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else could so many tongues be heard as in a stroll

down Broadway to the Battery. No European
commonwealths embraced in their citizenry one-
half the ethnic diversity of the Carolinas or of
Pennsylvania. And within the wide range of his
American domains, the English King could point
to one spot or another and say: "Here the Span-
iards have built a chaste and beautiful mission;
here the French have founded a noble city; here
my stubborn Roundheads have planted a whole
nest of commonwealths; here my Dutch neigh-
bors thought they stole a march on me, but I fore-
stalled them; this valley is filled with Germans, and
that plateau is covered with Scotch-Irish, while the
Swedes have taken possession of all this region."
And with a proud gesture he could add, "But every-
where they read their laws in the King's English
and acknowledge my sovereignty.

"

Against the shifting background of history these
many races of diver.se origin played their individual
parts, each contributing its essential characteris-
tics to the growing complex of a new order of
society in America. So on this stage, broad as
the western world, we see these men of different
strains subduing a wilderness and welding its di-
verse parts into a great nation, stretching out the


