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to the conduct of a statesman, than whom our country has pvo-
duccf! not one more firm, more wise, or more upright, was, by his

canduL ability and Ueckiiou, tirought to a happy conclusion, in fi wer
mi'Ti'/m inau some more modern negotiations have occupied t/cara^

without being brought to any conclusion ; unless tlieir ultery(«7i<rff

may be called a conclu'ton.

in 1795, the United States were agitated to their centre, by the
opposition to the Hritish treaty. Artful and aspiring demagogues
seized upon the known prejudices of the people in regard to the
two great contending nations ; and exerting all their faculties to

keep up the popular delusion, hoped that, by the loud and extend-
ed clamot", the president would be deterred from ratifying the

treaty w uc'i \lv. ay had so happily concluded. Here again were
displayed the firnuiess and patriotism of .\ ashington. Always
deterniincd to pursue the true interests of the people, although at

the hazard of his popularity, he ratified the treaty. Here, it was
presumed, all opposition would cease. But it again appeared, and
with a more formidable aspect, in the national legislature. But I

will not dwell upon it. 'Ihe treaty Avas finally carried into execu-
tion. It had, however, one more enemy to encounter.

Revolutionary f ranee, wishing to involve us in a war with Great
Britain, which this treaty (merely of amity and commerce) had
prevented, /irctended that it was equivalent to a treaty of al/ia7ice

with Great Britain. And seizing on this pretence, fit once to vent

her resentment, and gratify the rapacity of her rulers with the

plunder of our citizens, she let loose her cruizers upon our com-
merce.
We urged the obligations of treaties, violated by these captures.

She answered, t/iat. she found unly a real disadvaritage in those obli-

gations I and continued her depredations. Repeated missions of
respectable ministers to Paris endeavored to propitiate her rulers,

and prevail on them to put a stop to such enormities. But they were
deaf to the voice of justice. Then it was that our government au-
thorized an armed commerce, and equipped a small but gallant

navy for its further protection ; and made other defensive prepara-

tions, such as have been stated by the gentleman frwm Connecticut.

If, sir, our country is now placed in a situation n\ore ^* difficult,

critical and dangerous," than at any of the periods to which 1 have
adverted (though I am very far from adopting that opinion,' where
shall we look for the cause ? If in 1794, when England had power-
ful associates in her war with France, and the latter had been com-
paratively, but little extended beyond her natural limits ; the Unit-
ed States, with perhaps two-thirds of her present population, and
less than half her present revenue, were able to induce England to

accede to their just demands, and to close all differences by an ad-
vantageous treaty ; how has it happened that the present adminis-
tration, with all the accession of power from an increased popula-
tion^ and a more than doubled revenue - when-, too^ "'{"'antic France
wielded the force and the resources of continental Europe ; and
England, single-handed, was lett to meet a world in arms ; how


