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c«ne, M we have «id, the .tory of the beauty mu

miBforlunc. of thi. Burgundian maiden a «>ion like

hiin«elf of the royal line of Germany, but an heir to

«,rrow ard expo«Ki to peril. Clovi. wa. joong. «»

loarried, and ardent of heart. He craved the love

of thi. ftmed maiden, if .he .hould be a. beauUft,!

»B report «id, but wi«.ly wi.hed to wtuify uimwlf

in thi. regard before making a formal demand for

her hand He could not himwlf Me her. Royal

etiquette forbade that. Nor did he care to ro^

Gondebaud'. .uspioion. by .ending an envoy. Ue

therefore adopted more secret measure., »»d '^'» *

Eoman, named Aurelian, bidding h.m to seek Geneva

in the gui« of a beggar, and to u«. a 1 h,. ynt to

«in sight of and .peech with the fau- Clotdde.

Clothed in rag., and bearing U. waUet on h.. back,

like a wandering mendicant, Aurelian "«* o"*."" »>"

miBeion, travelling on foot to Geneva. Clovis had

entru9t;d him with hi. ring, a. proof oj ^i. "lUM-ion

n caw he should deem the maiden worthy to be the

bride of his kin^ Geneva was duly reached, and

the seeming pilgrim, learning where the pnnoew

dwelt, and her habits of Christian chanty toward,

strangers, «.ught her dwelling and bogged for aim.

and shelter. Clotilde received him with all k.ndneM,

bade him welcome, and, in pursuance of the custom

of the times, washed his feet.
. . ^

AureUan, who had quickly made up his mind a. to

the beauty, grace, and wit '>f ,*? '^/''If^'t»rds
her fitness to become a king's bnde, bent towards

her as she was thus humbly employed, and m a low

voice said,

—


