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The Montenogrin High Court.

PRINCK NIKITA HEARING THE COMPLAINTS OF
1113 SUDJKCTS IN PATRIARCIIAL FASHION.

There aro a fow customs and spectacl: s
ata)] lingering in this ago to romind us that
tho world was not always prosaic, nilitarian,
aod unbelioving—a few survivails of tho timo
when the superstition of the luy Ity of all
alaszos found auncriticised cxpression in
magmficent corcmonies. They are dying
fast, Tho simplest, Lut al-o tho most in-
teresting, of such quunt showais a:eance
of tho Supo fur C.urt of Appoa) in Montene-

ro. Tw the hift of the palaco gate stands a
ﬁmn treo of very mod.rato sizo, surrounded
by a bauk of turf ncatly edged wi.h boulders
Hither, towards 8 in the morniag, atrolls
the Prince, followed Ly bis ofticers and

uird. At a certain distanco from it they

ait and nacuver, which h s H ghness s*ops
briskly forward and seats hunsolt at asquare
nook left hollow in the wall toaccommodato
bis lexs. Xf personages of dist n.ticu are
pres=nt they receive an invitation to take
praco oa citber hand, and the court is npun
without moro cecremony. Sometimes tho
wholo spaco in front is crowded with peas.
antry iu mlent rauks, eager to behold their
chief and hear his wisdom ; but in this time
of war, which malkes such hiasy demsnds on
the Jabour ot the few who stay st home, the
audicnce 13 small, I have sedm b held a
finer subje.t for tho pawnter. At a dwtancoe
of twenty yards or 30, on the right front of
bia higho:8, stand the voterans of his body-
guard: rangod in line, tal fellaws mostly,
grim of aspect, wearing crossos and decora-
tions, heavily armed. Tho long fringo of
their plaids sweep the ground, or one ond of
it is thrown across the shoulders 1n 8 anish
fashion. Qa the otherside, at a like distance,
staud a group of peasautry, cap in haud,
waitiug to cxplain such complicated grivv-
ances as peitner tho village clders’ court,
nor tho district tribunal can arrange to ther
satisfaction. ‘o the left rear of the prince
aides d.-camp and attendantsof the Way-
wodes present take up station; thoy wear
their caps, leng ‘‘out of court,” by legal
fiction, though nearer to tho sovereign than
the rest. Kveryone Leiog paced, in two
minutes proceedings begmn. ‘fho first com.
plaint, wtich Irs highness explained to me
on onc ccg08ioa, was that of a wesz-ned
veteran, very ragged and dirty, bat wearing
two silver mouuted pistols and a yatighsu,
In o siog-song \uice, w thout hesitat ug for
an instant, h s uetit on was made. fHo had
answo oz the lawful summons of bhis chicf,
and repaired in arms to tho camp a: Sutor-
mans, whence Geu, Bizo Petrovich had dis- ¢
wiged im as t0o old and war-warn for
service,  *“I am not old, Gospodar,” ho
lamoated, ““for I am strovg. And ) f I have
builets in my body is that a reason that 1
should be in-ulted? 1 pray you Gospedar,
to write to B 29 Pitrovich and order ti.m to
lot me tizht,” The auxioty of the p or man
was paiuful to watch as ho turaed hiscap
ceascleasly, awaiting reply, which was not
given in my priscuce.

Of anotber suitor his highness told mo
that io somu tight ho lost his comrades, aud
was attacked, all alone, by fivo Turks.

‘our he killed and woundiced the fifth, bat
ho fell himself 1o the strugele. Snowlay on
tho ground, and tho «vemny chill res.ored
lum to conscrousncsy, When s eycs opened
ho saw the Turk piinfully crawiiug to
gsther wood, aad he pruceeded to assist the
ifiddd.  When cer sio comra les arrived at
dawan they found theso two aharing their
last ration acrosy the fire, and the g!onu:-
negrin would not bo removed until ho hsd
scen his lato fuo placed in a littsr. Together
thoy wero carrird totho bospital 2t Cettinja,
Abrawny lttle man of the body-guard was
pointed out to o as tho hero who braught
10 a dozen and a half of heads after oo
batt'e. Tho czar preeated him with all
tho drecrrations possible—I saw them—and
tho Russian ladies sobscnbed a pretty
souvcoir in the form of £ head-choppy
knile, cacrusted with precious stoncs, at
tho expeazo of $1,200. Tuis I did rot sce,
f.r the ownur leaves it with his pircats, an
example to the youth of that viciaty. Ia
vegwnd %0 this  head-cotting, Gen.” Bex
Petravitch told mo that ho would not ¢ry to g
atap 1t, 1n the hostihiics daaly expected wten )
I wasin hie camp. Hedecland 1t a modern |
practice, taught witbin this ceatury by the
invading armies of tho porte. Nose-slicing
1 sull note recent, for untid lato yoear
pris mrs way never made. In tho last

110d of the war, however, when wholo
t°ahoos surrenderod, the pracico was
dropped-of nocesnty, and wo may even hopo

himself told o that ho made 11,600
prigoners, whom ho conld not keep r waut
of moans, ‘'tho Turkish governm.nt had
none teexchango, and forsoveralgood reasons;
it would uot ransom thems anl he was
obliged to sent them back uuconditionally.
Juo officer was ciptured th o) timos,

Mausic 1 Old English Ohurches.

In country churches the loft was, aad
even iv, usually kuown as ¢ the siuging.
g)lery,” the musical instrumonte beivg the
¢ ariouet, violin, violoncello, flute, & Mr.
N ake, iu his Ramb ot in Worcestursinre,
saya that in Teabury Church, m tho year
1771, they wero not only horua aud clario-
nots, but also a drum, whose sound was
hesard in diviue sorvico for somo forty years
afeer that date. In some couotry churches
the number uf tho psalm that wasto bo sung
was chalked on a slato, and suspouded from
tho front of the singing-gallery. It issad
of the pansh clerk of Isto Brewers, Somer-
tetshire, thet 1 grving out tho hymn, aod
suddinly find nythatthe alate was not huuy
up, his anuvun emeut took tho fulluwing
shape: “ Let us mug to tho praiso and glory
— I say, why dosn't ‘ec hang out the
slato!” During the singirg the congregation
in the nave turaed their backs upon tho
clergyman, aud looked toward the sioging
galie'y, whero the parish clerk and his
tellow-performers  wete cusconced.  In a
Yorkshue village church carly in this cen.
tarWthe inscruments in the sivging-galliry
were the violin, violoncel o, clarionut, ser-
p eat, and bassoon, and whin the old clersy-
man wished for tho *“ Old Hundred” to o
sung, he called out to his clerk, ¢ Straack
up a bit. Jock!atraack upabit!” Of thws
samo Yorksbire pair it is related that ou the
vceasion of the lirst mussionary ceting,
when the conyregation were waiting in the
church-yard, the vld Viear sad to hisclerk,
“«Jock, yc maant lut ’em into th’church;
the dippitation a'nt’t ccom!” but, on the
arr.val of the two clergymen wno formed
the deputation, the clerk called out to the
people, *“ Yo maunt gang hoame, t’ deppita-
tion's coom ' Tha otd Vicar :ntroducea tho
two clergymen io addresses that were
models of brevity: **T' furst deppitation
will speak!’ **I" second doppitation will
speak 1" after which the clerk ligvted semo
caadles in tho singiog gallery, and gavo out
for an appropria o hymau, °- Vital spark of
hesvenly flame !’ Tho parishk clerks who
give out tho hymus and lead tho congrega-
tivnal singiog are probatly at tho present
day only to be found in a few remote places,
apd in psrishes whero there 1s a sccond
church, at sems mles’ distauce trom the
mother church, with its one Sunday service.
Here, very hkely, the man 13 still 1o be
found who unites in his own person both
cierk and choir. A fiiend of miuo had sucn
a cerk, and the hymus wero thoss of Tate
and Brady. First of all the clerk sounded
the nate on a pitch-pipe, and after this
mwsicial preludo ho wounad up his nose, asit
wore, and, with a stroog pasal suarl, pi‘ch-
ed thy key-noto and began the psalm, A
great favourito with himn was what he called
‘“The Hippy Map,” the psam beginning
with tho hino, **Happy the man whose
tendor care”—ivh ch word Ec pronounced
‘*car”—and the last line of thu verse,
**The Loaid sh.ll give tam rest,” w.s re-
ycatot twice and shouted wita great fervor.
The rustic audicnes were charmed with his
exccution of this jsaim, and aro greatly
pleased when a Boanerges out of their own
rauks can thus display tho pawer of hua
luoge.
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“By Juce ¢’ cxclaimed Harry; **look at
that gnl! Whatcolour! She's the pictare
of health.”  S.id D ck, who has learndd to
discrimivato between naturo and art: A
piciurc of health! A panting, you mean.”

Youxg lady—'* Very changeable waatt cr,
M s. Wiggme, 180t 1t ?" Mrs. Wiggia—
***Ees, miss, it be.  Fust "o, yer scc; then
co'd, then "ot ag'in; butit's a tlessin’, 'cos
f the weather was n't alittle wariablo there
would u't ho no wariety in some folk's con-
versation,”

A DasBURY man has a Boston lady visit-
ing hita. Sunday eveniog, on comng out of
church with her, ho extendod his anin, and,
with a delicate doforencs to her prejudiocs,
said! **\Will you accept my upper hmb 2™
With a yratefur look from her glassy cyes
sho acoepted.

A vouse lady artist married 3 young
gentleman arust. Tho unclo of tho bride
wado a call upon them and found thom sit.
ting in opposito cornors of their joint studio,

that 1t will nover bo revived. The prince

Ourious Idol Worship in Chiuna.

THE PKCULIAR CEREMONIAL BY WHICIT EVIL
SPIRITS ARK Castull,

Haxacnow, CHixa.—A curious Jisply of
idsl worship 18 bemg nichtly ouacted not far
irom this city, It 18 not easy to doermine
to what sect 1t belongs, fur, though held in
a Taoist templo, no privst of eithor that or
avy other takes part in tho ceromony.  tis
entucly carned out by the peopiv them-
sclves, and bewng i tue sevenih wwon, when
tho names of the depart.d reocive sv mech
attontion from their hiving velations, 1t may
10 correct to consider 1t a part ol aucesira
worslup. At tho bogiung of tho muun pro-
clamarzons woro posted aH cver the vity an.
oouncing tho commencement of this strange
¢eremony, and ealling on the pu -p o tu cumie
up und pay ther taxes or duues to Yuhe
whany Snung-ty, **lurd of the worid and
savior of mon, ' as they do to ther oarthly
B wperor. Erch mght, frum the lat to the
15tu ot tho seventh moun, this pasuly on
oyalty 18 curried out, and delogates trom
vanious  districts bring strings of paper
sycee, which is weiglied with the greato.t
caro as if 1t wero real siver, eatered into
the account books of au oflicial, and at the
proper uine in the ceremony is seat up to
tho spuits, through fice. An idea of the
quantity ot paper ey consttmed may be
toriaed frum the rice received fur the ashios,
which reanzes a total fur tius ha f month at
16 cash an oz. or not less than §30.

Thoe rost busiucss of the ovenin,commences
after dusk . The procession, whigh gues out
of the villags in order to return escorting
the spirit ot the Emperor, begivas to form.
Esch man cariios a lantern, with thoe nae
ot tus districe ur sucioty patated on ity The
mamr tampio and all the Jers-r ouos arc
vruliant y nghted up with rows of lantorn
of red cloth, aud somo placs largo reflect..vs
bekind caudles, the effect of which s very
pleasing.  Theatrical dresans of tto m st
gorgouus coloure, and heavy with guid lac.,
pass along 1n groups; Loys dressed an rd
coth aud guld tinsel huts, men bearn,
swords, aud baitle axee, and bands of mus
c1aus 5o to make up this i ique prucessivn.
Too cen o of all 18 tho Eaperor’s chae,
carricd by twidve bearcrs, contanmung Lis
tablet; a man on cach sude, carryiug lar.o
whito feathes fans, sureld it from tho pubuc
i;am, bat waving tv and fro as . fanning a
\Ing person.

After a long 1nterval, the hig chair gave
forih a bioming sound, aud the great il
Yuh-whangdhung-ti, weannga m. scgorgeous
drese, appesred and was placed on a raised
platform under a rich canepy.  A'limmeds-
«t0 y scll pr- s.rato un theground, and, for a
while, sileuce rergucd supreme ; pieseutiy th
n.aster 0: ¢ reton.cs took lus place, and tue
bearers of cards of tuuse gols who, by thea
rank, are altowed t» pay thewr respects to
his Maje ty (as officiais are with tho reat
Em,c.or) beg.n toarnve. A fow feet from
tho thiouc tuey knelt aud respectfully pre
sented ther card, whizh was received by an
official, who announced, 1a 8 loul vaicy, the
namo aund rank of tho scader, the couit
muaicians playing on ther mstruments on
thoarrival of cach fresh card, of which, that
mght, there were forty -onght.

A lew devout worshippers were allowod to
prostrate themselves in the royal prescuco.
aud towaird m @ aght h 3 Majesty proceeded
to ju 'go the cvil xpints.

Tho Chinc-o ¢ msider all mad persons pos-
scsscd by a demon, and their friends, in the
hop o that this will Lo cast out by the ondeat
through which they have to pass at thus
coart, gladly sead them there, cach pationt
payiong $35.  Theso unfuitunates are locked
ap 1 tho held tvfore mentioned as they
arnve—-sufli 1ent 10 atseif o almost upscr
tho balanco of a sound mind. Aa cfficiat
approaches aud roverently :sks for the
keys. ‘Tno reque-t is grauted, and runncrs
ondered to bring onc of tho evil spirits to be
judged. They rush off with a yetl to obay
ttns order, and presently they aro to Lo secu
at tho far end %mrr‘)mg aloug wno of theae
untortunate prople.  In th- mudat of frght
tul yells, tho lames of tho immense plo of
paper money making the wholo court as

light as day, this poor wretch 13 brought
jiato his Majesly’s proscnce.  Ho wasatal,
powerfol man, hus face pale thron h passive ;
,but if his acts gave any clug to th ¢ atato of
,bis mind he was the only senmble peraon
thicre, for ho refusci to kneel! Tue oxcite-
,ment bocams intense.  The ruancers threw
: themsclves upon lim with ticrco cnrrgy to
" forco h m to kneal, but howas stiong enoogh
(Yo resist them al, aud afur a ruit ca
atruggle ho was huatled out of tina bri hau-

in tho sulks, tho husband saying that his| sccuc, and agan thrust inte tho dark nfcrnsl
wife's waist was out of proportios, and tho |regions. Anctber was brooght ferth with

tho same demoniacal yolls, He quiotly
knelt, and was at length pronouuced guity,
and sentenosd to bo beaten on the aukles
with tho light bamboo. A stratw ticuro was
brought forth to reprosont hium, and ho was
oblig d to lovk on while it recaved the
puntshwment.

Spanish ffurders and Brigandage.

——

(Satutday Review.)

Iu Spaia there 18 not much actual muclor,

but thure 13 a rampant brigandage, which

ouly stups short of murdor provided it can

rob wihoutit, Even 1a Madnd ataelf, n

ouo of tho truest and most frequented strovts,

a member of the Ssnato was, only two years
ago, kept a pnissner in lusown bedroom and
threatencd wath death unul ho paid the
ransom demanded of hum, Bands of vobbors,

a8 13 unly tuo well known, haunt the moun-
tain dusinicts even in the neighbourhood of
the capital, Tho brigands aro said to have
friends w vary bigh places. They exercias a
terror which provents qaiet people from
daniog to give svidence against them, they
walk out of prisunif they are put iuto 1t;
and when they bold land they pay to the
Government just tho amuuut of taxes that
they think convenient. Justice again is slow
w2 most cuuutries, Lut in Spain it searcely
moves at Ji. Every process 13 secret, rad
cverything i- carricd on in wnting, Tho
ptlo of papen bea,ed up an reference to tho
murder of Gen. Prim ten years ago mounts
ap and up; but 1t s uct cven yet thought
ui h «nough, and a trial scems as far oft as
«ver. The Govarment 1s as anablo as any
une olsa to wsure a suody couviction, and »f
1t really wants to got r.d of nitorious crimi-
uals, it shoots them on tho pretoxt that they
are trying to sscape. Innonnur matters thero
i the same evitable delsy, and in 1579 tho
vilicid Gazitic anuoudced that a witness was
wanied in reference to a railway accident
that had occurred in 1864 Every Admivis.
tration, tuo, 1nvents new rutes, 3od waots

«ver pooccedings have been pushed forward
a atsge, comphiance with somo new regulation
is exacted, and the matter iv, and always
retaiuy, just whire 1t wae  As a last re.

whun nothing «leo will, Noxe to roblery
with violenre, forgery appears to bo tho
favurite failing of the natioa. Even Lrigands
{ rge, 85 that they may show themselves as
goud and c.wilized as their neighbora, Nat
luny ago 11 one of the prine pat purts of tho
Mcﬁltcrrmcau 1 cargo was got through the
C.som-hiouse duty frie by means of a who'o
sot of documents forged iv the (‘ustom-house
itaclf.  Aad 80 notorious aod so general is
the practice, that when it appeared that for-
geries ot cupunsof the Statu debt hal heen
made actually in tho «fli.c whero the debt s

Fusance mi dly replied t> qacstioners in the
Cnamber, that 1n a country where coin,
vank-notes, ard overy kind of private dacu-
ment were habitually tmatated, no ono could

employed i forging statc coupons,
NECESTY is the mothor of mventios, and
a nowiy-marricd P'ai adolphia man is expen-

which a party onan upper floor can bght the

stairs or getting out of bed.

BRatle-, who had boen marnied several tunes,
usually with disastrous rcsults to her hus-
bands, having obtained a divorco from her
last husband, who was a Republican, imme-
diately marned a new husband, who was &
nsing young man and a Democrat. Tho
friends of tho widow congratulated herupen
tho acquirition of & new husband.  The
widow blushed violently, and, chewing the
scam of her apron, teplied .
not & new husband atall. e s the same
one [ uscd to have el wo the war,

118 absolutely nccersary to look carcfully
after tho cducatisn of your boys.  They arc
ap: to get wrong notions into ther beads,
and un css watched to mako use of them to
thar detninent. A dunda; 2chool teacher

; tho wheatand tarcs.  ** And whatisa tare?”
aho asked impresaively.  *“ I know, " said a
hittlo fellow, who had watched hia parent's
courso to same purposc, **it i & high old
timo, that's whatit1s.”” When askod by
the astoninhed teacher to explan himyedf ho
said, ‘‘Jast ween father was gone threo
,day'. and I koow just where he went and
what ho did, and the mother told mo that
:E:r 'Emv'nor was off on an old-fashionod

thiugs to bo duno i its vwn style, and, whon- |

sourco faigery is called 1a, on the chanco
that it may expeduo ths coursoof bus ness .

supposed to le qintrolled, the Miuster of

wonder that the same ngenuity should bo -

meuting with an cleetrieal apparatus by |

firs 18 tho kitchen without coming down

A Fuisky old widow, by the namo of .

“Why, 1o 18

was exam ming her class oa tho parable of -
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