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THO 'WHEAT OUTLODK,
Tite Argentine crop is the principal fMature

in tho whicat outlook at tho prestiat time.
If aul serious damaige stould overtako thse
Argentine orop, wbich will be barvestod next
inouth, w e ce nothing te prevent prices
going considcrably higiser on thiq crop than
they bave yet bieu. On tise other band, if
the Argentine crop cones through ail right,
as previously stated in Thoe Commercial, we
do flot ieliove it will seriously depreass pricc.
îîowever, with a good cr.p safely harvoi ted
in Argentine vis do flot count wzth great,
certainty upon the very higis prices which
Borne appear su, confi'iêntly te expeet. Lt
maust be rénxbcrcd that this crip of whoat
bas sold at muoh higir prices than prts-ious
recent crops, and woa have every ramait te, ba
satisfle with prices as they are, or have beau
on titis crop. Thoeavailablasupplies of whcat
tu the world tia ycar cortainly warrant
higher prices thau hav3 raled in r,ýc«nt yoars,
but thes higher price have alraady beau
attained. Su far as is apparent now, thera ia
onougis wheat to supp:y tise wGrld's3 demands.
If prices ara to go mucis hig-her on a non-
speculative basis, ir, will hco wing te re-
ilutions of crops te, bu harveated in tht%
futura. ___________

THE INTEBRIORIllIPI
Mr. Sifton, Attzrney neneral of Manitoba,

was sworn at Ottawa on Tuesday as a mein-
laer of thesa urier goverament, talsing the
portfolio of the intcrîer, which departinent
bias beau held vacant since tise fcîvmatiou of
tise new diberai govertiment. This depart-
ment had beau held by a repreentative of
Manitoba in the lato Consarvative g..vern-
ment, and wben thse Liburals were returned toc
power it vins expectcd that flon. Jet'Q. Miartin
weuld get tise interiorship. Througheut the
W'est Ilr. Martin was gencrally regarded as
thse znost likely muan for thse position, and bis
selection would certainly have given great
satisfaction here in tise W~est. Ilowaver,
matters have net mnaterial ized iu tisis way,
and thougis a strong effort Nvas made bore iu
laver of Mr. Martin, ho wvas itot offoed tise
position by Nitr. Laurier, fo.r what reason wo
are nuL at the moment aware.

Mdr. Sifton bas forsomne timo beau regar3.ed
as the man chesen for the iuteriorship, aud
bis final appointaient is taken as an indica-
tion cf the sittlernent of thse Manitoba
scisool question, thougis ne compleo official
announicement has as yet beau mnade coucorn-
ing this matter. It iras undcrstood tlùit
visile the questiona reuiained unsettled nu
appointaient cf a Manitoban te a position in
thse federal cabinet would ba nmade. Now
that Mr. Sitton bas beau installed, it is te bo
hopeoi ho will get down te husineu at once
and speedily develop a vig rous and pro-
gressive policy in tise interisth of Western
ý auada. Matters coucerning 'ise intcrests of
the West corne targaly under the control ei
Ltse dopartaient of tise interior, and Mr.

Sifton is cortainly pussossed of tisat itpocial Ostimatod cost cf a new artesian ieli systoma
knowlodga cf Western interests whic4~ sisould cf water.works througiseut, fer a population

ea bina to handle suit maLtai.' to the of -10,000, iucluding supply for fixe purpose
betadrantago. and scfteoing works, is placed nt $650,000.
Mr. SilLon is yet a comparatively Young Engineer 1tuttan thinks iL would be dosir-

mn, and as attorney general cf Manitoba ho able te distribute tise werk cf construoting
was regardodl as one cf thse strong tuai of thse the proposed now Bystnna o! water-works cvr
Oteenr.ra.y gevernmont &n one cf tise ableqt Lhreo seasunS, se that if a commencement
rrea in provincial pouliic. le haî thse were imade now tise systent would ouly be
ability te creditabiy represqont the West nt rcady for oparatioti by tise Lima thse franohise
Ottawa, aud wo helieo ho alsu bas thu cf the Winnipeg Water-Works Company e0K-
ability te tt.ke an equal!y prominant position pires. It would ne doubt be ie thse interest
in tise largor field of Dorninion poltics as lie cf thse laSer population cf tisa city te have
bas done lu thse past in local affair3. Mr. tise work spread over twc or thrce Yeats, and
Sitton uill sees election ini the Brandon iL could also bo doue with greater
division, readered vacant hy tlîe rosîgnation economy tissu if it %vere rusbed througb lu a
of Dalton McOartisy, and without doitbt ,'e single seait. It is evident frra this that iL
will bc elected by a largo majority, il flot b7 is net tee soon for thse city te niea lu tise
acclamation. J. D. Cameron, pririncial mater, s0 as te bave a aow syatoru ready for
socretary, sueceeds Mr. Silton as attorney operation by tise time tise prascrit mouupcly
general in tise 'provincial govortiment, but expire At any rate, iL would certainly
a successorte Mr.Camrnnhasiiotyetbeonn scout adrisable tisat wator mainq sisould ha

annotuncea. put down at once on ail streets whieli iL is
proposed te pave, and ini ordtr te do this,

WINHIPRG' ~ ~ sins WAR SUPYancurai systern sisuuld ba outlined andWINNPEGS W TERSUPLY. adopted, su tisat thse stree~ upun wisich -water
A report on the Assinibointe river aud mains are finît laid îvould fit in wath the

artesian wells, as a eource cf su ripl ,cf %% ater systent as a whole. The information ir- tho
for thse zity of Winnipeg, bas lx-un prepared bruds cf tise city engineering departient, ire
by H. N. Ruti an, city en-îneer. and tise ,,* fl1>d is mucis more extensive tisan ire hast
port bas beau pubiished in pamphlet form. suppoged. lu fact the knowledge possessed a
Analyses cf tise waters by saveral expertsi are te tise artesian well supply is quite complete.
given; and a special report on t'he condition__________
nf tise Assginiboino river by Dr. Patter'so aud
IL. N. 'Ruttain, C. E., is aise givon in tise IIIPORTING 1WIIET INTO INDIA.
pamphlet. The report upon tise artesi&n A good deal cf rnisunderstanding erîdantly
watts weuld iudicate tisat thora is au abnnid- oxists iu regard te tise position cf Iudia in
ant supîly_ cf irater which, could bc niadu tise matter of wheat importation. It is true a
available tbrongb sinking wolls. Tise engi- fowv boat loads, cf wiseat have beau pnrohssed
neer estirnates Lise cost of a coliectin)g systen in California for India. but tisis is net owing
te supply thse zity freont elîs at $25.02 0. This te any actual scarcity et whes.L in India at
would suppiy a yiold cf 8,000,000 galions par tise moment. Tise fear cf a great scarcity cf
day. Thio suppiy is considérdd amply wheat lu tsat country is prospective rather
sufficient aud parmanent. Sime cf tise tisse actual. Owing te drouts tise crop eut-
arte,4att waUls about thse city supply 2u,UtJJ o look iii lnlia is îvery unsatisfactery, and
80,000 galions par day by naturat il ,w. witis- shouid a great improvernent neot take place,
out pumping. The quality cf the wpil water tise crop te Sie bisavested aarly next year will
is net considored objectionable frorn a saî:i- uudouhîedly ho far sbort cf home raquira-
tary staudpoiuit. Bothswate.nrsaeeryhiard, meurs. Tite-ce is astil1 cousiderable wheat isald
particularly tise waIl water. Tise greatest lu India froin tise crop isarvested lasL spring,
objection te tise river watcr is the great basides surplus supplies frora pravicus yesrs.
ameunt cf enrthy sedimout contained lu tise In India somoe people have a custom. oi bury-
water during tise spring sud sucumer. To ing wbeat in pits in tho grouzid, and it is net
ramovo tisis would requre a vcry extensive known how mucis may ho held lu tisis way.
sud expansive settling and filtering plant. Lt is estirnated tisat about 75,000,000 bushels
Tise excessive hardnesg cf tise water could hcof e! rit frin lust crop are stili holdin India.
overce.me hy a softtaing pltant, te cost about Tise importation cf wheat froua California
$50,000. Tise Assiniboino water contaius %vas duo te tise sfeculativo advance iu irbeat
vegatable contamination whici rendtr3 it prices in india, on accounit of thse threatened
uusuitable for drinking purposes lu les natual destruction of tise grcwiug =.rp. It is aise
etnte. The exuessive isardness cf tisa artesian tisougsv tisat the California wiseat may hava
woîl water is net cousidered injurious te tise beau brought ln u emnonstrate to holders lu
systeai, and iL is aise tise opinion of one ex- Indis that tisey must. net adyanco Prime tee
part that tise large amount cf minerai maLter far on account of tise prospective anlortage.
iu the water would Only ho productive cf Two crops ara grewn each yeux lu India,
ternporary inceuveiacec te persus un- one of which -would ho miseat. Thoe wbeat is
accusterned te, les use. Soiphate et tise wuter ciop. The preseut distress is
tuagnesia (epsoîli sales) is oue ci Lise principal caused by thse failuira o! tise rite anid other
minerai. ingreoIients. Still tise exessive surauter crops lu sorte districts, wite thse con.-
hardness and large ameunt cf minerai maptter tinued drouts bas reudered tise prospect for
lu tise moul water are considued objection- tise preseut vinter crcp very peor. If thse
ablo. le tise case of thse Assiniboine Lise wiuter crop does not iproe tisea -mi
veaetable contamination and muddy nature certainly be inuci graater distrms tissu bas
cf tise water are tise most objectionablo se jar beau fait.
Meatures. Thse profrrace is docidediy ýor tise It is apity that a portion cf tise ig ern crop
a-rtesian watt ¶rtter,. talion ail arcund. Tise o! Lise central western states ivero net on thse


