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made the bufinefs of the Crown and its

Minifters ;—but, fir, for a Parliamentary

fettlemsnt, every reafon feems to me to mi-

litate. The voice of Parliament, fpeaking

•by an Ad of Parliament, is the voice of

the nation j that voice is fbeady, folid, per-

manent, net Unfting and fliuffling, like the

voice of Minifters, The voice of Parlia-

ment will be trufted by the Americans;

the words of Minifters, it is plain, can-

not; it is, befides, more for our dignity,

that Parliament fliould declare, and fix the

general grounds upon which {he means to

accept of the friendfliip of the Colonies, or

grant them hers ; than that we fhould wait

to hear them from thence. But above all

the reft, is the great expediency, almoll

neceflity, of ^ fuddm conchifion : our fitua-

tion vrill not bear procraftination, the de-

lay of a Tingle year, nay a fmgle month,

may be fatal to us, not from the miferable

wafte and decay of our ftrcngth alone, but,

as in the prefcnt critical difpofition oi

things new events may happen, or new

ctiemics arife to make that fituatlon ilill

i::Grn dcjpnac. This plan, lir, is in;mcd
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