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mass.' ‘I caunot thank youn sufficiently. for having brought
me the book,’” - ¢ I read it until late.at night.” ¢ How long I
have been wishing to have a Bible!" * Why, that is the
Bible ; of course I must have that.” ¢ Ah) if all men only
had' thas book; ‘it would be better.’ ‘Had 1 known this
Precious book before, it would haye been better for me.!

ITALY.—In their Report for last year, your Committoe
remarked that no rapid progress could be discerned in the
mighty work of rousing in Italy a deeper and truer religious
feeling than existed in the day's of repression ‘and oppression,
of alien' rulée and Papit supfémacy.

Theit ififormation leads to the same dwappointing eon-
clisioh this year.' Still, with rare exceptions, the rich, and
the noblw, and the educated refuse to lament to our mourning,
or ' tdanee to' our piping. Godly sorrow and Gospel joy
dlike leave them unmoved.: This deadly attosphere, like
its'typs in the natardt'world, ‘broods especially over Rome.
Jvis riehW ‘and inéreased with goods,"Yieh in art, riek in
history, rich with the spoils of time, but all the while to the
spiritual eye it is poor, ‘and weetched, and iterable and
blind, and naked. “Even the colportenrs,” ‘says Mr. Bruce,
“think it quite a wonder if they sell a Bible to a Roman,’

Nevertheless your Committee have the pleasure to report
a total of 56,000 copies, an increase of 6,000 tipori last year's
result, #nd that, too, in a year of ‘bad hirvests, of terrible
inundations, and of unusaal snowstorms blozking up the
roafdls. 'Whither, then, has these copies gone? The answer
is—~they have gone into remote’ 'vi ages,' into small towns,
into the hands of the r, the simple, the liborious. They
bave beden ' ‘earried thither wpon the shoulders of men as

simple‘#hd' ‘a8 laborions as tm)zmselves. More ‘that ‘three-
fifths of the eirculation have been' thus disposed 'of, and no
man cafl read the jotrnals of these itinerant [Abourers without
feelinig' that they “have been, and stil are, the very truest
evangelists 'at work in ‘that land,  One ‘incideént of & very
comforting charactér came to Tight last yéar. In' 1871 &
. maritime exhibition was held at'Naples, and a considerable
distribation of Scriptures took place. This work was noticed
in your Committee s Report for 1872, and the remark i there
mhde thiat the distribution was not very ‘discriminating,’
many of the copies being immediately torn up. One of your
colportenrs last year during his labours at Naples met with
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