be
relied on, it will come into the vicinity of the
earth’s orbit early in July, and cross the plane
of the ccliptic, about the beginning of August,
in near the middle of the sign Gemini ; moving
amohg the fixed stars from the west to the
cust, and north, through the constellations
Tanrus, Auriga and the Lynx, into Ursa Ma-

R

jor, or the Grenat Bear; it will not however
probably be visibletill it arcives in the constel-
lation Aurigu, about the first of September,
when it will rise in the N. E. at about 11 o™
clock in the evening, and pags the wmeridian,
near the zenith, at alittle past 7 the next
morning.  On the last of September 1t will be
about 202 due north of the sturs Castor and
Pollux, and will rise in the N. N. F. at abou:
10 in the evening, and will pass the meridian
a little north of the zenith at about 8 the next
morning ; its appareat  velacity of  motion
through the constellations about this time be-
ing incredibly swift, equatto 15 = of longitude
in 24 hours. At about the beginning 0. Oc-
tober, when it arrives at Ursa Major, it will
have attwsed so great a northern declination,
that it will revolve without sctung for several
days, but will probably bLe jost for a few
hours, near the horivzon in the humidity of the
earth’s atmosphere.  1ts distance at this time
wll be about wtwenty-five millions of miles
from the earth, and will probably exhibit a
brilhant appearance.  Yrom Ursa Major it
wiil pass rapidly into the constellation  of
Banns, thence through tie head of the Ser-
pent, into the Serpent-Bearer, but it will now,
(rear the fast of October,) have arrived so
uear the Sun, as probably to be lostin his rays
except it may possibly be visible for a lintle
time early in the merning uear the horizon,
in the east or a little south of east. It will
reach its perihclion about the Ath November,
and be invisible during the remainder of the
year; but on its return from its peribelion in
1836, it will probably be visible early in the
morning in the south east, for a few wecks
abont the last of January ond first of Pebru-
ary ; but it will goon afier reach such a dis-
tance from the earth, that the attenuated light
ol the suu, which it reflects, will cease o make
an impresion on the organ of sight; and t will
be no more visible until the year 1912, as iis
period is computed to e about 76 yearsy so
that prohably not one that has now arrived at
the age of manhood, will live 10 witness another
return of this iHlustrions visitor.  Since its last
appearance successive generations lave arisen
and passed away, and aere than two hundred
millions of the human family have joined the
munmerable company of the mighty Dran,
“The year 1%3:2 was distinguished by the pre-
dicted appearance of two comets, the most re-
marhable that have yet fullen under the notice
of astronomers, These are the comets of
Encke and Bicla, the former was not expected
to be visible in this hemispere during its visit
that part of the heavens in which it pursued its
track was, notwithstanding, carefuily examin-
ed mght after night, but not the faintest glime
mering of 3t could be perceived. Tt was, how-
sver, seen i the southren  hemisphere, at
Bucuas Ayres, but it exhibited so very faintan
appearance, s to induce the suspicion that i
had undergone considerable physieal changes
sinee its peribclion i 1820, Its return in
Auzuet, the present year, will also be uafavonr-
able for observation in the northery hemisphere
of the earth, and we must wait till the autumn
of 1838 hefure it will again be advantageously
situated tor tracing it. The latter had been
an ohjeet of fear to many on account of the
nearness with which it approached, not the
earth but a peint of the carth’s path. ‘Towards
the end of October it actually interseeted the
arhit of our planet; happly, however, the comet
was i advance of the earth, so that unless
our globe had angmented its pace, or the visi-
tant had retarded its jouruey, there was no
risk of any dangerous proximity, much less of
a hostile collision.  Thereare many who with-
aut going the length of fearing danger from
the shock of a comet, nevertheless imagine
that any unusunlly hot weather, which happens
while such a budy is visible, or going to be

visible, is caused by itin some measure at
least. A comet may certuinly strike the earth
iu the next century ; not one of these wlich
are known, unless the laws of nature be sin-
gularly altered, but! some one or other yet to
come 5 and as the Science of Astronomy ap-
proaches towards perfection, we shall doubt-
less add sume important and mterestig facts
to our kuowledge of comets.  As to the mu!-
titude of idle theories with which fur want of
better information, this puart of astronomy has
been loaded, such as thatthe planetary system
was formed by matter struck off from the sun
by one comet ; that another caused the deluz e ;
that the four small planets were formerly one,
which was broken in picces by a third'; thac
the moon was originally a comat, and the like s
—we would willingly amuse our readers by
an account of them, if our limits permitied.

The revolutions of some comets are eom-
pleted in much less time than o few years
sinee was supposed ; the comet of 1632, whase
period is 75 ycars, was termed by De, fal-
ley, “Jthe Mercury of comete.,” ™ The fol-
lowing are some of the most remarkable 5 the
comets of Encle, Bicla, and Halley, are the
only three whose returns have been satisfacto-
tily verified :—Comet of Bucke, 3 1-2 vears;
comet of Bicla, 6 3-1 years; comet of 1770,
50 years, 5 1-2 years and 20 years (having had
s origiad period disturbed by the action of
Jupiter;) comet of 1813, 74 or 75 years; co-
wmet of Halley, 75 or 76 years, (this is the
comet which is expected ro return the latter
end of this year ;) comet of 1650, 575, years;
second comet of 1S11, 875 years; comet of
1769, 920 years; comet of 1507, 1713 yenrs
first comet of 1811, 3333 vears; aud the co-

met off 1763, 7334 years.
@ now carries on his Chain and Mnchor
Manufactory, situated on the south end of
Patterson’s Wharfz the premises are so well known
that further deseription is unnecessary,  §f not dispose
cd of before the 1st day of September next, it willthen
be ofiered at PULLIC SALE, on the premises,
JONN RUSSEL.
Fur Sale as above, on reasonable terms,

Best Chain Cables, frum 12 to 1 1-8 Inch; Anchors
from 3 cwi. to 12 ewt.; hause Pipes and Windlass
Irons, ull sizes.

Preton, July 8, 18335,

. _CHAMBERS
EDINBURGUH JOURNAL, §e.

Thc Subscriber having hecn appomtcd agent for
the abova literary work, is now reads to receive
m:l.scnbers for tlus excellent Weekly Miscelany, Tha
Numbers can be furmished from the commenceinent
of the work m Februaty 1832, down to Apr! 1833,
together witlits appropriate compantony,

CHAMBERS' INFORMATION FOR TIE
PEOPLE,
A semi-monthly Publication,—znd
CHAMBERS HISTORICAL NEWSPAPER.
Mothly; all of uniform size, and at the low price of
2d. cach nunber. JAMES DAWSON.
Of whom may also be had,

The Penny Mazazine, Srom commencement.

The Satwrday Magazine, D

The Penny Cyclopedia. Do

The Ladics® Penny Gazelle.

Larley’s Magazine.

The People’s Magazine.

Edinburgh Cabinet Litrary,

London Family Library.

Lardner's Cyclopedia.

The Mirror.

Penny Musieal Guide.

Musical Library.

Together with a variety of other Period.cals of high

{iterasy standing,
~ arge.
’A few copics of 8 New and Corrcet MAP of
Nora Scotia and Cape Breton. just published in
London: aize G fect 3 inches by 2 feet,

" THE SUB SCRIBER
OFFERS FOR SALE,

YHAT valuable Property on which he

May 27,



