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THE WHEAT OUTLOOK.

Tho Argentine cropis the principal feature
in tho wheat outlook a% tho present time.
If any scrious damaga should overtake tha
Argontine crop, which will bo harvested next
month, wo sec nothing to provent prices
going considerably higher on this crop than
they bave yet been. On tho other hand, if
tho Argentine crop comes through all right,
gs proviously stated in The Commercial, wo
do not bLelieve it will seriously depress prices.
Howover, with a good crop sasfely harvested
in Argentine we do not count with great
cortainty upon the very high prices which
some appear so confidently to oxpect., It
must bo rembered that this erop of wheat
has sold at much higher prices than pruvious
recont crops, and wo have every reason to be
satisfied with prices as they are, or havo been
on this crop. Thoavailablesupplies of wheat
m the world this year certainly warrant
higher prices than hava ruled in recent yoars,
but these higher pricos have alrcady been
attatned, So far as is apparout now, thero is
enough wheat to supply the werld's demands.
If prices ara to go much higher on a non-
speculative basis, it will bo owing o re-
ductions of crops to bo harvested in the
futara,

THE INTERIORSHIP,

Mr. Sifton, Attorney general of Manitoba,
was sworn at Ottawa on Tuesday as & mem-
ber of the Laurier government, taking the
portfolio of the intertor, which departinent
has beon held vacant sineo tho fermatiou of
the new Liberal government. This depart-
ment had been held by a ropresentative of
Manitoba in the late Conservative g.vera-
mexnt, and when the Liborals were returned to
power it was expected that Hon, Jos, Martin
would get the interiorship, Throughout the
Wost Mr. Martin was generally regarded as
tho most likely man for the position, und his
selection would certainly have given great
satisfaction here in the West, However,
matters havo not materialized in this way,
aud though a strong effort was made here in
favor of Mr, Martin, ho wae not offered the
position by Mr. Laurier, {or what reason wo
are not at the moment aware.

Mr, Sifton has for some time beon regarded
a3 the man chosen for the interiorship, aud
hisfinal appuintment is tgken as an indica-
tion of the sattlement of the Manitoba
school quostion, though no completo official
announcoment has asyet been made concern-
ing this matter, It was understood that
while tho question remained unssttled no
appointment of a Manitoban to a position in
the federal cabinot would be made. Now
that Mr, Sifton has beon installed, it is to be
hoped ho will get down to business at once
and speedily dovelop a vigcrous and pro-
gressive policy in the iut.ereglth of Western
vanada. Matters concerning tho interests of
tho West come largely under the control of
tho dopartmont of tho interiér, and Mr.

Sifton is cortainly possessed of that special
knowledgo of Western interests which should
onablo him to handle such matters to tho
best advantaga.

Mr. Sifton is yot a comparatively young
man, and a3 attorney genoral of Manitoba he
was regarded as ono of tho strong mon of tho
Greonway government and one of the ablest
meon in provincial politics. e has tho
ability to creditably ropresont tho West at
Ottawa, and wo bhelieve he also has tho
ability to tuke an equally promiunent position
in the largor field of Dominion politics as he
has done in the past in local affairs. Mr.
Sifton will seck election 1in tho Brandon
division, randered vacant by the resiguation
of Dalton McCarthy, and without donbt ue
will bo olected by a large majority, if not by
acclamation. J. D. Cameron, provincial
socrotary, succeeds Mr. Sifton as attorney
general in the ‘proviacial government, but
& successor to Mr.Cameron has not yet beenn
announced.

WINNIPEG'S WATER SUPPLY.

A roport on the Assiniboine river and
artesian wolls, as & eource of suppl- of water
{for tho city of Winnipeg, has bron prepared
by H, N. Rutian, city engincer. and the re-
port has been published in pamphlet form.
Analyses of the waters by several experts are
given; and o special roport on the condition
of the Assiniboine river by Dr. Patterson and
H. N. Ruttan, C. E., is also given in the
éamph]ob. The report upon the artesiun
wells would indicate that there is an abund-
ant supply of water which could bs made
available through sinking wells. The ongi-
neer estimates the cost of a collecting systom
to supply the city from wells at $25,000. This
would supply a yield of 8,000,000 gallons per
day. ‘The supply is considered amply
sufficient and psrmanent. Some of the
artesian wells about the city supply 20,000 to
80,000 gallous per day by natural flw, with-
out pumping. The quality of the well water
is not considored objectionable from a sani-
tary standpoiut. Both waters are very hard,
particulerly the well water. Tho greatest
objection to the river water is the great
amount of carthy sediment contsiwned in the
water during the spring and summer. To
remove this would requre a very extensive
and ecsgpensive sottling and filtering plant.
'Tho excessive bardness of the water could bo
overcrme by o softening plant, to cost about
850,000, Tho Assiniboine water contains
vegetable contamination which venders it
unsuitavlo for drinking purposes in its natual
state. Tho excessive harduess of the artesian
woll water is not considered injurious to the
systom, and it is also the opinion of one ex-
port that the large amount of mineral matter
in the water would only be productive of
tomporary inconvenience to perscns un-
accustomed to its use. Sualphate of
magnesia (opsom salts) is one of the principa)
minoral ingredients. Still the excessivo
barduess and large amount of mineral matter
in the woll water are considered objection-
able. In the caso of the Assiniboice the
vegetable contamination and muddy nature
of the water are the most objectionablo
features. The proference is decidedly f{or the
artcsiap well water,. taken all around, Tho

estimatoed cost of a now artesien well system
of wator-works throughout, for a population
of 40,000, including supply for fire purposes
and softoning works, is placed at $650,000.
Eogincer Ruttan thinks it would be dosir-
ablo to distribute the work of constructing
the proposed new systam of water-works over
threo scasons, so tha! if a commoncoment
were mado now the system would only be
ready for operation by the time tho franchise
of the Winnipeg Water-Works Company ox-
pires. It would no doubt be in the interest
of the labor population of the city to have
the work spread over two or threo years, and
1t could alse be dono with greater
cconomy than if it were rushed through in a
singlo scasop. It is ovident from this that it
is not too soon for the city to move in the
matter, so as to have a now syatem ready for
nperation by the time tho present monopoly
expires At any rate, it would certainly
seem advisable 1hat wator mains should be
put down at onco on all streets whiok it is
proposed to pave, and in order todo this,
some Leneral system thould be outlined and
adupted, su that the streets upon which water
maing gro first laid would fiv in with the
system as a whole. The information ir the
hends of the city engineering dopartment, we
find, 13 much more extensive than we had
supposed. In fact the knowledge possessed as
to the artesian well supply is quite complete.

IMPORTING WHEAT INTO INDIA.

A good deal of misunderstandiog ovidently
exists in regard to the position of Iudia in
the matter of wheat importation. It is truea
fow boat loads of wheat havo been purchased
in California jor India, but this is not owing
to any actual scarcity of wheat in India at
the moment. The fear of & great scarcity of
wheat in that country is prospective rather
than actual. Owing to drouth the crop out-
look in India is very unsatisfactory, and
should a great improvement not take place,
the crop to be baivested early next year will
undoubtedly bo far sbort of home require-
ments. Theve i3 still considerable wheat hold
in India from the crop harvested last spring,
besides surplus supphies from previous years.
In India some people have a custom of bury-
ing wheat in pits in the grouad, and it is not
known how much may bo held in this way.
It is estimated that about 75,000,000 bushels
of wheat from lust crop are still held in India.
The importation of wheat from California
was due to the speculative advance in wheat
prices in India, on account of the threatened
destruction of the growing crop. It isalso
thought that the California wheat may have
beon brought in to demonstrate to holders in
India that they must not advanco prices too
far on account of the prospective anortage.

Two crops ara grown ecach year in Indis,
one of which would be wheat. Tho wheat is
the winter caop. The present distress is
caused by the failure of the rice and other
suminer crops in some districts, while the con-
tinued drouth bas rendered the prospect for
the present wintor crop very poor, If the
winter crop does not improve there will
certainly be much graater distress than has
so far been felt.

It is o pity that & portion of the big corn crop
of tho central western states were not on the




