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INTRODUCTION.

W iiHiN the lad hundred years of our hiftory, Bri •

tain has been live times at war with France, and fix

times at war with Spain. During the fame period,

flie has been engaged in two rebellions at home, be-

fides an endlefs catalogue of maflacres in Afia and
America; In Europe, the common price which we
advance for a war, has extended from ooe to three

hundred thoufand lives, and from fixty to an hun-
dred and fifty millions Sterling. From Africa, we
import annually between thirty and forty thoufand
flaves, which rifes in the courfe of a century to at

leaft three millions of murthers. In Bengal only,

we deftroyed or expelled within the fhort period of
lix years, no Lefs than five millions of induftrious

and harmlefs people* ; and as we have been fove-

reigns in that country for about thirty-five years,

it may be reafonably computed that we have llrew-

ed the plains of Indoftan, with fifteen or twenty
millions of carcafes. If we combine the diverfi-

fied ravages of famine, peftilence, and the fword, it

can hardly be fuppofed that in thefe tranfadtions lefs

than fifteen hundred thoufand of our countrymen
have perilhed ; a number equal to that of the whole
inhabitants of Britain who are at prefent able to bear
arms. In Europe, the Ijavock of our antagonifis has

been at leall not inferior to our own, fo that this

quarter of the world alone has loft by our quar-
rels, three millions of men in the flower of life

;

whofe delcendants, in the progrefs of domeftic focie-

ty would liave fwelled into multitudes beyond calcu-

lation. The perfons pofitively deftroyed muft, in

* Infra, chap. I.
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