
ir

6 EXCURSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND. [Chap. IX.

of the house had a bad foot, and she told

us that the surgeons of St. John's charged

51 for a visit to this place, distant about

twelve miles, while it was impossible for her

to get to St. John's without sailing down

to Portugal Cove or round Cape St. Francis,

either way making a two days' journey of it

at least. I mention these facts as showing the

difficulties of overland travelling in Newfound-

land, even where roads are partially complete.

April •26th.—In setting out this morning

for Broad Cove, our first obstruction was a

brook cutting through the beach, and crossed

by a bridge consisting of one thin slippery pole

:

as I had a barometer on my back, I preferred

wading through, to the chance, or, I may say

in my case, the certainty of falling off" the pole

into the brook. We then clambered on along

a rough beach, and climbed up a cliff* into the

wood. We here found a tolerable footpath

leading through the wood along the edge of

the cliff" on our left, 80 or 100 feet above

the sea, and having a bold precipitous hill

called Topsail Head, rising immediately on our

right to the height of 400 or 500 feet. From

this path we had many highly picturesque and

beautiful views of the bay with its three islands


