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CHAPTER II.

Louise's zeal for the conversion of her tribe:,

and her struggles with the medicine-men.

Soon after this she resolved to devote herselt

entirely to the service of the missionaries who had

come to labor in the territory of the Coeiir-d'Alenes.

With this view she generously renounced her native

spot, the guidance of ber father, the society of her

relatives and acquaintances, to be with the mission-

aries at the first, and then at the second mission

station established in those countries. " I will follow

the Black Gowns," she often said, "to the end of

the world, for fear that death should surprise and

strike me far from them, and thus deprive me of the

help of the holy sacraments, and the salutary coun-

sels of the Fathers. I wish to profit by their protv

ence and their instructions to learn to know the

Great Spirit well, to serve him faithfully, and to

love him with all my heart."

This desire, or rather this ardent thirst to hear

the word of Eternal Life, never for a moment dimin-

ished in Louise. Sooner than be wanting to the

fidelity of her promises and her pious resolutions,

she subjected herself, with unlimited confidence in

God and with a holy ardor, to the severest trials
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