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t* I have taken particular care to receive Mr« Wafh*

<< ington, with all the di(Hndl;ion fuitable to your dig«

*' nity, and to his quality and great merit. I flatter

<< myfelf that he will do me this judice, and join with
<' me in teftifying the profound refpe^t with which I
** am, " Sir, Your, &c.

<* Lcgardeur ie St. Pierre." .

Mr. Dinwiddie, on the receipt of this refolute an*

fwer» made inftant coniplaint to the miniftry at London;
and by alarming fpceches laboured to roufe the Virgini-

ans into a vigorous refinance. He wrote likewife to

the neighbouring governors, importuning the help of
the other colonies for repelling the iavalion, and build-

ing a fort at the confluence of the Ohio and Monanga«
heia. Tho' an immediate junction in fuch meafures be-

came abfolutely necedary ; yet the colonies were funk
in fdch a profound lethargy, that being infenfible of the

danger, and confiding in their numbers, they contem-
ned the power of Canada. So that when application

was made to them fbi* fuccours to Virginia, fome of the
provincial afleihblies, particularly thofc of Pennfylva*

nia and New York, Teemed to quedion his majeily'f

tijile CO the lands ufurped by the French. Others fram*
cd the mod trifling excufcs, to avoid their fliare in th$
burden. New York, however, voted foool. eurrency in

aid of Virginia. The French in the mean time gather-

ing flrength, complaints were conilantly fent over to

theminiftry, who, at length, difpatclied orders for aU
the provinces to repel force by force. Mr. Dinwiddie
therefore proceeded in hil refolution of erecting a fort

for the proteAion of the frontiers* The conUrudion
was begun on the place he intended ; but the marquis
du Quefne bettig informed of the delign, ordeted M4
GontreccBur, who had fucceeded the fieur de St. Pierro

at Beef river, to fruftrate it direAly. That officer

marched with 1000 men and 18 pieces of cannon for,,

this purpofe ; he puftied on to the town called Logg'a
town, which he deftroycd, together with all the block
And truck houfes, 8cc. to the value of 20,000 1> then he
ptoceeded to the river Monangahela, where he diflodged

««pt. Trent, wh© had only 33 men ; arid a little farther*

he fouiid the conftrvdlioa and traces of the fort, which
.

^
' had


