IDIAN Wikl bIFE

Operators’ Conditions and
- the New Factogy Bill

By James Haslam.

ere isti't ‘'much héaven on earth

. _in the Indian factory system. An
. atfempt is now being made to im-

. prove it by means _of a bill, which

bhas been submitted to the Vieeroy's

Legislative Council. But if this

out making any = coneessions to its
opponents, the Indian factory system
will, in all probability, still be lack-
ing in heavenly qualities: At least
it would seem so.

THE EMPIRE OF WHICH, ETC.

~ But let us look at what this sys-
tem is and has been of recent years.
And T may say that I am basing my
remarks on piles of evidence which I
have collected, representing all elass-
" e8 of British and Indian_opinion.
~ Well, up to about 1894, the hours of
= labgr in Indian textile factories were
from sunrise to sunset. They were
called daylight hours. They were at
the sunniest part of the year 13}
hour per day; at the shortest days
they were 11 hours; they averaged
throughout the year 12 hours
five minutes a day, or 72} hours
~ per week, to say nothing.of Sunday

“labor in the shape of oiling and

eleaning machinery, ete.

pealing to the sun to be more gen-
electric lighting in the
factories—thus getting at the won-
_ derful Orb by indirect light. Whilst
some mill-owners were content to
as reasonable
not. To cut
. mentable story, the whole of those
% in the  textile imdustry were eom-
" pelled by competition to follow the
suit of the more soulless ones.
lengthened. Men' and

hours, others were

-per day varied from
Ahmedabad they var-
tol4} per day. At
b imum was 133 hours,
maximum 15}. But in the
ving mills of Caleutta they
record of 154 hours by go-
16 hours per day. That is

.~ X, have a' few worse things than
- this to relate. And for fear that you
should think I am exaggerating, let
~ me say that what I have given you
is taken from the report of the Inp-
dian Faetory Labor Commission, is-
~ ‘sued in July of last year. And mark
this—in some instances even married
~ workers had been found laboring In
‘mills on night shift, after having
been engaged in some other mill for
the long hours I have recorded. And
what of the ‘chil(\nm? Here it is
that some of the most inhuman de-
“tails eome in to fill ¢p the dismal
i pieture. In some cases it was found
. ~found by the cotl salculating eom-
ioners mind ' you—that many
children were at the grinding
8 before the legal age of nine !
a communieation from an
mill manager, who tells me
he has seen the youngsters at
‘spindl and looms at the age
years and at seven years of
1 But let us go back to the La-
~ Commission appointed by the
| government. Listen. In Cal-
the headquarters of a special
nspector from 30 To 40 per
_the chiidren, employed _as
“were under the legal age
They were employed in jute
es. Have you any idea how
and dusty and unsanitary and
e some of these¢ jute
~are ¥ Anyhow, it was found
 that in some instances about 60

1t

proposed measure be adopted, with-|

|
and

Fthe life; health ‘and happiness of the
| people, I must leave to the reader’s
“lcalculali(m. Let us weigh up the
imew bill for a moment. Its most
idmstic proposal is in the clause
iwhich declares that the hours of la-
{bor in any textile factory shall not
be more than 12 per day. That
means 72 hours per week. In Lanea-
shire mills the hours are 554 per
 week. The bill proposes that
| work should _not commence hefore
'5.30 a.m., nor continue after 7 at
ynigh(. This would give to the opera-
{

tives one hour and a half for meals.
| There is a clause to the effect that
’there shall - be one holiday of one
| whole day a .week, which would, of
{course be Sunday. So that if the
ihill passes the Indian textile factory
| operative will still be blest with a
| week’s burden of 72 hours in an
| Indian mill, in an Indian atmosphere.
i'That alludes only .to textile mills.
{In other industrial establishments he
{ will be still left to ‘work all the
| hours that the god of eapital
| to dictate. -

But—take note of this ‘“‘but”—
| there is a probability that this only
| drastie elause in*the bill will not be
laccepted by those who may pull the
{ wires of the Governmeift: I mean
i the clause to _regulate the hours of
{adult textile workers to 12 per day,
lor 72 per week. Within the last three
!)‘oars thefe has been sufficient evi-
!dence to indieate that there is a
| strong body of men in India who are
opposed to any restriction to the
!hours of the adults. It is being gen-
| erally recognized, of course, that 12
{hours a day for six days in the week

still in a positionto abuse what

s ‘them, the eapitalists would only amount to a voluntary |thiS WoTk was  done by

understanding. = This is exaetly what
| they have done and are still doing.

{ SLAVES AT NINE.

inew -measure 7 The bill does not

timers. They will still be taken to
| the wheels at nine years of age.

'is proposed, however, to regard a
“‘child”” as a person under the age of
fourteen, and to restriet the hours of
a “‘child” in textile factories to six
per day, and in other factories to
seven per day. The hours of women
are to  be fixed at-11 per day. But
the terrible conditions of women and
children that have hitherto blackened
the history of the Indian factory sys-
tem have been due to the fact that
the law has been ignored. Inspeet-
ors have been aware that children,
for instance, were being pitilessly
utilized for the sake of profit. They
have been aware of this, and they
have not interfered. And in spite of
this glaring negligence, the bill does
not propose the appointment of a
chief inspeetor of factories, mnor
would it make any very effective al-
terations in the present loose meth-
ods of the inspectorate (so that you
see there isn’t much heaven on earth
for the Indian textile worker.) There
is not likely to be much of it in the

future, even if nothing is doneé to
make this capitalists’ bill worse
than it is.

SHORTSIGHTED PROFIT-MONG-
ERS.

Not only -are the waikers enslaved
by the long hours I have named, but
their homes are damp, dark and mis-
erable. In 1907 the Textile Factor-
ies Labor Committee (not the Labor
Commission I have already mention-

ed) visited the “‘challs”” in which the
“operators were housed. The condi-
tions were wretched. Even aiter
~making allowance for the very limit-
‘ed space which will satisfy Indian
workers and their families, they said:
“The houses were distinetly over-
crowded, dark, damp, and ill-venti-
lated. AdmisSion of fresh air seemed
a--practical - impossibility, for the
dwellings were surrounded by narrow
gullies for earrying off waste water
and sullage, -the offensive vapbur

of the surrounding atmos-
phere.” In fact, the lot of the In-
dian factory operative this last fif-
teen years has been in every way de-
deplorable
and selfish

A
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AN EASY LESSOR

IN SOCIALIS1 -

By Wm. H. Leffingwell.

Proposition (a) :
lution in the . method of producing
bhas taken place in the last fifey
years, improved machines, increased
division of labor and large eérpor-
ations, making it possible for the
workingman to produce nine times as
much as they did fifty years ago.

There was a time, up to about
fifty vears ago, when machines were
few in number, ‘erude and eompara-
tively inferior, and the factories were
very small. Hundreds upon hundreds
of small shops were in existenece and
hand work was the rule and not the
exception as it is today. In those
days the workingmen got 2 much
larger proportion of his .produet than
he does today, - but he did not pro-
duece nearly  so mueh. Just about”
this time the invention of machinery
reeceived an impetus on account of the
extensive use of steam as a motive
Large factories were built up
and there was an inereased division
of ‘labor, which econtinued gradually
improving until today the workman
is given a simple task to perform
and kept at it. At present the divis-
ion of labor, together with the use of
machinery, . has carried to-a
very high degree of perfection. For

power.

been

Not being { are quite enough. + But if this eannot | instanee, "hf‘r(‘ are over sixty Separ-
. able to lengthen the daylight by ap-|be secured by law, millowners will be jate and distinet tasks in the making

In[ a pair of shoes, while formerly
one._man.
{This division . of labor, eombined

iwith the improved ‘machinery and
!large faetory organization) makes it
| possible for the workingman to pro-

ek the mills what'  were r(’m‘“’“‘i Do dibab ol - alilidrds - vides the duce nine times as much as he did in

1850.

short a long and la-| propose to raise the age of hali- | droposition. () - . This wosdsdul

|change has been - brought about by
{the changing of the method of pro-
fllurlion from an individual or eom-
| petitive basis to a soeial or eo-oper-
ative basis.

As noted before, there has been 2
complete revolution in the manner of
producing in the Jast half century.
Fifty years ago, nearly evervthing
was done by hand; today almost
everything is produced by machinery.
The present wonderful productivity
could never have been possible
under the old handiérait or individu-
al system. While it now takes over
sixty men to make a pair of shoes,
as compared with one in: the olden
times, these sixty men can produee
many times more shoes than an
equal number of men could have done
on the individual plan. We now do
everything co-operatively. The large
department stores are co-Operative
institutions, the immense factories
are co-operative—in faet everything
is eo-operative nowadays in produet-
ion. However,~when it comes to dis-
tributing the wealth thus produced
by the workers, the eapitalist class,
who compromise 15 per cent of the
population, receives 83 per cent; and
the working elass, get 17 per cent.
Not much eo-operation therg. 2

Proposition (e) : But while this
change has taken place in produejpg,
the workers are only partially bene-
fited by it, the capitalist elass reap-
ing the largest rewards in inereased
profits.

Think of the progress that has been
made in the past half century.
there are electric lights. electrie
cooking apparatus, eleetrie heating,
telephone, sanitary plumbing, houses
of a grandeur. such as was never
known - before, elothing of the finest
fabrics and furniture of all kinds
better made than ever before. Tn
fact at the present time it is possible
for a man to live in absolute eomfort
and eomparative luxury. You pro-
duced these things—that is you did
your share, together with your]
fellow workingmen. What do you
get 7 Poverty, tumble down shacks
that are not fit for a dog to live in,
with no sanitary plumbing; no eon-

i no teleph your elothes
are shoddy, your furniture is cheap
and poorly made, and your food is
adulterated to such a great extemt
that you are surprised *if you dis-

Now

|eover an article of food that is pure.

Who is it, then, that has these fine
things. The ecapitalist elass, the
class that owns the factories, mills,

{mines, ete., ete.—the class that ap-

propriates your pwoduct you
toil so hard. They do all the travel-

COTTON'S WEEKLY,

A complete revo- |

jclass, whiech produces everything,
lives in’ poverty, whilé the capitalist
| class, the class which owns the ma-|
(chines, the factories, the . mills,
{mines, railroads and land, live in
{luxury, that the cause of your pov-
{erty must be in the ownership of*the
|means of life ? This eapitalist class
|owns everything; but they offer you
:the opportunity = to produce wealth
{for them and then they give you a
| miserable pittance, barely enough to
iallow to you to exist. They wouald!
not give you even this, only you
|would starve otherwise, and therefore
{would not be able to produce any
{more wealth for them. e

| - Oh, what a chump you are #** Just
{think of a man who will work all
his life-making things for other peo-
ple and taking nothing in return for
himself except enough barely to keep
him alive. How foolish it sounds
when you ecome to think about it in
the right light !

But I will not eall you down very
hard.- If you will promise to vote
for a change of the system, -1 will
consider that vou have a little com-
mon sense left. You see, it won't do
for me to eall you too many hard
names, because I used to be that
| kind of a fool myself once. I used to
think the boss was-very kind to give
me encugh to live on.- Now, since I
have my eves open I realize how kind
I have been to him. -For many years
have I given him evervthing T have
produced. The only thing that wor-
ries me now is how long YOU will

Keep me from getting the full share
of my produet. You are the only
obstaele in the way. Until YOU

vote the Sceialist Party li\'kt-f. too,
I shall have to stand it. g

vt
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Fifteen Years of Agony

Him After Doctors Had
Failed To Give Relief.

3 Harbor an Bouche,

Antigonish Co., N.S., March 24, 1909.
“I wish to express ml.lincem appre-
iati f the, th I ived from

taking ““Pruit-a-tives.” 1 suffered from

yosvand'} o8 ks $ad
years consul ysicians
took many kinds v ry medicine,

taken a number of boxes of *‘Fruit-a-
tives,” but before I had taken one box
I feit better and now am entirely well.
“I am thankful to be well after fifteen
years suffering, and I am willing to have
this statement published for the sake of
other sufferers, and to them I strongly
recommend *“‘PFruit-a-tives.”

(Signed) CHARLES BARRETT.
soc a box, 6 for $2.50—or trial box,
25¢. Mnlldulenot.utyont—psidon
o‘n-'"d Soe by Prai Limited
wa

A certain rich man in a small town

reated the workers white according to
his capitalist ideas. He gave them big
wages and worked them none too hard.
And when their day's work was done
they would congregate in the town beer
parlor and speak many ill 1hings
-against the rich man. And the plute
worshippers became vexed and said
that the workingmen did not know
when they were well used and that the
old custom of driving the workingman
to work under the lash should be re-
vived. But the workingmen were right
when they. spoke .against their boss,
because the rich man lived on the work
of others. He drew dividends which
are but uopaid labor. He was a labor=
thief and his workingmen knew it.
Even if he did treat them white, they
knew that the money with which the
rich man paid them did not rightfully
belong to the rich man but he bad got
possession of that money through labor

| thieving laws. - No rich man can treat | ¢
| workingmen white. - For -if be pays
certain  workingmen well he but pays|

rowe !
e

built himself a big house. And he|
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A Paper that Every Wide=
awake Canadian should Sub-
scribe for and read closely.

Sub Price :

50 CENTS

TWO FOR $1.00
SIX TTONTHS 25c¢
U. S. Subs $1.10

Bundles at the rate of 1 cent
per copy.

' SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER

Three Months for 10c

Send 10¢c in 1c Stamps for Single Subs
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Remittances to be sent by
Postal Note, addressed to Cot-
ton’s Weekly,Cowansville, P.Q.
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PLATFORM

Socialist Party of Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada, in convention assembled, affirm
our allegiance to, and support of the principles and programme of the
revolutionary working class.

Labor produces all wealth, and to the producers it should belong.
The present economic system is based upon capitalist ownership of the
means of production, consequently all the products of labor belong to the
capitalist class. The capitalist is therefore master; the worker a slave.

So long as the capitalist class remains in possession of the reins of
government ail the powers of the State will be used to protect and defend
their i:his in the means of wealth production and their control
the prodact of abor

The capitalist system gives to the capitalist an ever-swelling stream
of profits and to the worker an ever increasing measure of misery and

de radation.

The interest of the working class lies in the direction of setting itself
free from capitalist-expluifation by the abolition of the wage system,
under which-is cloaked the robbery of the working-class at the point of
production. To accomplish this nec tes the transformation of cip-
italist property in the means of wealth pro Juction into collective or work-
ing-class property. :

The irrepressible conflict of interests between the capitalist and the
worker is rapidly culminating in a struggle for possession of the power
of government—the capitalist to hold, the worker to securg it by political
action. This is the class struggle.

Therefore, we call upon all workers to organize under the banner of
the Socialist Party of Canada with the objéct of conquering the public
P powers for the purpose of setting up and enforcing the economic pro-
gramme of the working class, 4§ follaws : il

1.- The transformation, as ‘r‘aa)yne\pombk. of capitalist property
in the means of wealth production ( 1 , factories, mills,
railroads etc.,) into the collective property of the working ~lass.

2. The democratic organization and. management of industry by
the workers. -

3. The establishment, as speedily
instead of production for profit.

as possible, of production for use

“«

) until the present system is abolishéd, make the answer to this question
of the class and aid the workers in their class

struggle against
@ capitalism? If it will the Sociafist Party is for it; if it will not, the

The Socialist Party, when in office, shall always and everywhere-

¢
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