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Lost Battalion Story Told By “Y” Man
Who Was First Civilian To Aid Survivors
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at the work of the Y, M. C, A, in
thoyy

of the very greutest help and was
fully sppreciateds :
- Sincerely.,

. 8. B. Burrows, of New York,
Says ‘‘WE’RE Americans
-—We Can’t Surrender”’
Was Real Reply of Lieut-
Col. Whittlesey To German

Demand To Quit

One of the most prized tradi-
tions of the war has been shattered
—ithe famous “Go to hell” of Lieut.-
Col: Charles W, Whittlesey, of the
“Lost Battalion,” in reply to the

German demand for surrender.

_ The message which thrilled the
world when the story of the “Lost
Battalion” was told was never sent,

according to Stephen B. Burrows,
of New York, a YM.C.A. man, re-
cently returned from France, who
with Harry W. Blair, of Carthage,
Mo., another “Y” man, was the first
civilian to give ald to the American
heroes when they were rescued in
! the depths of the Argonne Forest
last October. Burrows asserts that,
no reply whatever was made to
qtl;: boche call to the Ameri to
t.

During the six days and nights
in which the battalion, cut off from
all help, was enduring wounds,
thirst, hunger and constant attacks
by the Germans, Burrows and Blair
were within 1,000 yards of the be-
leaguered troops, helping to care
for the wounded and giving out
supplies. In dupport of his state-
ment that no reply was made to the
Germans, Burrows points out that
there were no means at hand for
sending an answer unless that an-
swer was an agreement to surren-

der.
Followed Boys Over Top
Burrows and Blair were

ilesey to a
vards.

The junglelike density of the
forest, the Y.M.C.A. man relates,
was largely responsible for the suc-
cess of the German coup which
nearly cost the lives of Whittlesey
and 600 men. As soon as Whittle-
sey advanced, the enemy filtered by
both his flanks and within a few
hours, by means of hidden machine
of snipers and
grenade throwers, had cut off the
battalion entirely from the 77th’s

guns and squads

lines.

For two days, Burrows says, tue
fate of the battalion was mnot
known. THen some pigeons arrived
giving some details of the disaster
and describing the battalion’s pos-
Meanwhile ev-
ery effort was being made to cut
a way through to the relief of the
boys. So strong was the concentra-
tion of machine guns, that daylight
fighting was little better than sui-

ition in the forest.

g

8. B. Burrows, Esq.,
811 Beverly Road,
Brookilyn, N. Y.
My dear Mr. Burrows: .

You have called my attention to
the -Jact that the statemcnt has
been made that, on the relief of
the “Lost Battalion,” money was
charged by the Y.M.0.A. for choco-
late and cocoa supplied to the men.
Of course you and I kwow that this
is not @ fact, and I take great,
pleasure in stating that on that
occasion the first hot food which
the men received was the cocoa
supplied by the Y.M.0.A.

The assistance of the Y.M.C.A. at
that time wag tremendously appre-
ciated by the mem and dy the of-
ficers, and was given in a fine and
liberal spirit without any sugges-
tion of reimbursement. Further-
more, the Y.M.C.A. was the only or-

Two Y. M. C:A. Men Were

Within 1,000 Yards of Be-

sieged Doughboys Dauring

Week of Peril, and Were

First Civilians to Aid Them
When Rescaed

had been knocked out with gren-
ades and wounded by machine gun
bullets.

This survivor, , blindfolded and

with the German note in his hand,
was led to a point near the left
flank of the battallon.
Whittlesey’'s men crawled through
the underbrush, found the prisoner

Ong of

- Only One Week
To Easter

Come early and avoid the iush, for your new Spring Suit, Coat, Cape or Dress is here.
~ Our buyer has just returned from the leading fashion centres and has succeeded in
obtaining a new, complete line of advance styles in Ladies 'and Gentlemen's Clothing.
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Ladies’

Suits

e

In plain tailored, box, pleated, with Sests and Braid

trifnmed in all shades and colors and materials,

From $18.00 to $50.00

Ladies’ Coats and Capes

In all shades and colors, in Serge, Velours, Tweeds,
Covert Cloth and Broadcloths, :

From $17.00 to $50.00

panization present at that time. I
should Uke to add that the work
pof the YM.C.A. im our regiment
was of the very greatest help, and
was thoroughly and graiefully ap-

Charles W. Whittlesey.

at-
tached to the 308th Infantry and
followed the boys over the top
when the 77th Division began its
great drive on the Argonne For-
est last September. During the
first five days’ fight, in which the
doughboys hacked their way to
the middle of the fourteen-mile
wedge of woods, Burrows was at
work giving out supplies and car-
ing for wounded, and he was in
the front lines when, on October
2, the order came to Col. Whit-
dvance his men 1,000

cide. All the attempts had to be
made at. night.

Would Net Sigral Airman

How little intention Whittlesey
and his men had of surrendering is
Indicated, Burrows points out, by
their sacrifice of food and ammu-
nition which they could have had
by attracting the attention of the
aviators who flew over every day
trying to locate the battalion so as
to drop supplies. The besieged bat-
talion was provided with squares of
red and white oilcloth which,
spread on the ground, could be seen
by the airmen, but the men refused
to use them for fear that the Ger
mans would mistake the white of
these cloths for a sign of surrender.

One package of ammunition and
food landed near the battalion, Bur-
rows says. When several dough-
boys crept down from the hillside
into which they had dug them-
selves and tried to get this package,
the German snipers and machine
gunners wiped out the little group.
Col. Whittlesey ordered that no
;noae attempts be made to get this
'ood. :

These airmen won the admira-
tion of the entire division . by
their daring attempts to help
the trapped men. Burrows says
that the aviators, in their ef-
forts to see thke men, would come
down almost to the tops of the
trees, flying through a hail of bul-
lets from the German rifles. Two
of these aviators were shot down,
and the wings of every machine .
that went over were riddled, yet
the fllers returned every day and
resumed their search,

Surrender Demand Arrives

It was on the fourth day that the
surrender demand arrived. Toward
late afternoon the men on the left
of the battalion heard a hail from
the woods and a German, in Eng-
lish, shouted that he had a pris-
oner with a note for the battalion
commander. This prisoner was a
doughboy who had been one of a
party of ten that had tried to get
back for help. Six were killed and
the other four captured after they

and guided him back to his com-
rades. The note was taken to Col.
‘Whittlesey, - In effect, it is said
that the battalion, which had been
without food for four days, was en-
tirely surrounded and could not
hope to escape; and urged that, in
‘mercy to the wounded and to thoss
still living, further resistance
should be abandoned.

According to 'members of the

battalion whom Burrows talked
with immediately after their rescus,:
Col.
carefully reading the note: \

‘Whittlesey remarked, after

“Wefre Americans—we can’t sur-

render.”

Could Not Send Reply

In order to make any reply, the
“Y” man explains, either a dough-
boy would have to carry it, becom-
ing a prisoner, or it would have to
be shouted, a dangerous proceeding
because it would help indicate the
position of the battalion.
boys simply dug themselves in and
hung on.

In two days, more than 1,000 cas-
ualties resulted from the attempts
to rescue the battalion,
says.
their dashes by night, and the only
route by which they could approach
the advance position was up a
winding ravine in which the Ger-
mans had built & narrow guage
track, The enemy kept this ravine
under constant fire, and the casual-
ties among the relief squads were
heavy. 4

When the battalion finally was
rescued, Burrows and Blair, who
had moved up their supplies, had
hot drinks and cigarettes for the
400 survivors as they were brought
back into the lines and helped give
first aid to the wounded and get
them back to the dressing station.

Burrows is loud in praise of the
late Maj. James A. Roosevelt and
his men of the supply company
since without their help it would
have been impossible to get Y. M.
C. A. supplies up to the boys in the
front lines. As it was, Burrows and
Blair were always able to give fair-
ly prompt service. After the first of
October they gave away more than
28,000 francs of supplies to the
doughboys of their division, mak-
ing no attempt to sell anything.

Burrows and Blair were with the
77th Division during the Argonne
fight and remained with it uatil
the armistice was signed.
rows is married, has three chil-
dren and is an electrical engineer.
Blair, wjhe is still in France, is a
lawyer.

So the

Burrows
The troops had to make all

Bur-

LOAL NEWS

Hands Up, at the Star tonight.

Dancing, Alice Green, Main 2380-11.
97423-4-15.

Children’s reefers in black and white
theck and black or blue Cheviots, $5.75,
5.98, at Bassen’s, 14-16-18 Charlotte
treet. No branches. : ;

Hands Up, at the-Star tonight.

Great bargains at Amdur’s sale, 248-
160 King street, W. E. 4—12

\ Opportunity days at Amdur’s
veek. West St. John,

TAILORING.

For high class tailoring try F. R.
Dempster for your spring overcoat or
wit; price reasonable—Opera House
3uilding, Room 10, side encrance.

97641 —4—14

this
4—12

A large variety of little gents’ Buster
mits in tweeds and corduroys, $4.50 to
5.98. At Bassen’s, 14-16-18 Charlotte
treet. No branches.

At Amdur’s sale, white shaker below
vholesale price. 4—12

Do all your shopping at Bassen’s, 14~
6-18 Charlotte street. No branches.

LADIES’ CAPES AND SPRING
‘oats just received at Lesser’s, 210 Union
treet. A complete line of capes and
:oats in all shades and colors. See adv.
n page 16.

SOCIALLY ELIGIBLE.

In any environment the clothing, such
s we ore showing, sets the standard for
tyle and tailoring. If you have aot as
ret seen the complete lines of suits,
oats and dresses, be sure to call
‘rager’s, 185-187 Union street.

at

Ladies’ Silk

All the néwest. . - .. . .. From $10.00 $o $35.00

Boys‘ Suits

in all shades and colors,

From $10.00

- Cash or Credit |
The shop where you need only little money to purchase on easy payments at strictly

cash prices. Our easy payment system of $1.00 a Week and a small deposit makes it easy
for )"”%i -Wear as you pay.

to $15.00

Men’s Suits in plain, pleated, splits and belted

models ................ $15.00 to $37.00

Men’s Spring Coats in All Styles Just Received

ALEX. LESSER

Cash and Credit

Store

210 Union Street — ’Phone Main 2909

St. John’s Leading Credit House
Store Open Monday, Friday and Saturday Evenings

. N

A Complete Line of Silk and Serge Skirts

France, in Italy, in Mesopotamia, in
Palestine, and elsewhere. Dut the story

has been no break in ‘the navy’s work.
No darkness has rested it, no weather
and no winter has stopped it. Never has

LOGAL NEWS

Ruth Roland at the Star tonight.

MANUFACTURER TO CONSUMER

Men’s suits—blues, grays, browns and
tweeds. These lines are complete. Also
spring top coats and raincoats. Special
prices for Friday, Saturday and Mon-
day. See them. 200 Union street.—
Hazleen Bran Mgr. 97585—4—16

Ruth Roland at the Star tonight.

Are you looking for serviceable foot-
wear for your boys and girls? Make up
your mind that we can suit you. You
can economize at Bassen’s, 14-16-18
Charlotte street. No branches.

Wanted—Girl to tend cigar stand.
Royal Hotel. 97527—4—14

MEN’S CLOTHING

In all the newest styles, colors and all |

the latest at Lesser’s, 210 Union street.
He sells on the $1 a week. See adv. on
page 16.

Ruth Roland at the Star tonight.

EASTER SUITS.

Every garment up to date in every way
at prices to suit all shoppers.
suits from $14 to $50; ladies’ coats from
$12 to $40, silk dresses from $18 to $40,
serge dresses from $15 to $40. Wilcox’s,
corner Charlotte and Union. 4—14

Wanted—Female soda water dispenser,
Royal Hotel. 97530—4—14

Try the Y. W. C. A. cafeteria. 23 King
street, supper Saturday served 5-7, Sun-
day dinner 1-2. 3-28—T f

AT AMDUR’S, W. E.

and 60c.

able rates.
’phone M. 1653-11.

Heavy white sheeting, value 75 and
8Qc. Sale price 59c. 4—12

LOCAL NEWS

Ruth Roland at the Star tonight.
BOYS’ SUITS.

for Easter , all the newest styles at mod-
erate prices.
years at prices from $6.50 to $15.00.
pays to shopt at Wilcox’s, corner Char-
lotte and Union.

Suit to fit boy from 4 to 14
It

4—11
AT AMDUR’S, WEST END.
Pillow cotton (seconds). Regular 50c.
Sale price 29c. 4—12
Wanted—Furniture to store at reasoa-

Amdur’s sale, W. E,, is now on. 4—12

He—Dve got to call another meeting
of the club because last night we could
do nothing as we had no quorum.

She—Then why don’t you buy one and
keep it in the club where you’d have it
handy ?—Baltimore American.

Ladies’ | 18
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of the doings of the Grand Fleet as it
doubled, trebled, quadrupled itself in
strength; as it silently drew the ccrdon
over against Germany closer is only now

One Point On

the navy come into winter quarters. The
fight has gone on without ceasing.”
And it was a strangely impersonal

Apply 47 Germain street or
97495—4—14

Which They Al
Are Agreed

An American Tribute to theWork
of the British Grand Fleet in
' the War

(Christian Science Monitor.)

When Admiral Sir David Beatty haul-
ed down his flag as commandcr-m-c)zfef
of the British Grand Fleet, on the dis-
persal of that great fighting fqrce, ves-
terday, he signalized the bringing to an
end of one of the most remarkable in-
cidents in the world’s history. Those
who understand best what the strurgle
just ended meant and means realize most
clearly how entirely futile is any at-
tempt to estimate the share of any of “he
‘cllied nations in the war, any attempt
to apportion praise and nonor. There is
onc point, however, upot which all are
agreed, namely, that if it hal not becn
for the remorseless, dogged stand of the
British Grand Fleet, frym that z\_\1g11§t
moreing, nearly five years ago, wien it
suddenly “disuppeurel into t!xc un-
known,” until the day that it lined up
outside Scapa flow o see the .ﬁermnn
flect come in, humanly speaking, the
winning of the war by the .@llies would
have been impossible. And it was done
in silence. Save for a sudden hurricane
of sound off Heligo.and. off Jutland, off
Zeebrugge, which, for a moment, com-
pelled the world’s attention, the work of
the Grand Fleet was, for the must part,
a silent work, and, as Mr. Lloyd George
put it on a famous occasion, “taken for
granted.” Day by day, ull_ through the
great struggle, came the dispatches and
bulletins from the *heatres of wuar in

beginning to be told. Night, and day,
unremittingly, in all weathers, through
four and a half years, tae ships of the
Grand Fleet patrolled the gray waters
of the North Sea, always on the alert,
always with) decks cleared ior action,
and always, and as a matter of course,
running the risk of leing sent to the
bottom by a chance torpado. Tor, to
quote Mr. Lloyd George again, “there

11" CLADDEAS
SORE, TRED FEET

.

No Puffed-up. Burning, Ten-
der, Aching Feet—No Corns
or Callouses.

“Tiz” makes sore, burning, tired feet
fairly dance with delight. Away go the
aches and pains, the corns, callouses,
hlisters, bunions and chilblains,

“Tiz” draws out the acids and poisons
that puff up your feet.. No matter howf
hard you work, how long you dance, how !
far you walk, or how long you remain?
on your feet, “Tiz” brings restful foot!
comfort, “Tiz” is a magical, grand, won-
derful for tired, aching, swollen, smart-
ing feet. Ah! how' comfortable, how
happy you feel. Your feet just tingle
for joy; shoes never hurt or seem tight.

Get a 25-cent box of “Tiz” now from
any druggist or department store. End
foot tortures forever—wear smaller
shoes—keep your feet fresh, sweet and
happy. -Just think a whole year’s foot
comfort for on., 25 cents.

fight. In the old days of naval warfare,
when one Richard Grenville cheerfully
tackled a whole Spanish Armada
Flores, in the Azores, when the Round-
head Blake convinced the Dey of Tunis
of the error of his ways, or Nelson
chased Villeneuve to the West Indies
and back again, there was many a
chance for even the youngest midship-
man to “distinguish himself.” But in
the great silent work of the Grand Fleet,
during the years of the Great War, only
very few officers and very few men
were ever heard of by the world out-
side. “Hero” is a word that is lightly
used today, so lightly as to be almost
meaningless, but if “a very gallant gen-
tleman” be a sound definition of the
word, and it seems to be the soundest
that can be offered, then there were
many such in the British Grand Fleet.

It is, perhaps, because all this is so
surely recognized that the British pressg,
in commenting on the dispersal of the
Grand Fleet, singles out two men for
special tribute as typifying all the others.
Admiral Viscount Jellicoe as the organ-
izer and leader, the man who, in those
terrible first months, when Great Bri-
tain was struggling against fearful odds,
stood in the breach, and held it, and Ad-
miral Sir David Beatty, the courageous
leader and the “great fighter,” who fin-
ished the work that Lord Jellicoe began.
Behind these two men stand 430,000
others, whose aim and achievement was
a simple faithfulness to that great tra-

‘dition of the British navy that every

man should “do his duty.”
WHERE FOOD IS CH:EAP} .

James Simpson Addressed Earlscourt
Men’s Brotherhood on New Zealand.

Toronto, April 11—The Men’s Broth-
erhood of the Central Methodist Church,
Earlscourt, heard James Simpson in an
address on labor conditions in New Zea-
land, from which country he has recent-
ly returned. The speaker characterized

off |

New Zealand as worthy of study, be-
cause of its social and economic progress.
and mentioned that Canada called for «
more aggressive race of people than New
Zealand, the physical and geographica’
conditions being vastly different.

He said the government owned all the:
utilities, mines and telephones and when
the breadwinner dies the widow is net
left in want or to go out scrubbing for
her daily bread, as prevailed in this
country, but the government steps in
and protects her. Some prices in New
Zealand quoted by the speaker as a con-
trast to those in Canada caused a sensa-
tion, such as cheese sixteen cents a
pound, honey ten cents, sugar six cents,
coal $§5 a ton.

Much laughter was caused when M
Simpson mentioned the fact that salr.
was shipped from Vancouver to N.
Zealand and sold at six cents. In Canacu
one had to pay twenty-five cents a
pound.

HELP YOUR
DIGESTION

When acid-distressed,
relieve the indigestion
with

Ki-M0oIDS

Dissolve easily on
tongue—as pleasant
to take as candy.

Keep your stomach
sweet, try Ki-moids.

MADE BY SCOTT & BOWNE
MAKERS OF SCOTT'S EMULSION 4

us.

777110 Wani
Ad Way




