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The stiitc lias hocoiiic' tlio .^olc caiiitalist ami the universal

employer. How did all the eapitid pass from the hands of indi-

viduals or private eompanies into those of the state? Was it

ny a voluntary and universal surrender? Wen' all llic eapital-

ists and all the stoekholders suddenly convineed of the bles.ings

of self-si)oIiation? Or did the government by a sweeping net of

eonfiseation seize all the capital? In that case, was there not a
desperate struggle? Was not the entrance into l^ira<lise ellerfed

through a civil war? The seer was in his magnetic trance when
the trai' ler took place, and he has not the curiosity to ask JJr.

Leete how it was elTected. For us, therefore, the problem re-

mains unsolved.

The inducement to the chanc'^ we are told, was a sense of

the economic advantages prodiu-e I by the aggregation of in-

dustries under co-operative syndicntes and trusts, which suggested
that by a complete uiiilication )f all industri .; under the state

unmeasured benLlits might bu t)btained. But these corporations,

syndicates, and trusts, on however Ltw a scale they inay be, are

still managed each of theiii by u set of jjcrsons (h)votcd to that

particular business, and the}' depend for their success on per-

sonal aptitude and ex})ci'ienc(^ Between such aggregations and
a nnilication of all the induslrico in the lands of a government
there is a gulf, and we do not see how the gulf is to be j^asscd.

The tendency of industry appears, it is true, to be toward largo

establishments, the advantages of wdnch over a multitude of petty

and starveling stores, both as regards those engaged in the trade

and the consumer, are obvious. But the large establishments
are still sjiecial, and the advantages of combining Ih. Stewart's
drygoods establishment with ]\fr. Carnegie's iron works are not
obvious at all.

To the objection that the work of managing all the industries

of a country and its foreign commerce (for foreign connnei'ce

there is still to be) would be difficult for anj^ government, the
simple and satisfactory answer is that in Utopia there could be
no dilficulty at all. The government of a purely industrial com-
monwealth is of course itself industrial. It consists of veterans
of labor chosen on account of their merit as workers, the identity

of which with administrative capacity and power of command, as


