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dcfccLients of the independent b.iron or te-

niuit of the Crown, fo alfo the fiibtenants

were, for the moft parr, conncdted by ties

of blood with the tackfmen. All the capital

and mofl of the fccondary pollefnons, and all

the oiTices or places in the eftate, from the

fiiclor or land'fleward, down to the ground-

officer and game-keeper, were in tlie hands

of men who boafled of the {duvc name and

the fame defcent with the chief. Such, in

general, was the ftate of fociety, and fuch

the mode in which landed ellates were par-

celled out, under the feigueur, in feudal and

warlike times ; vvhen men of laniily had not

the fame refources in manufaftures and trade

that they have nowj and which, if they had

enjoyed, they would have defpifed.

Let it not therefore feem any ways incre-

dible, to thofe who are educated in a com-

mercial age, that Serjeant Donald Macleod,

the fubieet of this Narrative, is the fon of

John Macleod tlie fon of Roderic M-dc-

Icod, Efq: of Uliniili, by his Vvife Margaret

Macleod, daugliter to Macicoii of Taliiliar,

in the parifh of Eracadill in Skye, v.nd cuunty

of Invcrncfs, North Britain.
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