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ST, ANTHONY OF PADCA

The Franciscan Wonder-Worker
{Whose Fame is kept by the
‘Yorld.

A SPLENDID FIGURE IN CHURCH
HISTORY.

et S,

St. Anthony of Padua was born in
the ety of Lisbon, Aug. 15, 1195, the
Feast of tho Assumption. Don Martin,
hisg father, was of the Boullon family,
whose most famous member was
Godfrey, King of Jerusalem. Donua
Teresa, the mother of St. Anthony,
was a descendant, it is eaid, of King
I'roila. who reigned in Astuna in the
eighth century.  From the beginning
the boy Ferdinand was the possessor
of spiritual tendencice, which cunstant
ly enlarged with Lis development, snd
wero fostered by lis environment. At

tender age Ferdinand was placed in
thecommunityof thecanonsin Lisbon's
Cathedral, where the training he re-
ceive]l was at once thorough and
claborate. \When he was 15 years of
age he entered awmong the regular
canons n{ St. Austin, near Lisbon,but
the sspirations of his nature were not
satisfied until, two years later, he shut
himself in the Convent of the Holy
Cross at Coimbra, where the austerities
of higasceticism,with the assiduities of
of his study, conspired to amaze his
less zealous brothers.

At the sight oi certain relicz of
Franciscan martsrs Ferdinand con
ceived an eager desire to connect hun-
self with that order, which he fulfilled
finally by donming the Franciscan's
robec in the convent of that order,
near Coimbra. It was then that he
took as his name that of the first St.
Antliony, the patron saint of monks
Immediately after his joming the
Franciscaus the romance of his hie
begins. Inflamed with zeal,he sought
for opportunities to impersl his life for
the sake of the Gospel. e penetrated
into Africa, that he might preach to
the Moors, and only returned after
the fevers had robbed Iim of all
strength and brought mm to the
grave'sbnnk.  Gaunt and worn,while
yet suflering from the hingering con-
tagions of the South, he left s cell
that he might sce and hear the great
founder of ns order, who was to hold a
general chapter at Asmsi, To Italy
he hurried. He saw bun whom for
so fong he had reverenced and loved.
That he might rest near the leader's
person he sought to gain some place
in Italy.

Here the depths of his humility are
shown. St. Anthony was then of pro-
foand learning. All that the severest
study could give to a brilliant mind he
had gained.

But when he besought some position
among the Italian brothers, he
restrained all revelation of his worth,
and asked for no more then menial
work in some convent kitchen. So
humble was he that those to whom Le
appealed feared to take the shy,
hesitating and sickly youth uder their
charge, even although St. Francis,
touched by his devotion, desired him
to remainn Italy. At Iast. however.,
hie was sent to thie hermtage of Mount
Paul, a solitary convent near Bologna.

Here the young monk remained,
absorbed only in the spintual duties of
his solitude, unsuspected as to his
marvelous powers, unknown, un-
honored.

ST. ANTHONY'S TRIUMII,

But when he was twenty six years
of age there was an assembly of Do-
minican and Franciscan friars at Forli.
The young religious was present. s
superior commanded him to speak in
the presence of his brothers. o
beggod to be excused, but was told to
say whatsoever the Holy Ghost should
put into his mouth. It was then thst

thoso who listoned to him woro
astounded. At the first his voice was
low, his words stamnnoring, his posi-
tion that of embarrassmont, Speedily
the chango came, 1lia voico rose and
filled, lus words poured forth in the
tremendous tlow of cloquence, his
formn straightened, his hands moved
in tho symbolizing of his speech, his
oyes gleamed fires, the spirit of his

oniug, 80 long bLarred witlnn his own
1eart burat its bonds, and shone bofore
the company in all its splendor.

Thoso who heard him thought him
inspired, but tho vigor of his argu
ment, the profundity of i logic and
the bearings of his illustrations dis
played the trained and masterful nund
of the soholar ns well us the fervid
impulse of the devotee. \We need
trace his carecr no further. I'he his
tory of his visions und his miracles
would exceed our space. It war
thenceforth one constznt mighty and
virtuous success.  All the world heard
of him, for he beeamme the most famous
of Franciscan preachers. 1lis mis-
sionary journeys were almost con
tinuous aud always a geries of victories
for the faith be taught., He died in
Padua, June 18, 1281, and on Vay
40, 1282, he was canonized under
Pape Gregory IX.  Anancient writing
on the samt dereribes him as of dark
complexion, medinm height, tolerably
stout, but of sickly aspect. 1lhis face
wag fuil and rounded, and possessed
of a certain charm. 1His forchead was
broad, lns eyes were piercing, und Lis
other features regular. The magnet-
18m of his manner was extraordmnary.
To the contemplation of his memory
aud to meditation on Ins virtusg the
Cathnhic world now turns in loving
fonduess for lim, the mtluence of
whose holy life has, ondummnished,
reached out to men for even centuries.

Antheny taught divinity for sowe
years at Dslogna, Toulouse, Mont
pelier and Patua, and was afterward
appointed guardian at Limoges. He
was thoroughly versed m the Holy
Seriptures, and had an excellent apti
tude for upplying 1t to the purpose on
all occasions. e .bad a polite ad-
dress, an casy carnage and a very
pleasing countenance. lle was full
of a sover-ign contempt of the world
and hymeelf, and burning with a desire
to die for Jesus Chnist and sce His
pure love reign 1o all temptation wineh
could warp lus integrity or make Jam
weaken or disgwise the masims of the
Gospel which be announced with
equal dignity aud zeal, to the great
ones and small,

Pope Gregory IX., hearing him
preach at Rome in the year 1227 ip Lig
surpnige, figuratively called him * T'he
Atk of the Covemant,” or * Rich
Spinitual Treasure.” But the sanctity
and sevenity of his hife added immense.
ly to the weight of lns words, and
such was the gravity of his counten.
ance and the edifying modesty of his
deportment that his actions were as

[ much a part of lus preaching as were

his works.

He orce invited a brother out to
preach with him, but to the latter's
surprise he returned to his convent
without having said anything And
when his companion asked him why
lie had not preacbed, his renly was:
* We have done it by our modest
looks and by the gravity of our be
havior.”

_Crowds everywhere pressed to hear
him, as they must assuredly do to liear
the preaclung n Ins seventh centenary
He preached in France, Spain and
Italy; ho was no less admirable in
the confessional than in the pulpit.
In Lombardy for the protection of the
oppressed people, he put his life in the
hands of one of the most furious of
tyrants. He feared no danger in the
cause of God, and of his neighbor.
Ho once bearded the lion tyrant
Ezzelino in lus den, pointed out hia
manifold crimes, murders and devasta-
tions, and told him that those he had
glain  were witnesses beforo God

against him. Tho guards who astood
around wanted to seo him hand
Anthony over to them to be oxcouted,
but instead, to their instensn suryrise,
the tyrant camo down from Jhis throno
paloand trembling, aud putting Ins
girdlo round his neck for a haiter,
cast himself at the feot of tho humble
servant of God and begged him to
intercede with God for the pardon of
hig si* 3. The seint hfted him up,and
then gave him suitablo advice to do
penance.
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THE MYSTERY OF ROSEBERY

o> Curlows Wetatls About the Premiler's
Health and Characler.

An unnamed * person who bas been
of Iate & good deal thrown with Lord
Rosebery *—whatovor that may mesn
—has given Mr. Labouchere of London
Truth the foilowing description of the
Promier :

“ Rosobery has slways played the
mystery man. In part this bas been
owing to acertain shyness which makos
bim prefer toadies to equals, in part to
a nervous gloom which is tho basis of
bis charactor. Hs has been through
lifo a spoiled child. 1 always thought
him clever, but ratheras a conversation-
list than a polemical stateswan. He
i¢ one of those perions with whom
overything must goright for him to be
well physically or mentally, I thought
that he made a mistake in accopting
tho Radical Premiership ; for he is rat
her one of the Devonshire kind of
Liberal, than what you Radicals would
now.days call & Radical.

“ When he wos at the Foreign Oflico
he did little more than occupy himself
with details, and blindly carry out
what he thought would have been the
policyof Lord Saliabury ; sittingon the
fence, so fur as he could, on all domes.
tic questions. .As Premier, his nullity
soon becamespparent.  His colleagues
were not long to perceive it, and even
those of thom who had aided io making
him Premier became convinced of their
mistake. Tbus he found bimself isolat-
ed aud thrown entirely on his own re-
sources. His speeches disappointed
the public. They were moro those of
a clover schoolboy than of a statesman
e was sharp enough to see that he
had not come up to expectations, and
this weighed on his spirits.

*Then came the attack of influenza,
which atterly prostrated hiw. He
svems to menow to he  unable to grap-
ple with any subject, or with the situs-
tion; at moments seemingly pretty
well in health, but never really well,
He is anxious, I think, to bo out of hix
troubles, and would welcome anything
that would bring his Premicrship to a
cloac; for ho is without sufficient
energy to control events, much less to
direct them. I am very sorry for him,
for I have always liked him, and wero
I in his place I should send in my
resigoation, for in this ho would be
fully justified by the state of his health.
One of tho deterrent causcs is, I sus-
peet, the Qourt, for in the highest
spheres it is thought that his leadership
of the Radicals is by no means a dis-
advantsge ; tho other deterrent cause
is that he is too fecble to adopt any
course involving decision.”

—_— e

In an interesting article contribated
by bim to the Catholic World of this
month, Dr. J. T. Scharf asserts that
tho first pricats who are known to
have said mmasa on what is now Amer.
ican 80il were tha Dominicians, Father
Montesinos and Cervantes, wno accom-
panicd Ayllon, in 1526, to the James.
Of tho northern section of the country
the doctor saya that the first priests to
enter New England were Father Bizard
and his companions, who *tried to
cstablish an Iodian mission off the
coaxt of Maine, on Mount Desert [s-
land. Englith Proteetanta attacked
the mission in & very aggrossivo man-
acr; they killed a lay bLrother named
I?n Thet, and carried off all the pricsts
a# prisoners.” *

Itemts from Everywhere,

A wonderful story of industry and
porsoverence is compressed wuto e
simplo sunouncemont that M kg
Allan Sh"!f, tho wo" knowll lhlc.uo
Oatholic wniter, bogan to give art |s.
sons at her residenco in 1507, and iy
continued them over since. It puy
be remembered, too, that Miss Stapr g
the authorof soveral valuallv works,
that sho is by no moans an frequent
contributor to tho pross, sud that she
is frequently heard on tho lecture plat.
form, )

‘Thedeathof Monsiguor Seideuuusch,
the former. vicar-apostolic of the north
ern Minnosota district, takes awsy
from the ranks of tho Amorican Isene.
dictines ono of the most Prowssucig and
zoalous members. Dr. Soul ey
was conscerated May 3u, 1-7, upder
the title of t:0 Lishop of Haua, for
the vicariato that was erected 1 the
upper part of Minncsots carter in that
year. Whon tho aco of St. Cioud was
erccted, bis-failing health haa aosd
him to resign, and since then he has
lived st the difforent houses of b
order spending most of the iaticr years
in New York.

The recent death of Padre .\gostino
da Montefoltre, which was aunounced
from Rome last weck, takes awny from
the church in Italy onc of e most
famous nnd elcquent preachers  More
than ono writer from tho Eternar City
has devoted columus to the description
of the marvellous eloquence of thu
deceased preacher, who was considered
one of the most remarkatie puipit
orators that has appoared for many
years in-Italy, Some of his sermons,
if the writer be not mustaken, have
been translated into English and pab-
lished in-book form.

How changed is the condinon of
Catholic church in the Ewmpire State
at the presont time, where tuere are
now seven dioceses, from what 1t was
in 1520, when all thoe state, with part
of New Jersey, was comprised in the
New York- episcopate, may be dged
from what Dr. Lyuch of Utica, 1o the
interesting papers which he 18 contn-
buting to the Rosary, says of the oif-
cial visit to which Bishop 1waboy,
then the. New York ordinary, paud to
Rome that year. According to thess
papers, Bishop Dubois was then able
to roport to the Iloly Father that o
his vaat dioceso thore were but 101000
Catholics, with only IS privsts to min-
ister to them. In the same distnct
now thero are, in round numnters, 1500
pricsts and 1,900,000 Catholics.

Coarles Dickenz used to tell the
following story about & Metbodist
preacher : * Thin preacher had beea
called to ofliciate at, the funcral of s
relative of a Conservative cditor, auvd
as the proacher himsolf aimed to be s
Liberal leader in the distrivt he and
tho cditor-had often crossed sworde
This timo the chauco came to deliver
a bome thrust without s chance
for either party to reply. .\t thecoflia
of the deceased, beside which tho
edito snd mourners knelt together,
tho preacher made this appea: *Lord,
overrule this sflliction to the welfsreof
all asscmbled, including the reptile
now sprawling in Thy presen.q, who
has frequently abused Thy servant 10
the columns of his bastly pubhcation.’™

The religious orders of the Catholiz
church that is to say the leading male
societios, ato noY ag numerous. perhaph.
a8 somo peoplo imagine. .\.cording
to the Iatest statistics, thero are aboot
3000 Jesuits in the cntire Catholic
world; and next in atrength to them
come the Franciscians, who report 1739
wembers. The Benedictioncs number
700; there are G50 members of the
Congregation of tho Holy licdecmer;
the sons of* St. Dominic are 500, lt::
Congregation of the Holy Ghost
321 adherents, and the Mansts 240,
When one takes into consideration tho
wide field in which theso rehigious
priests operate, their number seemt

very small in comparison with tho good
work which they accomplisb.



