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BIOGRAPIIY.
s Lo
FRANCIS BACON,
rancis Bacon, agreat lawyer and statesman,
a much greater philosapher, was the son ol
Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper of the great
I, which is the samec office as that of Lord
ncellor of England.

he son was born at York-house, in the
“nd, in 1561, and 1n Ins infancy shewed signa
a happy gen.us and strong judgment.  When
~as hut a child, ke was introduced to Quecn
_beth, who asked him how old lie was; to
-h he answered, “that he was two years
oger than her majesly’s happy reign;” for
quecn was crowned tn 1559, “L'hs fine com-
ot gave so much satisfaction to that discern-
queen, that she bestowed many marks of
r0yal favour upon Mr. Bacon, whom she
ot call her “young lord keeper

‘ut the dazzling splendours of a court, and

smiles of ks vuvercizn, did not eatice hun
s his studies. His progress in learning was
reat, that at the age of twelve years he was
. to the university of Cambridge, where he
for his 1utor Dr. Whiatgft, who was aftcr-
us Archbishop of Canterbury. Under this
ned and pious divine, he applicd to his books
_ such unrammon diligence, that before he
sixteen years old, he had gone through the
le circle of the hberal arts und sciences, as
. were then taught; besides making a great
‘ciency in the Jesrnud languages and divi:

_is father, the lord keeper, discovering in hix
such a ripeness of judgment and virtue, as
. a8 of knowledge, resolved to send him,
ng ae he was, to France, that he might gain
_cqunintance with afluirs of state. fle was
srdingly committed to the care of Sir Amias
let, the English ambassrdor at Panis; and
~ell did he conduct himself in that situation,
o be eent to England with 2 commssion of

.JMence to the qucen, which required both

sesy and dispatch. He executed this honor-
~trust with such applause, as gained both
and the ambassador great credit.  Our young

stutesman then returned to Franco, where he ap-{mast exact caumeration; bo examned into what wag
plied himself not only to lus studies, but culti. dlroady known as toleuvh of llul:.-e objects, and ho d:lcw
. : : i up an imneise catalopuc ¢ what remained to be die.
vated tho friondship of mea ul learnung, a“d'rgrcvcd Tlus was'the it 1ud subject of lus adonra.
made many uselul observations upen putlic m-'

h Lle woik, on tho dignity i | augientation of natural
fairs, as appears from n succinct view of the\kuowledge. In his Now C tan'of Sciehees, the pere

state of Europe, which he wrote when he was' feets the views hie hed pont 4 ontin tho fist work, be
only nineteen. catrs:es thom fasther, and sleus tho necessity of expe-
But winle ho was thus hoenotally improvag - funeotal physics, “I'“CL' o oyt thought o. An
. R Y systoms 11:3 0K WINSOLOY as onfy t
himsell abiroad in such porsudae e naght bc“’ummy g0 sysiomn, ho be pldiopsy 43 oniy that

R part of our knowledgo, wirh ocaht 10 conttibu e to
answer the expeclations eonlertamed 1 hum, thedako us better or moro happr. He sceas to lut ot

sudden death of his futher reealled him to Eng  to the scionee of usefol thugs, and every whero re-
land, where, ﬁnd:ug that lus portion, owing u.:cmnmcndt the study ofnn!uu:. Hus other watings are
the largenes of the tamily, was but small, he re l‘-mnc}! «n tho game plan.  Every thing i them, even
sulved to make the low hia profession. e ac ‘thexf istlos, is capreraive of tho man of ganiwus, of the

. i~ . + oy 'tmd that scesm groat.  Ho thiero collecte facts, he
oordingly entered himself a student of Gray's 40,0 compates expriimenty, and ind.cafes o gieat uum.

fun, where, o s twenty -erghth yene, he became begto be twade.  ile mvates the learned 10 stedy and
reader to the society; that 1s, read lectures upon perfect the arts, which hie derms as the most ilusizious
profound questiony in the lam  Ahout the sume js0d most cszential pact of Iriman hnowledge.  He ex.

timo he war also appuinted queen’s counsel, hut, Pores with a poble smpheny s conjectures and
dvd not . Vsubstanteal fe ! ) ilhnughls on dulerent objects warthy afintetesting men:
1d nol réccive any substantal preferment or dis-1 4 r unghit have said, as tle old Gentleman of Ter-

tinction il the reign of K!ug Jumes the F"-"-‘eucc. that” notlung affecting husnanity was foregn to
when he had passed through the offices of goli= lun Science of Natue, Moralry, Fohties, Ocs uno.
citor and atturney general, and finally, thut ol mics, all scemed to be withip the sucteh of that Junnn.
chancellur, on which occasion he was made a,0us 3nd profound witg and we hnow Lot which most to

: ' : . admue, ke rubness he difluzes over all the subjects he
viscount. lle dicdat Highgate, in 1626. ""!lrca:s of, or the dignaty with whisth e vpeaks ojf them,
famo for universal learnmy was so cxtensive, yy., wimgs cannot be better campzred than to those
that in his last illness a French nobleman, o1 of Hippocictes on Medicme; and ney would be ner-
very high distinction, went to pay hun a vieit, ther less odmued nor fess resd, if tle culture of the
and finding him in bed, with the curtains dln\vu,"“““’ was as deat 10 mankind as tle presenvation of

« £ " a Marquis. t the Mbsir health 'Bul there are noue but v ¢acl: of
You resemble,” said the the Marquis, ¢t rorts of all kinds whose %0 ke can oo a o of

taplendnr.  Bacon was not of tho nunber, . .. the form
Vof lus plulosophy was agumst st It wew tou gond to
fill any one wah astonish.ent.  The Schole<tie Pila-
sophy, which had gaiced the ascendant in las i,
'lollld not be overthronn but by Lo aud new opun-
ons, and there s no proboebility that 3 piutesaphier,
who anly intimates to men, * Ty 13 the l:2tle van have
learned, this 13 what remains for your er-qu:r)'.' 13 cal-
culated for mahing much noise amory lis contempo-
tartos. We might even presume to hazatd some de-
gree of reproach agawst the Lotd Cuancellor Bacon
for having been perhaps 100 Lunsd, of wo were not sen-
sible with what reserve, and 29 1t wese wah what e
perststian, gudnmeat ought 1o be pasecd i 50 subluns
2 gemus. Though he confestea that the schulaatse
porloaophers bad enervated the ariences by minurap of
therr questinns, aud that sound intellccts oughit 1o have
madc 2 sacufice of the study of generst beings to thas
of particular objects, Le secius notwithsianding, by the
fiequent wre hic makes of school.terma, and rometinee
aleo by the divirions and sub.divivons then e chan
voguc, 1o hate she. ~d too utuch deference for the pre-
dotnnant taste of lus age. Tlus great man, after
breaking the shackiesof 30 many wuns, was sttl in-
tangled by some chains, which hc enlicr could not, or
dated not to bicak asunder.

angels; wo hear those heaveuly brangs constant-
Iy talked of, and we beheve them supertor to
mankind, but we never have the consolation of
seeing them ”—¢ 1€ the charity of others,” 1e
plied the dying plilosopher, ¢ compare me taan
angel, my own infimities tell me I am hut o
man'?

In the midst of his prafessionu! cmployments,
and the fatiguing cngagements of gtate affars,
tlus great man applied to his studics wily unre-
mited ardovr.  Hle was the first who discarded
a slavish adherence to thenry and by pothests in
philnsophy, and laid it donn as a maxun, *¢ that
in the study of nature we should always procerd,
not upon conjecture and theory, but upon expn
niment alone!”?

Jurenile Plilaych.

-

Characler of Sir Fraxcis Bacox, Lord high
Chancellor of England, by Monsicur d"Alem
best.

On considering attentively tho sound, intelligent, and
cxtensivo vicws of this great man, the multiphcity of
objects his pierciag wit had comprebended within us
sphere, tho elevs 10n of bis style, that every-where
makes the boldest images to coalesco with the most ri-
gorous precision, we shiould be tempted to estecm bim
the greatest, the most universal, and the most clo-
quent of philosophers. His works are justly valued,

perhaps more valued this known and tLcicfore more

deserving of our study than clogiums. Bacon, ben
amidst the obscurity of the most profound might,perceiv-
ed that philosophy did not yct oxist, tho’ many had
wndoudiedly Baltered themselver for having cxcelled in
ut; for, the more an-age is gross and ignorant, the mote
it believes itscif informed of all tlat can be poswibly
kwown. 1lle began by taking a general view of the
varions objects of all natural scicnces; he divided those

uciences into diferent bramches, of which e made the

-
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THE ACCOMPI'LISHED YCUTH.
—acloe—
SINCERITY AND TRUTH.

' It “1 necessary to recoimend to you sincen-
ty and trath.  This is the Lasts of every wirtue.
That datkness of character, where we can see
no heart; thuse foldings of ast, through wiich
uo native aflection is allowed to penetrate, pre-
sent on ahject, unamiable w every season of hfe,
Lut particularly copious in youth, If,at an sge
when the heart was warm, when the emotions
are strong, and when pature is expected to shew
lhersclf fice and open, you can alrexdy smile




