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fo that wc wtre of ppinion, they had been join-

ed together in former times, and compofed one

folid piece of land, but feparated from one ano-

ther afterwards by a preffure of the waters.

Among thefe an ifland appeared above the reft,

the moft ftately and eminent, interfedled by-

many rivers and (prings of water, which there-

fore was chriftcned Water Ifland by Schouten

and Lc Mai re, who difcovered it in i6i6, on
their voyage to the Terra Auftralis, In this

labyrinth of iflands and rocks, we had the woe-

ful misfortune to lofe one of our fhips, the

African Galley, which ftruck upon the rocks,

and beat to pieces.. It may be accounted, how-
ever, a happy circumftance, that all the people

aboard were faved and brought ofFj and being

divided among the two remaining (hips, were a
reinforcement to their crews. It was impoflible

for the ^ips to approach very near the land,

where no anchoring ground was to be found.

It is a low, fandy, and rocky ifland, being in the

inland parts almoft all drowned land ; but upon
the borders it is full of trees, among which
neither palmetto or cocoa-nut trees were to be

found i which I believe is the reafon of its not

being inhabited ; tieverthelefs, five of our men
who went afliore willingly remained on the

ifland, and would not return again to the (hips,

being wearied out with the hard(hips they had
already fuflFered, and fearing many more unfore-

Icen difafters were ftill awaiting them. The lofs

of the above-mentioned (hip would be a happy

circum*


