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"I think thai the prop.irtion% of the nreiient production of

I>ine will not be fully maintained. There must bj ^onie

diminution. If fire is kept out and the pine territory is pre-

served, I do not think that anyone can venture an opinion
;

but it will last for a very i;reat numbe.- of years. Possibly

fifty years, providing tire is kept out. I.umi)ermjn

are human just as other people are, and the lumbermen will

very readily and t;ladlv join in promoting the future of that

asset for the province of Ouebec, if it is understood that it

is to be preserved ; but you cm understand very well that,

if it is not to b_' preserved, liinibermen must get somethint;

out for their past years of labour and saving, and they will

realise on what is m )st realisable. We are in our own case,

a< I e.xplainel, acting in the very opposite way. We are

rtalising far less than we c^uld realise. We could reilise in

four or live years as much as we will realise in fifteen years

the way we are cutting, but we are doing that with regard

to the future. Now, we act on that principle in the confi-

<lence that we are to bj pro ected. S j tint you will observe

'hat, not only as regards the question of tire, but also a<

regards the operations of the lumbernuii themselves, t:

futureof the lumber trade can be very greatly prolonged by

careful cutting and c.iroful nnnipulation on the part of the

lumbermen on their own limits, and there is no doubt that

tan be done. I do not think there is any one single iu'nbsr-

man on the Ottawa River who to-day is p.)i>e>>eJ of any

wealth at all, but that wealth is inve-.ted in the limits and
mills he poisjsses. The investment in mills and similar

properly is very large. The pine rimber being exhausted,
his mill property, in almost every instance the total asset, is

valueless, and if reasjnable hope is hei<l out to him at all

that the (t)vernment is to cooperate with the lumberman
in the preservation of the forest for the future there is every
reason why the lumberman will do so.

".My candid opinion is that the I'rovince ofQuebec iiasthi
hen asset in North .Vnurica. I will give you mv reasons.

There is more money made to-day in cutting limber in the
Provinces of Ontario— far more— because the ti iiber is more
immediately available. There is more large timber and of

better cpiality, but they have not got the youngand growing
timber that there is in the I'rovince of Ouebec. Now, some
regird the question this way : that when the pine timber is

exhausted, the lumbjr trade will cease. I do not so regar I

it at all. J regard it that all the timber on the limits wiii

yet come in arid b; ai'ailable as a commercial asset to the
I'rovince : and, while I frankly bjlieve that the greatest
poisibl ! loss has taken place to the I'rovince of Ouebec in

consequence of the burning of the pine forests, I yet believe

that if the people of the I'rovince to-day rouse themselves,
waken up to what is their truest and best intere-ts, and
preserve the forests of tlij Province, they will have a source
of revenue for all time."

The Wood=puIp Industry.

yf«rf[ 11 1'j rapid development of the manufacture of

wlv^ woodfuilp all over the world, ami the

ackiiciwledued superiority of Canadian
spru e for that purpose, causes apprehension

,,^^——. in the minds of many as to the ellect ii

ji|.Q^K(-?j will exercise on the future of the spruce

trade and the forests of the Dominion. It

has already raised the price of spruce

-*.=t»r limits m the market, and it will doubtless

have the elTcct of increasing the price of

*pruce lumber. The subject of cutting spruce was dealt with

by a Select Committee of the L-gi^lative .Assembly ofOuubec
last year, and the Hon. Sir Henri Joly d : I.otbinicre gave it

as his opinion that strict rules shouKl be enforced to

prevent the cutting of small trees for this purpose,

and he iioiiited out that the (Jovernment only rceived
two-filihs of the revenue from pulp logs they would
from spruce saw logs ; so that there is great encourage-

ment to make pulpwood to those who will not consider the

future, and who simply want to make a profit for the present.

Then lliere is another thing, in making |)ulpwood of course

neither mill nor stalT is required nor oiganisaticn, and all

that sort of thing, which are required when logs are sawn
into boards.

Hy the courtesy of Mr. (i. Johnson, the Government
statistician at Ottawa, we are enabled to print the following

up-to-date information concerning the Wood Pulp Industry.

Paper made in Canada from woodpul)) is almost entirely

supplying the great demand of the newspapers of the
Dominion. Woodpulp paper is also largely used within the
<;ountry for many other purposes, and some is being exported.

The exports of woodpulp w^re not recorded in the
Dominion Trade and Navigation Returns till 1890, since

•when they are given as follows:

—

Dnis. DcU.
1890 So.00; iSi)3 381)092
i8)i iSS.iyS 1S')4 5-17'2'7

1892 2iy,45.S 1895 590.S74

In i8i;4.and 1895 the destination of these exports was as

/oUows ;
—

iS9t 1S95
Dills iJols.

(iroat Itri'.ain ... 178,255 251,848
Francs ... ... ... — 2,640
t'lt-rniany ...

Mfl^iiiin

United Stales

452
»54

368, 25f. J35.3«5

Total 5(7 217 59o,S74

Canailian woodpulp has bjcn very favourably received in

Oreat Britain. In his report for i8<)4, Mr. Dylce, the Cana-
dian Government Commercial Agent at Liverpool, says :

—
" In the early part of the year I had some correspondence

with one of the largest pap^jr mills in tliii district, and they
informed me that they u~c.l about 10,000 tons of dry pulp
annuallv, and that of this about 1,200 tons was Canadian

;

they added that Canadian pulp is belter than that from
Scandinavia, more evenly made, and the texture seems
better adapted fir paper making. . . . It is a generally

expressed opinion now, among paper makers in the north
here, that Canadian pulp is ilistinclly superior to that of

Norway, and still more so compared with Swedish pulp.

.Much of this superiority, we believe, is to be attributed to

the nature of the wood itself. The fibre seems to 'mill'

better, and is certainly of a tougher and finer texture. We
think (Canadian pulp will ultimately command from i'25 dols.

to 2'5o dols. more iier ton than Scandinavian on the ground
of (|ualily. At all events we are sure that Canadian pulp
will always now command a snb-lantial preference in the
niL-.rket, and we trust, with the help of this preference, they
will be able to maintain and improve their position. There
is a good opining lor sulphite pulp, but the price will need
to be rather less than Si'so dol-. We believe it can be
produced in (Canada for a good deal less than that. The
industry is in a state of transition on account <f the rapid

improvements which keep being made in the nece.-sary

plant and methods of production, but that is really advan-
tageous to Canadian enterprise, because it would enter the
field with the benelil of all the co?tly experiments which
have been ntadein this country anil on iheContinent. This,

together with the superior nature of its wood, should
enable Canada to take a leading place in this indiislr)-."

The High Contmissioner, Sir Charles Tupper, Ran., in his

report for 18114, sav' :
—" My inquiries in connection with

Canadian woodpulp were made in the chief centres of the
paper trade, vi/., in London, Lancashire, and Scotland, and
1 am gratified to be able to report that there was praciic",!

unanimity as to the superiority of the Canadian article

over Scandinavian. ... In connection with this ques
tion—quality— I am informed that in N'arch last the highest

price, viz., £'6 8s. (3117 dols.) paid for mechanical pulp
this year, was obtained for the Canadian article

With regard to chemical pulp, I am advised that of the

various processes now known for the manufacture
of chemical pulp, that for the production of sulphite

pulp is probably the best adapted to the circum-
stances existing in Canada. Pyrites and lime are

well disseminated throughout the country, and are easily

and economically procurable at the centres of manufacture.
Sulphite pulp ofTi-rs a good margin for handling and is high
in favour with paper mills. In Scandinavia the future of

sulphite is well recognised, and old mills are being con-
verted and new mills put up for this prrjcess. With the
advantages of better raw material and a lower cost of produc-


