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straightes doc. And thit straight is founde to be 1200 ieages from any parte of Africa so that

tniely it is manifest that these two landes are by no small distance scperated.

And after that Syr Frauncis was entred into the South Seas he coasted all the Westerne
shores of America vntill he came into the Septentrionall latitude of forty eight degrees being

on the backe syde of Nev ** und land. And from thence shaping his course towardes Asia

found by his trauells that the Ills of Molucca are distant from America more then two hun*

dreth Ieages, howe then can Asia & Africa be conioyned & make one continent to hinder

the passage, the men yet liuing that can reproue the same, but this conceipt is the bastard of

ignorance borne through the fornication of the malitious multitude that onely desire to hinder

when themselues can doe no good.

Now their onely resteth the North parts of America, vpon which coast my selfe haue had
most experience of any in our age : for thrise I was that waye imployed for the discouery of

this notable passage, by the hcnour&ble care and some charge of Syr Francis Walsingham
knight, principal! secretary to her Maiestie, with whom diuers noble men and worshipfull

marchants of London ioyned in purse ami willingnesse for the furtherance of that attempt^

but when his honour dyed the voyage was friendlesse, and mens mindes alienated from ad-

uenturing therein.

In my first voyage not experienced of \h: nature of those climates, and hauing no The i. voyage

direction either by Chart, Globe, or other certaitn. relation in what altitude that passage was
to be searched, I shaped a Northerly course atd ;>o sought the same toward the South, and in

that my Northerly course I fell vpon the shore which in ancient time waj) called Groenland,

fiue hundred leagues distant from the Durseys Westnorthwest Northerly, the land being
very high and full of mightie moiintaines all couercd with snow, no viewe of wood, grasse

or earth to be seene, and the shore two leagues off into the sea so full of yce as that no
shipping could by any meanes come neere the same. The lothsomc view of the shore, and
irksome noyse of the yce was such, as that it bred strange conceites among vs, fo that we
supposed the place to be wast and voyd of any sensible or vegitable creatures, whereupon
I called the same Desolation : so coasting this shore towards the South in the latitude of sixtie

degrees, I found it to trend towards the West, I still followed the leading therof in the same
height, and after fifty or sixtie leagues it fayled and lay directly North, which I still followed,

and in thirtie leagues sayling vpon the West side of this coast by me named Desolation, we
were past al the yce and found many greene Sc pleasant Isles bordering vpon the shore,

but the mountaines of the maine were still couered with great quantities of snow, I brought
my ship among those Isles and there mored to refresh ourselues in our weary trauell, in the

latitude of sixtie foure degrees or there about. The people of the countrey hauing espyed
our shippes came downe vnto vs in their Canoas, & holding vp their right hand to the Sunne
and crying Yliaout, would strike their breasts : we doing the like the people came aboard

our shippes, men of good stature, vnbearded, small eyed and of tractable conditions, by
whome as signes would permit, we vnderstood that towards the North and West there was a

great sea, and vsing the people with kindene^ in giuing them nayles and kniues which of all

things they most desired, we departed, and finding the sea free from yce supposing our
selues to be past al daunger we shaped our course Westnorthwest thinking thereby to passe

for China, but in the latitude of sixtie sixe degrees we fell with another shore, and there

found another passage of twenty leagues broad directly West into the same, which we sup-
posed to be our hoped straight, we entered into the same thirty or fortie leagues, finding it

neither to wyden nor streighten, then considering that the yeere was spent (for this was in

the fine of August) not knowing the length of the straight and da'ngers thereof, we tooke it

our best course to returne with notice of our good successe for this small time of search.

And so returning in a sharpe fret of Westerly windes the 29. of September we arriued at

Dartmouth. And acquainting master Secretary with the rest of the honourable and
worshipfull aduenturers of all our proceedings, I was appointed againe the second yere

to search the bottome of this straight, because by all likelihood it was the place and passage

by vs labourvd for. In this second attempt the marchants of Exeter, and other places of the The %. voyage.
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