
FOR UPPER CANADA.

VII. .d4<attØ# hN otUf (ORtvie$ "compulsory education" which are already in existence. For, in
------ __ fact, we have for more than 20 years introduced the compulsory

systemi, by enacting that no chilI shall be employed unless he either
1. COMPULSORY EDUCATION IN ENGLAND. can read and write, or is attending school for a certain number of

For more than thirty years the " ducation of the people" has hours per week. li the session of 1860, Mr. Adderly and SirFor oretha thity ear cuctio ftieS tati'ord Northcote brought into the House of Gommons a Bill for
been aided by grants froin the public purse. These grants, very con- in
siderable in themselves, have been very largely supplanted by volun- extending this principle to all employments. This Bill was supported

t re by those of " H. M. Inspectors of Schools" who were then engagedtary contributions, aud by "shool-fees" paid by, or on beha f of, in manufacturing districts, and a petition in its favour was presentedthe " independent poor" thendelves. This expenditire, as ia wel to the House on behalf of the General Associated Body of Churchknown, bhm produced great and important resuits. The nieans and Schoolmasters. The chief enactinent sought was that " No child
appliances of education have been improved and multiplied. School- ters e chief enant ought was tht " No child
buildings, school-furniture, school-books, school-teachers have been under twelve be employed i any regular employmnent whatever, for
carefully prepared, and abundantly scattered over the land. Soie tune or by piece-work, without a certincate of beg able to read and
of the best wisdom of the country has been employed in the service write. There were certan exceptions, and a clause permitting
of popular education. Committees of Council, Parliament, Inspec- employment in such a case, if conjoined with a certain amount of
tors, School-manag.ers (many of the men of great learning and schooling ; but these were undesirable excrescences. Let the law betors Scoolmanizes (anyof hern mn o grat earingandmade general and absointe. The child's right to education wouldof high social standing) have been working zealously and pertina- thus be enforced by making the parent's right to benefit by the la-
ciously in the cause. Education has been almost the subject of the bous bs frce d upns scrig to bsedtcythel-
day : and its agencies have been rapidly extended and widely diffus- duties to them. Such an A t the medisbers of the Education Aid
ed. We seei, alinost at least, to have seen our way clear to placing Society suggest. Without reaxitgtheirendeavours to akeagood
knowledge "l withini the reach" of "l all the children whom our soil So Zt ugs.Wtotrlxn hi nevust aeagomntains.e"iAnd ye, despit of "aimproemhiren an exerions school accessible to every child, educatiomists should seek the meansinaintainsï." And yet, despite these improvemeuts and exertions, forevn ey hlasaeinteduto hsreieadthe " working-class" are not yet becoming " educated classes" but r givmg every chid a share m the education thus required, and0 rescuing it from the liard grip of the iron hand of labour until it basthroughont the country, and especially in our crowded city popula- been subjected to the arouldin presure of the gentler hand of in-
tions and great centres of industry, masses of children are grown bensbetdt*h olm rsueo h ete ado n
uingoc and vicacentreof inery, mass atofthde unam le og struction. This would be done hy an Act such as that suggested.Up in igniorance and vice, nearly, if not altugether uniamenable to We do not se how, otherwise, the apatliy Of parents and the com-the educational influences around them. We have spread our board \e o tlse how, otherwe, the ath of en and he com-
with abundant provision of the best kind, but the bulk of those who pretition of te labour-market cai be surmounted, and our educationai
have been invited to the banquet either never appear at the table ss made commensurate with our efforts and expenditure on its
at all, or do not stay there long enough to be refreshed by its [
abundance. [Since writing the above, we find that in the use of Commons,

It becomes necessary, therefore, that we should add to the provi- on April 17th, in reply to Mr. Fawcett, Sir G. Grey said lie was
Ion ohemens fedcatio eefor s t oe secure t the p in unable to fix a day for introducing the promised measure for thetion of the means of education soe efforts to secure their application extension of the Factory Act. The Government had not consideredto Ai the childen for wo tey are intended. At present the ed- any plan for regulating the employment and education of childrenucationist baq to contend, unaided, against the apathy and indiffer- who were employed lu agyricultutre." As the suijýcet is thus underence of parents, and the demand for juvenile labour, and lie is worst- wlh consideration of the Goveriment and ikely t be egisiated upon

ed in the contest. Irregular attendance, capricious reinovals fron slortly, educationists, wh feel the importance of laving a
school to school, and withdrawals at an early age, prevent the success- choldres empoyment alike fregulated," and their previom a educa-
ful education of many of those who pass throughi our elementary chlrnsepomnîlk rglae, n hi rvoseuafchls, edan tion tan of those w pa ysthruct ones ereenare tion made a sine quà non, should at once bestir theiselves, makechools, and in addition to these partial ly-instructed ones, there are their views known, and strive to give them efleet. It would be seenimmense numbers who neyer get to school at ahi. The Manchester that the simple enactmnent we have advocated covers the wbole
Education Aid Society, which during the two years of its existence ground, inciudinz that which "the soveriement" has "vanot con-
has canvassed one-tenth only of Manchester and Salford, paying the sidered."-Paper for the G"hoolmaser.
fees in whole or in part, where necessary, has in one year nearly s d a oo t
doubled the number of children in the schools of those two boroughs !
It pays the whole of the school fees for 3612 children, most of whom, 2. TOWNSHIP SCHOOL SYSTEM OF PENNSYLVANIA.
there is good reason to behieve, would not have been at school at ali BY . D. HUNT.
but for its operation. This fact alone shows conclusively how mnuch.
has to be done after schools and their adjuncts have been provided. During the past winter, I was engaged in teaching a rural school
The committee have learnt much respecting educational wants dur- m Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, and thus had opportunities of
ing their two years' canvass. " One of the most important facts earmni some of the pecuhiarities of the Pennsylvania school sys-
elicited is that voluntary effort cannot calculate upon getting more tem. Each townsip constitutes a shool disticet, in which are
than two-fifths of the neglected children into schools. The coin- established a suitable number of schools, each situaed in such a
mittee believe they have proved that no private effort cati reach place as will best accommodate the people, and all under the jurisdic-
the depths of this evil, and that further legislation is urgently needed tion of a board of directors, six mi numberi who are elected by the
to provide for the primary education of every child in the cominuni- people in the sanie manner as other township officers, and who hold
ty." With these facts before them it is not wonderful that the their office three years, two of them being elected each year. It is
speakers at the meeting of this society-men of different modes of the business of these directors to determine the number of months
thinking-shoald have all agreed that something must be done to that school shall be kept each year in their respective townships, to
bring educational negligence under the cognizance o the law, and levy a tax which, with the State appropriation, shall be sufficient
that an attempt should be made to make it a]most impossible for to defray the expenses of the schools, to levy a tax to purchase sites
children to escape school. and build school-houses, to enploy teachers, visit the schools, etc.childen toescap schol.lu ecd coiunty there is a Couuty Superintendent, who is electedIf, indeed, Manchester may be taken as a type of other manufac- by the townsip directors, and who hoids bis office three yiars. Lt
turing towns, it must be admitted that the Education Aid Societ bis township die and whcens h inspect the aschos
has proved that a greater necessity.exists for compelling the use of etc. The directors usually give notice at the proper time byhools
existing schools, thai for building new ones. If, after thirty years vertisement, of the nuaber of teachers wanted in their respective
of exertions, voluntaryism can only get hold of two-fifths of the townships. The Superintendent wolda exannatioeis at differe t
children on whose behalf its efforts are made, it is high time com- localities in the county; and no teachers arc adnittcd to tbem ex-
pulsion was tried. For it is quite certain that we cannot afford, as cept those who are appicants for chools. Tie directors at end
a nation, to leave the mass of our labouringpopulation uneducated. these examinations, and afterwards choose their teachers fron those
The industrial activity, which causes the competition of the labour examined.
market with the school, also necessitates a snppiy of " skilled"' The township institutes constitute another good feature of the
labourers. If our artisans reniain uneducated, our nanufacturin Te tws atitutesonstite ao ther gofe re t
and commercial superiorty will be undermined. So that, if we ga' system. These are held on alternate Saturdays at the differentnot "n e erust "compe parn t v thmeves of can- schools of the township in rotation. All of the teachers are re-"iitinduce" we inust compel parents to avail them ot quired to attend them. Attendance is reckoned the same as a day's

. a .c teachizg, and non-attendance forfeitq a day's wages. TwentytwoIt cannot be demied that such "compulsion" is not calculated to days of teaching constitute a school month ; and it is Optional withbe popular in this country. Englishmen are proud of their liberty, boards of directors whether they will have the institutes or reguiareven if it be liberty to " perisi for lack of knowledge." But it may teaching. Hence in some townships institutes are held, and not in
be possible-we are inchined to behieve it is desirable-to adopt a others. When townships are small, two or more of them can unitermeasure of indirect compulsion. We must as the Revise Code bas and hold joint institutes.
tauglht us to do in other educational matters, demand " results." The method of holding these institutes is this : School is held inla other words, we may extend the application of those Acts for the usual manner in the forenoon. At the close some one, previoual


