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TARIFF MODIFICATIONS.

Tho genoral belief is that thero will be some
attempt to modify tho tariff at tho coming ses)
sion of Pacliament, by reduciog dutics upon
some imports, Taero is cortaioly a growing pub-
lic sentiment iu favor of lower duties, Many
who have supported tho National Policy, as the
high tariff policy is called, have of late come
out in favor of & modification of the tariff in
many respects.  This has got to come sooner or
later, aud we cannot start too soon. We can-
not jump from a high tariff policy to froe trade
at once, The chauge must be made carefully
and gradually, The most uncompromising freo
traders recognize this, Therefore it is the more
pecessary that wo should start &t oace in the
work of reform, first by corcecting the more
glaring abuses of tho present system. The
public is ready for the adoption of a aystematic
and rogular movemont toward tariff reform.
Tais is shown by the utteran :esof 1-ading men
who have on general principles supported the
Conservative party. The Governmoat press
has of late also Leen more outspoken in iati-
mating & desire for tariff modifizations. The
formaticn of trusts and combines in maay lines
of manufacture has also aroused many business
men to demand & modification of the tariff.
We have hecard it advocated that tho duty
thoul® at once be removed from auy article or
clags of navufactures in whicha combine exists
among domestic manufacturers. At any rate,
the feeling in favorof tariff modification is.
growing, and official utterances upoa the tariff
question huve been eagerly watched for, with
the hopo of learuing of a dispasitivn to move in
this direction.

What Tite CosuERCIAL~would like to refer
to now, is the special needs of Manitcha and
other portions of Western Canada, in regaid to
the tariff issue. I€ there is to be any modifica.
tion of the tariff at the present session of Par.
liament, it is to bo hoped the urgent claiins of
the west will not be overlogked, The Cox.
MERCIAL has more than once poiuted out that
the tariff places an unequal burden upon the
West. Whatever benefit the high taciff may
be to eastern nanufacturing centres, it has no
direct benefit to confer upon the Weet, ‘e
have few, if any pio:ected mapufacturers here,
Our industry is furming, and the farmer is rot
protected by the tariff. He is the one aboveall
others who has to bear a heavy portion of the
burden of tariff taxation, and receives no pro-
tection in return, The farmers of Manitoba
have to compete with vhe warld. They have
to sell Jargely on an expert basis of prices, and
the tariff is powerless to protcct them, though
it incroascs the cost f wmany articles which
tuey are obliged to buy in order to carry on
their farmiog operatione, As the farmer is not
proteclod by the tariff, a special effort should
be made to modify the tariff in his interest.

Acother rcason why the .riff bears heavily
upon the West, is owing to its geographical

porition. There are high freight rates to add
to articles upon which the cost is already in-

creased by the tariff. On this account tho West
should havo spegial considoration in any move.
mont toward tariff reform, It is to be hoped
our represcntatives ab Ottawa will preas tho ia-
terests of the West when tho tariff question
comes up in Parliament,

TRADE WITH THE REPOUBLIC.

According to a telegraphic report from
Ottawa lost week Canada imported over $33,-
009,000 worth of goods from the United States
during the last fiscal year, chicfly manufactures
and. raw matericl, and cxported to the United
Stiwes §39,000,000, This gives the cnormous
balavco of $14,000,000 in favor of the United
S:ates. Our trade with the United S:ates hay
always been ono-sided, the balance bring ia.
variably in favor of the republic. This is owiog
largely to the heavy duties inposed upon Can-
adian prolucts imported into that count:y.
Notwithstarding the fact that the balance was
already in their favor, the present republican
administration has taken extremo measures to
further reduce imports from Canada. Every
article of any importance imported from Cana.
da, was singled out in the McKinley bill and
made to bear enormous duties. It is nonsense
to say that there was no intention to discrimi-
nate agaipst Canada in framing the bill, as
gome republican politicians have claimed. The
bill is there and speaks for itself. But in spite
of the enormous duties placed upon everything
imported from Canada, the administration has
only becz abl: to- cut dowa suoh imports by
about $2,000,000, as compared with the pro.
vious year. This indicates that the people of
the United States require much that we hava
to sell, and while the high dvty injures us, it
muet also tell against the consumers over
there. :

1% is to be hoped that the incomiog adminis-
tration will take a more moderate and liberal
view of commercial and other ioternational
questions affecting thie country and the repub-
lic. The policy of the present administration
has been to hamper Cavada in every way pos-
sible. A reversal of tbis policy will be most
acceptalle. It is unquestionably tiue that the
encouragement of trade between the two coun-
tries, instead of the present policy of hampering
it most unreasonably, woull be in the best
interests of the people 0a each side of the Loun.
dary. Trade botween Canada and the United
States is capable of vast expansion, to the
mutual benefit of each country, A more liberal
and enlightened trade policy would also lead
to a more friendly disposition in other matters,
and tend to general harmony batween the two
countries, The trade policy of the United
States of recent yesrs has been a barbarou
pelicy, and it could not but produce evil conse-
quences. Aua illiberal, selfish trade policy has
found its counterpart in illiberal and selfish
displays in other matters. We may look with
confidence for a friendly and enlightened policy
in all international questions to follow & similar
policy in matters of trade and commerce, and
only in this way can we look for improved
relationship with our southera neighbors,
The present narrow, selfish trade policy, forced
upon us by the Washington administration,
can ouly produce feiction and vafriendliness all
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REGULATING THE RAILWAYS,

When the Interstate Commerco Act was firat
passed in the Uuited States, there was an ex-
ceedingly atrong feeling agaiunst tho measure,
Gradually, however, public opinion seems to
havo changed. Tho measure, from boing ro-
g rded as an experiment, fs now looked upon
a3 8 permanent institution, and a valuable one
at that,  Thoro is of courso atill somo hostility
to tho law, principuly of a local nature in cer-
tain districts, but this oppisition is not nearly
80 strong as it was formerly.  Under the old
order of things, certain citics and districts re-
ceived special priviloges from tho railways, at
the expense of other sections.  \Where theso
abuses have been corrected, the sections de.
prived of these special privileges will entertain
morg or less hostilily against the moasure.
The popular voice now, however, secms to re.
cognize the necessity for strict governmont
control over the railways. Instead of urging
arepoal of the Iuterstate Commerce Act, the
principle of the moasuro is genorally approved
of, with the desire that it be rendared more
practical and efficient by the adoption of such
amondments as experience may point out are
required. The natiosal board of trade of the
United States, is session at Washington, has
adopted the following resolutions in regard to
this act by a unaoimous vote :—

Resolved, That the Natiooal Board of Trade
hereby iodorse und approve of the objects aim.
ed at under the Inter-State Comnmerce euact-
meot, with tho recommendation that it bo
maintained in the statutes of the United States
io tne interest of the commerco of the entire
country.

Resolved, That the National Board of Trade
tl':}‘;or amendment to the [aw which will accomp.
ish

1. The giving of proper effect to the fiudings
and orders of the Inter-State Commission;

2. Which will exempr, in couformity with
provisions of the Cousutution, witnesses from
criminal penalties to the end that ioformation
as to the viclations of the Lyaw may be made
available in the courts;

3. As will make corporations iudictabls and
subject 1o oxemplary fines for all violations
of the law committed by their offizers or
agents ;

4. Such definitions of the terms of the act as
may be necessary to bring within its terms all
common carriers engaged in iuter-state com-
merce, whether individuals, corporations or
lines embracing a diversity of carriers;

5. Luforcement upon common carriers of
sirict accountability to the owner or cunsigneo
for the prompt delivery of property entrusted
to the care of such commoun carriera for trans-
portation by the imposing of a proper demur.
rage chargo for delay beyond a reasonable time
in the transportation of such property;

6. Freedom from unreasonablo declaration
of cxemption in contracts for inter-state car-
cinge,

It may therefore be regarded that this en.
actment, which at first was largely experi-
mental and rezeived & great desl of opposition,
icis now regarded as a psrmanent and usefal”
Jaw. So far as the uational board of trade is
concerned, it will ba observed by thé resolu-
tions quoted above, that thedesire is to extend
the scope of the act and wmake very strict pro-
vision for its enforcement. Clause 5, for in-
stance, in the paragraphs quoied above, is an
important one to shippevs, as -it proposes to
make railways accountable for unreasonable de-
lay of goods in transit,

The promoters of the interstate commerce




