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\Vh;it i.-- . iri^r dono in this connection thron;rhout tl»o I'nited

Stiitcs may I judiiCil by an inspection of tlicir play^'roiiinls. In

many of tho oliicr cities, these plavfrrounds Jiave been estnhlisheil

at consiiieral)le cost on account of tiie vahie of the lami, aini wise

in tlie eNtuMHc will lie the council which, for a ^Towin-: city, will

appropiiate or buy tracts of laml for this purpo.^^e. lor instance,

here in Wiiiiiipe};, w iiich we .all feel sure will one day rank as

one of the world's hie cities, there is still tlie time to accpiire suit-

able parcels of land to be \ised as pulilic playtrrounds. Of course

these playjirounds wlinjiv lose tlieir ellicacy urdess placed under

jiroper .siipervision. Hoys .uid girls usin<r ^u(h pl:iyj:rounds

should be ciuupelled, under the ban of expidsioii, to refri.iii fioni

indulfiirifi in li;:htinf.', or improper lan>:u,i<:e. or bad conduct of

any kind, and indeed should be expected to lieh.ave as they would

in anv well-refrulateil home. Truants and children of known bail

habits should be e\clude<l from participatin<r in the,-e i)rivilege.-.

What a liooii playjrrounds such as these would be to the parents

of our bovs and girls. What a relief to parents to know, especially

during the summer holidays, wiien the schools .•!ie closed, that

thev can send their boy and girl to such a place for an :
ftcriiooii,

with the iissurance that ttiey will come to no harm.

Nature of Sports

Such |>lM\grounds might rciiitiiin .-vsiiigs for the littjo mics, .a

wading poo! in which they could paddle iluritig the hot .~ummer

<lays, and a sand pit Simple gymnastic ;ippliances such :;s par-

allel and horizoniid b.ars for tl>e boys, as well i.s a baseliall ground

and a footl);dl field, also a swimming pool. For tiie winter month-^.

a toboggan slide and a .-ticlcli of smooth ice for skating oi Imckcy

for the larger children, and a warm playroom for the babies.

We liccil nut iiiiitatc what i- liciiij; dnf.c 'n oti'vr cities. i>ut

shoul.l select games and ainu.-ements such as are adapted tn our

climate. Many of the large ]neces of ground siirroumling our

schools might be htted ii|' for this purpose. During the winter

months, jiortions of the li .er iiiiglit be iitili/.ed by keejiing a stretch

of ice dear and usiiiLr the banks for toboggan slides. The exhibition

ground might be used with advantage for this purpose. in-^teaii of

lying idle the greater part of the year.

If this matter can be utidertaken liy the school board, so

much the l)rtter. .\nd if tlir teachers in our city school can take

an interest in tlic <rhc!i:i' it xmimM be .a good thing for t!ie tcacliers.

too, for they can learn more aliout bovs duritig an afternoiui's

jilay than they can in si\ months in the school room. The boy in

the school room is cii\(M(>d " ith an artificial \crieer of good manners.


