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f'!ice of the prejudice against capital punishment is due to the
peeuliarly vivid manner in which an execution appeals to the
iiiagination - the very saine element that constitutes it 80
strongly deterrent a force. We see the littie whitewashed eham-
ber, the trap-door and pit, the "ugly lever"; anJi we fancy to
ourselves with terrible realismn the moment when the condemned
mnan, his bead concealed in a white bag, is launched into eter-
aity as the boit is released. The horrid apparition grips the
inid with a spastie clutch that paralyzes the intellectual. facul-
tics. The essence of syinpath.y is to feel somne part of the pain
which we pity in another; and accordingly mnuch pain nust be
exeited in syttpathetie mnind8 hy so horrible a vision. The
picking of oakmnii, the privation of liberty, etc., do not and enu-
not appeal iii anything lik-e so forcible a manner to our imagina- '

tions; we forget the bleeding fingers and fractured iiails, the
spirit brokeiî dowii by hardships and indignities; and the long
vears teannot he grasped iii our thoughts in azûy but a synibolical
sense. And because the thoughit of capital punishmient fuls as
with iiiuch pain, while the thought of penal servitude fis us

relations. The fallacy is one withi whichi ail students of ineta-

physics are abundantly famiiliar. \Vhat are only the laws -of
thought are takeîi ta be thlîtaws of' timings. Sub.jective rela-
tions are regarded as equivaleiit to objeetive relations; and the
iiniverse is whittled dowiî to that evaneseent appearance whieh
cau be containied iii the brain of a huinan being.

Yet anuther psychological fallacy is involved. The refinied
and sensitive person who declaitts against the death pençalty is
apt to assume that ai imurderer is a refiined and sensitive person
like himself. Cold-blogc<led nrderers (and thiese alone are
nom, lihanged) have hy the fact of their crime proved their cal.-
lousness and lack of sensitiveness. Readers of Ljombroso %will not
require to be infoied of the kilmiost incredible indifference to,

p8in that crimninals exhibit. Mlen will endeavour to commnit
41.1;ide (and succeed) by driving large spikes into their own
hepads w'ith a hamtmer; or by thrusting a white-hot iron. rod sotne
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