
INTRODUCTION.
they intrude their fiippofititious produftions <sn the

Pubhc, they make no confcience of boafting at the

fame time, with how much .(kill and care they arc

performed. And let not thofe who are unacquaint-

ed with naval affairs imagine, that impofitions of

this kind are of an innocent nature ; for as exad;

views of land are the fureft guide to a fti3man, on

a coail where he has never been before, ail fiftions

in fo interefting a matter muft be attended with

numerous dangers, and fometimes with the dc-

ftruftion of thofe who arc thus unhappily de-

ceived.

Befides thefe draughts of fuch places as Mr. An-

fon or the fliips under his command have touched

at in the courfc of this expedition, and the defcrip-

tions and diredlions relating thereto, there is in-

ferted, in the cnfuing v/ork, an ample defcription,

with a chart annexed to it, of a particular naviga-

tion, of which hitherto little more than the name

has' been known, except to thofe immediiitely cm-

ployed in it : I mean the track defcribed by the

Manila ihip, in her pa^Tdge to Acatukn^ through

the northern partof the P<^rz/?(: Ocean. I'his mate-

rial part is collected iVom the draughts and iournals

met with on board the Manila galeon, founded on

the experience of more tlian a hundred and fifty

years pradice, and corroborated in its principal

circumilances by the concurrent evidence of all the

l<pamfD prifoners taken in ttirtt velfel. Am\ as many
ot their journals, wh.icli i have examined, appear

to have been not ill kept -, 1 prelumc, the chart of

that northern Ocean, ani.1 the |-arciculars of their

route through it, may be very r.ifcly relied on by

future Navigators. The advantages, which may
be drawn from an exad knrv.vlcdge of thib naviga-

tion.


