
DISCOVERIES AND EXPLORATIONS ^
required the dij|covery of the compass and the wider knowledge of
navigation which grew so naturally out of that event. It was made.mmment by the Portuguese di«:overy of the Cape of Good Hope

r„J^K
•"^^"•^'^^We by the growth of British maritime ambition!;

and the ««i^og sp.r.t of the sturdy islanders. It became a factwhen Columbus, after imbibing the love of the sea from his birth-
place of Genoa. «i.led the Mediterranean and the nearer waters of the
Atlantic for twenty years and then made up his mind to discover a

elusion, he haunted the courts of Europe, and finally impressed his
belief in the«. new lands, and his faith in a new route to the Eastupon the generous Isabella of Castile. The discovery of San Salva-
dor and other islands of the West India group which followed, inhe memorable year 149,. opened the way not only to a new world
.n territorial magnitude but to the greatest empires of history and tonewer civilizations and larger liberties.

cabot's place in history
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!«. only now. after lying i„ .h. silence of (orycen dust iuring four

Wheher ,n .4,7, he touched the shores of Canada amid the cold andce of Labrador, or >„ the wilder country of Nova Scotia, there seems
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.""'"' "»' "= ^' --" '• --Were Lwe^nZetwo regions. A monument at Bristol, from which he sailed and amemonal a. Halifax which he made possible as a British „ onand c,Q,, agree m marking the great imporunce of his work. CoL-
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